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In Deference to Islam and Muslims, we refer to “the Terrorists (so-called-ISIL)” 
 
United Religions initiative consists of over 704 cooperation circles in 85 countries around the 
world. Four of these cooperation circles, all of which are based in Northern California in the 
U.S., are leading the effort to raise consciousness that genocide is being perpetrated actively, 
passively and collaterally against Assyrian Christians and Yezidis in Northern Iraq and the 
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), as well as in Syria. 
 
The letters “IS…” in the abbreviations “IS,” “ISIS” and “ISIL” stand for “Islamic State…” 
 “Daesh” is an abbreviation for “al-Dawlah al-Islāmiyyah fī al-ʿIrāq wa al-Shām” an Arabic 
expression, meaning “the Islamic Dynasty in Iraq and the Levant.”  
 
In deference to Islam, which we respect and admire as one of the faiths of our world today, and 
in deference to our Muslim sisters and brothers among us in our cooperation circles, and 
among us as fellow human beings, we refrain from simply using “IS” or “ISIS” or “ISIL” “Daesh” 
in this report, and instead, we refer it as “the Terrorists (so-called-ISIL)” or “so-called-ISIL.” 
 
Where “IS,” “ISIS,” “ISIL” or “Daesh” appear within a published report, media article or photo 
caption, we have left it—or quoted it—as it appears in that publication. We have also left it as it 
appears in reports and articles published by the United Nations, as well as in the reports of 
Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch. 
 
We also wish to acknowledge the tremendous suffering, torture and loss of Muslim lives—that 
includes war crimes and crimes against humanity—perpetrated by the Terrorists (so-called-
ISIL) and others. Our hearts go out to all who are suffering.  
 
It is our fervent hope that the steps that the United Nations, and various States are taking, and 
will take, can bring an end to—or at least a subsiding of—decades of war and destruction in 
Iraq, five and a half years of civil war in Syria, and, ultimately, all wars. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Rabbi Pamela Frydman 
Participant 
Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County 
Author and compiler of this report 

 
Rev. Will McGarvey 
Executive Director 
Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County 
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Iraq in Crisis 
 
 

Mesopotamia in the Fertile Crescent 
 

In ancient times, the lands that now comprise the modern Republic of Iraq were known as 
Mesopotamia, meaning the “Land Between the Rivers.”1 The rivers are the Tigris and 
Euphrates, and because of their waters, Mesopotamia was known as the Fertile Crescent. The 
Fertile Crescent gave rise to numerous early civilizations, including the Sumerian, Akkadian, 
Babylonian, and Assyrian. Later, the region became part of the Persian, Greek, and Roman 
empires. After the 7th century of the common era (C.E.), the region became part of the Muslim 
world, and in the 8th century C.E., the city of Baghdad became the capital of the ʿAbbāsid 
Caliphate.2 
 
 

The Modern Republic of Iraq 
 
The Ottoman Empire was created by Turkish tribes in Anatolia in Asia Minor, and it grew to be 
one of the most powerful empires in the world. The Ottoman Empire spanned over 600 years 
from the 15th century to approximately 1922.3 The modern Republic of Iraq was founded on 
October 1, 1919, in the aftermath of World War I, and was formed by combining the Ottoman 
provinces of Baghdad, Al-Baṣrah, and Mosul, each of which include cities with the same name 
as the respective province. 
 
Alawites, Kurds, Mandeans, Shabaks, Turkmen, Ottomans, Sumarians, Akkadians, 
Babylonians, Assyrians, Yezidis, Persians, Greeks, Romans and others have all contributed to 
the rich ethnic heritage of Iraq; while Zoroastrians, Jews, Christians, Sunni Muslims, Shi’a 
Muslims, Sufis and others have contributed to Iraq’s rich religious heritage. Every ethnic group 
is a precious human family and each human family in Iraq contributes—or has contributed—to 
the nation’s ethnic and cultural wellbeing during its long, rich and varied history.  
 
 

                                                
1 “Iraq.” Encyclopaedia Britannica, online edition. Copyright 2015. 
<http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/293631/Iraq> 
2 Ibid. 
3 “Ottoman Empire, Historial Empire, Eurasia and Africa.” Encyclopaedia Britannica. Copyright 2015. 
<http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/434996/Ottoman-Empire> 
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War in the Modern Republic of Iraq 
 
Iraq has been plagued with war and sanctions for the better part of the past 35 years. The Iran-
Iraq War officially began on September 22, 1980 and continued until 1990.4 It is estimated that 
between 160,000 and 240,000 Iraqis lost their lives and over 375,000 were wounded.5 
 
On August 2, 1990, Iraqi President Ṣaddām Ḥussein ordered his forces to invade and occupy 
Kuwait. The very next day, the United Nations Security Council called upon Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait, and on August 6, 1990, the Security Council imposed a worldwide ban on trade 
with Iraq. On August 8, 1990, Iraq annexed Kuwait. After a series of negotiations and 
standoffs, the First Gulf War began on January 16 to 17, 1990 and ended on February 28, 
1990.  
 
Following the war, Kurds in north and Shīʿites in the south rose in a rebellion against the Iraqi 
government of Ṣaddām Hussein. These rebellions were suppressed with great brutality and in 
response, the United States, Great Britain and other nations joined together in prohibiting Iraqi 
aircraft from operating in designated “no-fly” zones over these respective regions.6 
 
The United Nations imposed comprehensive sanctions on Iraq between 1990 and 2003 
regarding its manufacturing and warehousing of chemical weapons and weapons of mass 
destruction. By March 17, 2003, the United States and the United Kingdom had begun to 
amass troops on Iraq’s border. U.S. President George W. Bush issued an ultimatum 
demanding that Ṣaddām step down from power and leave Iraq within 48 hours or face war. 
When Ṣaddām refused to leave, U.S. and allied forces launched an attack on Iraq on March 
20, 2003. Thus began the Second Persian Gulf War in Iraq, which was fought in two phases. 
The first phase took place in March and April 2003, when U.S. and British troops, together with 
smaller contingents from several other countries, invaded Iraq and defeated its military and 
paramilitary forces. The second phrase involved a “U.S.-led occupation of Iraq that was 
opposed by an insurgency.”7 Violence began to decline in 2007 and the U.S. gradually reduced 
its military presence in Iraq, formally completing its withdrawal in December 2011.8 
 
In 2004, Peter Wallensteen, Carina Staibano and Mikael Eriksson of the Department of Peace 
and Conflict Research at Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden, issued a report in which they 

                                                
4 “Iran-Iraq War.” Encyclopaedia Britannica. Copyright 2015. 
<http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/293527/Iran-Iraq-War> 
5 “Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988)” Page last modified: 11 July 2011. 
<http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/war/iran-iraq.htm> 
6 “Persian Gulf War, 1990-1991.” Encyclopaedia Britannica. Copyright 2015. 
<http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/452778/Persian-Gulf-War> 
7 “Iraq War 2003-2011.” Encyclopaedia Britannica. Copyright 2015. 
<http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/870845/Iraq-War> 
8 Ibid. 
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stated that the comprehensive sanctions on Iraq “represent one of the largest operations for 
peace and security performed in the history of United Nations.”9  
 
Without debating the effectiveness of the sanctions—or the goals and interests of Iraq’s 
President Ṣaddām Ḥussein with regard to the sanctions—it appears that the sanctions took a 
tremendous toll on human life, particularly on the lives of children. According to the Uppsala 
University report, “The figure of more than 500,000 preventable child deaths in Iraq was 
published in the respected medical journal The Lancet in 1995.”10 
 
The figures in the 1995 Lancet study were revised in 1996 and were also much disputed. In an 
article published in Al Jazeera on 21 October 2013, Professor Mark LeVine of the University of 
California at Irvine states, “If we add in the untold thousands of Iraqi soldiers who've died in 
both wars [1990-1991 and 2003-2011], over 1,000,000 Iraqis have died since 1991 as a result 
of U.S. invasions and subsequent policies in and towards Iraq.”11 
 
 

The Terrorist State (“So Called ISIL”) 
 
Since June 2014, a transnational insurgent group, to whom we refer to as “the Terrorists (‘so- 
called-ISIL’),” have been operating primarily in western Iraq and eastern Syria.12 The Terrorists 
(“so-called-ISIL”) first appeared in their present configuration in April 2013. In early 2014, they 
launched an offensive that drove Iraqi government forces out of key western cities, while 
fighting in Syria against government forces and rebel factions in the Syrian Civil War. In June 
2014, after making significant territorial gains in Iraq, the Terrorists (“so called ISIL”) 
proclaimed the establishment of a caliphate led by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. 
 
The Terrorist entity (“so called ISIL”) has declared its intention to eradicate Assyrian Christians 
and Yezidis from Northern Iraq by forcing both populations to convert or be killed. They are 
also perpetrating war crimes and crimes against humanity against Shi’ite Shabaks, Shi’ite 
Turkmen and other Shi’ite Muslims as well as certain Sunni Muslims in Iraq and the KRG; and 
against these and other minorities in Syria, including Alawites, Maronites and Druze. 
 
The present war and atrocities perpetrated against the Iraqi people has led to the murder of 
over 11,000 Yezidis, hundreds or thousands of Assyrian Christians, and significant numbers of 
Muslims of various ethnicities. In addition to the deaths, Iraq is facing a serious humanitarian 
crisis coupled with the destruction of its museums and cultural treasures. 

                                                
9 “The 2004 Roundtable on UN Sanctions against Iraq: Lessons Learned.” By Peter Wallensteen, Carina Staibano 
and Mikael Eriksson. Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden. 2005. 
<http://pcr.uu.se/digitalAssets/173/173819_1iraqreport_050210.pdf> 
10 Ibid, p. 18. 
11 “The deep roots beneath 1,000,000 dead Iraqis, Iraq continues to suffer the legacy of two decades of US 
military intervention and meddling, with little end in sight.” By Mark LeVine. AlJazeera. 21 October 2013. 
<http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/10/deep-roots-beneath-1000000-dead-iraqis-
201310178277645362.html> 
12 See the document in this report entitled, “The Terrorists” as to why we have chosen this term. 
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United Nations Response 
Volker Türk, UNHCR's Assistant High Commissioner for Protection, issued a statement on 4 
June 2015 in which he contends that nearly 3 million people have been internally displaced 
within the Republic of Iraq during the past two years. These 3 million have joined the ranks of 
the approximately 900,000 who were already displaced from earlier. Türk also informs us that 
more than 183,000 displaced Iraqis have crossed borders to become refugees in neighboring 
countries and beyond.13 
 
Among the 183,000 refugees who have crossed borders are 23,000 Yezidis in refugee camps 
in Turkey, 7,000 to 8,000 Yezidis in refugee camps in Syria,14 43,000 Assyrians subsisting in 
53 governates in Turkey, 10,000 Assyrians subsisting in Lebanon and over 3,000 Assyrian 
families subsisting in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.15 

In addition to the humanitarian crisis, there is a cultural crisis caused by the Terrorists’ (“so-
called-ISIL’s”) wanton destruction of religious and cultural shrines, as well as archaeological 
artifacts and treasures, together with the destruction of homes, schools and other public 
buildings, and coupled with the destruction and confiscation of personal property. The 
destruction of Iraq’s cultural heritage was condemned by a vote of the United Nations General 
Assembly on 28 May 2015. (See attached draft minutes of the resolution16 and the UN News 
Centre article.)17 

Prior to that vote, on 12 February 2015, the United Nations Security Council approved a 
resolution targeting sources of financing for the Terrorist (“so-called-ISIL”) war against Iraq and 
Syria.18 This Russian led resolution urges global cooperation “to impair, isolate and 
incapacitate” terrorist threats, it approves measures targeting sources of funding for the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), as well as Al-Nusrah Front (ANF), it condemns those 
buying oil from the groups, it bans all trade in looted antiquities from Iraq and Syria, and it calls 
upon States to end ransom payments to the Terrorists (“so-called-ISIL”). 
 

                                                
13 “Statement by Volker Türk, UNHCR's Assistant High Commissioner for Protection, on the occasion of the 
launch of the Iraq Humanitarian Response Plan. Brussels, 4 June 2015. <http://www.unhcr.org/557034d59.pdf> 
And “UN and partners seek almost $US500 million to avert humanitarian disaster in Iraq.” UN High Commission 
on Refugees. Brussels, 4 June 2015. <http://www.unhcr.org/5570632a6.html> 
14 These Yezidi figures were obtained from Mirza Ismail, Yezidi Human Rights International-Organization. 
15 These Assyrian figures were obtained from Ashur Eskrya, Iraq President of the Assyrian Aid Society. 
16 “Saving the cultural heritage of Iraq.” United Nations General Assembly, Sixty-ninth session, Agenda item 14, 
Culture of peace. <http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/69/L.71> 
17 “UN General Assembly calls for an immediate halt to ‘wanton’ destruction of Iraq’s cultural heritage.” UN 
News Centre. 28 May 2015.  <http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50992#.VXUmgWAf_ao> 
18 “Security Council approves resolution targeting sources of financing for ISIL.” UN News Centre. 12 February 
2015. <http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50067#.VXUJWWAf_ao> 
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On 27 March 2015, the United Nations Security Council also took up the issue of terrorists 
trampling cultural and religious diversity in the Middle East as a whole. Here is an excerpt from 
the meeting culled from the United Nations website: 19 
 

… Zeid Ra’ad Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
said that, while it was easy to portray the Middle East as exceptionally 
fragmented, its history was marked by long-standing acceptance of multiple 
identities. Today’s crises had been fanned by discrimination and deliberate 
failures to respect human rights. 
 
“Da’esh is an abomination,” he said.  An intricately interwoven social fabric in 
Syria and Iraq was giving way to the “demented obliteration” of difference — any 
choice not in line with the takfiri world view, which itself was impossibly thin. In a 
terrible irony, Da’esh might be more accepting of diverse ethnic origins when it 
came to its own members — so long as they acted in line with takfiri ideology — 
than many States were when it came to their own citizens. 
 
“If we attend to minority rights only after slaughter has begun, then we have 
already failed,” he said, adding that international attention to minorities was too 
often partial, in that States overlooked abuses of marginalized communities, or 
sporadic, in that minority rights were often highlighted only after the outbreak of 
extreme violence, despite preceding years of exclusion. 

 
Additional United Nations’ responses are described in the Assyrian and Yezidi sections of this 
report.  

                                                

19 “Security Council Urged to ‘Stop the Madness’ as Terrorists Trample Cultural, Religious Diversity of 
Middle East.” United Nations Media Coverage and Press Releases. 27 March 2015. < 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11840.doc.htm> 
 



 
 

Statement by Volker Türk, UNHCR's Assistant High Commissioner for Protection, on the occasion 
of the launch of the Iraq Humanitarian Response Plan 

Brussels, 4 June 2015 

 
The tragic plight of the people of Iraq persists unabated, as armed conflict, an endless cycle of violence, and 
human rights abuses affect millions of civilians.  Nearly 3 million persons have been internally displaced over 
the last two years alone, joining the ranks of some 900,000 from earlier.  In addition, more than 183,000 have 
crossed borders to become refugees in neighbouring countries and beyond. 
 
In an all-out effort to alleviate human suffering, we are launching here today the Humanitarian Response Plan 
[HRP], which considers the needs of over 8 million highly vulnerable Iraqis, including internally displaced 
persons and the communities that host them. These are shocking numbers when one thinks of the individual 
stories behind each and every one and, collectively, as a measurement of the scale of human misery.  
Unfortunately, they are numbers which we expect to grow by the hundreds of thousands this year as the 
conflict continues, and whole communities are subjected to grave human rights violations, as recent events in 
Anbar and elsewhere so amply demonstrate. 
 
Some Iraqis are unable to access areas of safety within the country.  They are besieged or may be prohibited 
from entry to surrounding areas.  Denied the possibility of flight, they find themselves trapped by the ever-
shifting maze of frontlines, and in some places held virtually hostage by armed groups who seek to assert 
their control.  Others have been displaced multiple times, repeatedly exposed to the danger of proximity to 
active conflict areas.  They have often been confronted with extreme violence, including systematic sexual 
violence. Many live with the trauma of what they have already suffered, which is too often exacerbated in the 
context of displacement.  They worry that their children may not be able to continue their education, may be 
recruited to fight, or could be injured by mines.  Others have lost access to basic services, and they can only 
hope to find shelter and not be turned away.  The longer they endure such hardships, the more that 
uncertainty clouds every aspect of their daily lives. At the same time, refugees have also entered Iraq. The 
Kurdish region of Iraq now hosts close to 250,000 Syrian refugees whose humanitarian and early recovery 
needs are addressed in the Regional Refugee & Resilience Plan [3RP] led by UNHCR and UNDP. 
 
The people of Iraq and the national authorities have mobilised resources to respond to this displacement 
crisis, but its sheer scale continues to outstrip capacity to meet the needs.  The diminishing resources for 
survival in such situations are often accompanied by an increasing loss of hope.  These convulsions of 
displacement in Iraq, with their impact on host communities and the trapped civilian populations, are an 
alarming indicator of tectonic shifts that are playing out at different levels within the country and regionally.  
There are complex reasons and motives underlying the horrific forms of violence and abuse suffered by the 
people of Iraq, where internal displacement happens both by design and by default, and even displacement by 
default may eventually become one by design. 
 
Caught up in a vicious cycle of cause and effect that generates more divisiveness and fragmentation, Iraqi 
civilians are desperately in need of the services that adequate funding to this HRP can bring.  As the lead 
coordinator for Protection, Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items, and Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management [CCCM], UNHCR stands shoulder-to-shoulder with all the humanitarian actors represented in 
the appeal before you today.  Global outrage at the suffering of the Iraqi people needs to be met with global 
solidarity to support the funding of the services that can help mitigate some of the worst impacts of the 
conflict. 
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Looking beyond the current crisis and to future prospects, beyond the urgency of the humanitarian support 
so desperately needed today, fundamentally, it will be Iraqis themselves who will ultimately be the ones to 
decide on the state of their country and its future. It is clear that the issue of national identity is a fundamental 
question for Iraq.  A number of countries that went through a violent past opted for integration and 
acceptance of diversity, and it was successful.  So there is hope indeed. 
 
Against this background, it is therefore not surprising that at the core of the HRP lies a comprehensive vision 
of protection that seeks to foster an integrated and peaceful future.  The focus of the HRP on mitigating the 
humanitarian consequences of the conflict and providing life-saving and sustaining responses to protection 
needs is more vital than ever, particularly for individuals at risk on account of their age, gender, or other 
social status.  We need to prevent children from being drawn into the conflict, through access to education, 
access to livelihoods for their families, and instilling a sense of possibility for their futures.  We need to 
respond to the needs of survivors of sexual violence, who are targeted in order to demoralise and destroy 
their communities, by ensuring their reintegration and facilitating their support. 
 
The more specific protection component of the HRP, focusing on strengthening the protection capacities of 
government institutions and building community-based protection mechanisms, is also essential to longer-
term solutions.  Investing in the humanitarian response, which is centred on protection and builds upon the 
capacities and resilience of affected communities, lays the groundwork for confidence-building, reconciliation, 
and a peaceful future in Iraq. 
 
I saw the potential of such efforts whilst on a recent mission to Iraq, where I visited, for example, a 
community centre serving the local Kurdish host population, Syrian refugees, and internally displaced persons 
of different ethnic and religious backgrounds.  They have voluntarily formed multi-ethnic committees to 
work on preventing and addressing sexual and gender-based violence, including early marriage, as well as 
promoting child protection and providing legal assistance for registration and documentation issues.  This 
model of protection is truly anchored in the community and provides a strong demonstration of people-to-
people solidarity.  It reminds us that there are opportunities in a crisis, including in displacement, where 
individuals may find ways to support one another around their shared experiences.  It was also evident during 
this mission that women and children are the future and can be important agents of change in Iraq.  They 
have a critical role to play in future reconstruction processes.  Projects promoting their leadership and 
empowerment, and ensuring their protection, are key to their full participation in shaping the future of the 
country. 
 
In order for these initiatives to be effective, however, we must at the same time address the issues of access, 
impunity, and solutions.  The particular security environment in Iraq has a massive impact on humanitarian 
access, notably in highly insecure areas, areas controlled by armed opposition groups, and active conflict 
zones.  Moreover, disrespect for international humanitarian law and international human rights law is 
rampant amongst many of the parties to the conflict.  This points to the importance of continued efforts to 
strengthen the justice system, enabling it to offer redress and to provide a mechanism for the Iraqi people to 
come to grips with the past and forge the cohesion and sense of national identity that binds together rather 
than divides. 
 
Finally, finding solutions to displacement is also intrinsically linked to state-building, national identity, and a 
future vision for Iraq.  Throughout the process, the protection needs of civilians affected by conflict, 
including the internally displaced, must therefore be kept front and centre of humanitarian action.  It is 
imperative that we are able to sustain our efforts to ensure their protection, through funding of this appeal to 
support a stepped-up response.  We must always be thinking ahead.  We must recognise that successful return 
to their communities or full integration in new ones will enable Iraqis to rebuild their lives in safety and 
dignity.  This will restore the hope and sense of belonging that are so essential to a more peaceful future in 
Iraq. 

2 
 



Text size TweetTweet 20 8LikeLike Français

UN and partners seek almost $US500 million to avert

humanitarian disaster in Iraq
News Stories, 4 June 2015

BRUSSELS, Belgium, June 4
(UNHCR) – The United Nations and
its partners on Thursday in Brussels
launched a major humanitarian
response plan for Iraq aimed at
helping more than 5.6 million
vulnerable Iraqis displaced within
their own country.

Nearly 3 million people have been
internally displaced since the start
of 2014, joining the ranks of some
1 million uprooted earlier, while
more than 180,000 are refugees in
other countries.

UNHCR Assistant High
Commissioner for Protection Volker
Türk, in a statement released at
the launch said the 2015
Humanitarian Response Plan for
Iraq was "an all-out effort to
alleviate human suffering" and added that "these are shocking numbers when one thinks of the
individual stories behind each and every one and, collectively, as a measurement of the scale of human
misery."

"Unfortunately, they are numbers which we expect to grow by the hundreds of thousands this year as
the conflict continues, and whole communities are subjected to grave human rights violations, as recent
events in Anbar [province] and elsewhere so amply demonstrate," he warned in Brussels. The UN fears
the number of people needing immediate life-saving support could reach almost 10 million by the end of
2015.

With conflict escalating in Iraq, the United Nations and its NGO partners are asking donors for US$497
million to provide shelter, food, water and other life-saving services over the coming six months. The
appeal will target communities across broad swathes of the country displaced or affected by the
conflict.

Lise Grande, the United Nation's humanitarian coordinator for Iraq, said the aid operation was hanging
by a thread. "The crisis in Iraq is one of the most complex and volatile anywhere in the world," she was
quoted as saying in a press release. "Humanitarian partners have been doing everything they can to
help. But more than 50 per cent of the operation will be shut down or cut back if money is not received
immediately." The implications, she added, would be "catastrophic."

Violence since the start of last year has forced nearly 3 million people from their homes, leaving them
scattered in more than 3,000 locations across the country. Human rights and rule of law are under
constant assault as tensions sharpen. Mass executions, systematic rape and horrendous acts of violence
are rampant.

So serious is the funding shortfall that 77 frontline health clinics have been forced to close and food
rations for more than 1 million people have been reduced. Without additional funding, many more life-
saving services will be withdrawn.

The aid operation is run in close partnership with the Iraqi government, whose own financial resources
have been severely reduced by falling income from oil. Responsibility for the aid operation will transfer
to national authorities as soon as financially and logistically feasible.

UNHCR's Türk said that Iraqi civilians caught up in a vicious cycle of cause and effect that generates
more divisiveness and fragmentation, were "desperately in need of the services that adequate funding
to this HRP [humanitarian response plan] can bring."

He said that UNHCR, as the lead coordinator for Protection, Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items, and
Camp Coordination and Camp Management, "stands shoulder-to-shoulder with all the humanitarian
actors represented in the appeal before you today. Global outrage at the suffering of the Iraqi people
needs to be met with global solidarity to support the funding of the services that can help mitigate
some of the worst impacts of the conflict."

Türk, who recently met internally displaced Iraqis and Syrian refugees in northern Iraq, said the focus on
"mitigating the humanitarian consequences of the conflict and providing life-saving and sustaining
responses to protection needs is more vital than ever, particularly for individuals at risk on account of
their age, gender, or other social status. We need to prevent children from being drawn into the
conflict, through access to education, access to livelihoods for their families, and instilling a sense of

advanced search

enter search

These two Yazidi ladies were forced to flee their home in northern Iraq

to escape from militant forces. They are among the many needing help.

© UNHCR/D.Nahr

more documents

Browse by country  GO

• GET INVOLVED •

• STAY INFORMED •

Related stories by:

 country

UNHCR concerned at obstacles facing
thousands fleeing Ramadi

The pain of an Iraqi family separated in flight
from Ramadi in Anbar province

UNHCR concerned about the challenges
facing thousands of Iraqis fleeing Ramadi

Desperate Iraqis end up in Hungary after ill-
timed detour to war-torn Ukraine

UNHCR Special Envoy Angelina Jolie visits
Iraq, calls for international leadership to end
suffering

UNHCR country pages
Iraq

UNHCR Iraq Fact Sheet

Camp New Iraq (formerly Camp
Ashraf) residents and the determination
of their refugee status claims

Iraq Crisis: Urgent Appeal
Make a gift now to help protect and assist

those fleeing violence in Iraq.

Donate to this crisis

CAR Crisis: Urgent Appeal
Make a gift now to help protect and assist

those fleeing violence in Central African

Republic.

Donate to this crisis

Crisis in Iraq: Displacement

theme

ABOUT US WHAT WE DO WHO WE HELP WHERE WE WORK NEWS AND VIEWS RESOURCES



possibility for their futures. We need to respond to the needs of survivors of sexual violence by ensuring
their reintegration and facilitating their support."

The UNHCR protection chief also stressed the need to address the issues of access, impunity and
solutions and added that this highlighted the need to strengthen the justice system, "enabling it to offer
redress and to provide a mechanism for the Iraqi people to come to grips with the past and forge the
cohesion and sense of national identity that binds together rather than divides."

Türk concluded that finding solutions to displacement was linked to state-building, national identity,
and a future vision for Iraq. "Throughout the process, the protection needs of civilians affected by
conflict, including the internally displaced, must therefore be kept front and centre of humanitarian
action. It is imperative that we are able to sustain our efforts to ensure their protection, through
funding of this appeal to support a stepped-up response," he said.

UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador Angelina
Jolie meets Iraqi refugees in Syria

Angelina Jolie returns to Iraq, urges
support for the displaced

Iraq: Heartbreak at the Border
As the Syria crisis enters a fifth year, Syrians
continue to seek safety abroad. But desperation
is driving some to return to their war-torn
country.

Iraq: Angelina Jolie Visits Displaced
Iraqis
UNHCR Special Envoy Angelina Jolie recently
visited internally displaced Iraqis living in an
informal settlement and a formal camp at
Khanke, near Dohuk. There, she heard dramatic
stories of escape from the more than 20,000
Yazidis who fled Sinjar and surrounding areas
last August.
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Sixty-ninth session 
Agenda item 14 
Culture of peace 

 
 
 

  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
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  Saving the cultural heritage of Iraq 
 
 

 The General Assembly, 

 Recalling its resolutions 66/180 of 19 December 2011 and 68/186 of  
18 December 2013 on strengthening crime prevention and criminal justice responses 
to protect cultural property, especially with regard to its trafficking, 67/80 of  
12 December 2012 on the return or restitution of cultural property to the countries 
of origin, 69/196 of 18 December 2014 on the International Guidelines for Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice Responses with Respect to Trafficking in Cultural 
Property and Other Related Offences, and 69/197 of 18 December 2014 on 
strengthening the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme, 
in particular its technical cooperation capacity, as well as the Global Counter 
Terrorism Strategy and its biennial reviews,1 

__________________ 

 * Reissued for technical reasons on 27 May 2015. 
 1 Resolutions 60/288, 62/272, 64/297, 66/282 and 68/276. 
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 Recalling also the Regulations Concerning the Laws and Customs of War on 
Land annexed to the Hague Convention Respecting the Laws and Customs of War 
on Land, the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949,2 the Convention for the 
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and its first and 
second Protocols,3 the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the 
Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property,4 the 
Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage5, 
the Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects,6 the United 
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,7 the Convention for 
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,8 the Convention on the 
Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions,9 other relevant 
international legal instruments and customary international law, 

 Recalling further all relevant Security Council resolutions, including 
resolutions 1267 (1999) of 15 October 1999, 1373 (2001) of 28 September 2001, 
1483 (2003) of 22 May 2003, 2161 (2014) of 17 June 2014, 2170 (2014) of  
15 August 2014, 2178 (2014) of 24 September 2014, 2195 (2014) of 19 December 
2014 and 2199 (2015) of 12 February 2015, 

 Mindful of the Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,10 the Declaration 
concerning the Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,11 Executive Board decision 196 
EX/29 of 21 April 2015 of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, the World Heritage List of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, which contains several sites in Iraq, including Hatra, as 
well as the Doha Declaration adopted at the Thirteenth United Nations Congress on 
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, held from 12 to 19 April 2015, 

 Appalled by the destruction and looting carried out by the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIL), also known as Da’esh, of the cultural heritage of Iraq, cradle 
of the Mesopotamian civilization, found in its museums, libraries, archives and 
archaeological sites, places of worship, including mosques, shrines and churches, 
and of religious and cultural artefacts, which are irreparable losses for Iraq and for 
humanity as a whole, 

 Alarmed by the increasing number of intentional attacks against and threats to 
the cultural heritage of countries affected by armed conflict as well as the organized 
looting and trafficking in cultural objects, which occurs on an unprecedented scale 
today, 

__________________ 

 2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973. 
 3 Ibid., vols. 249 and 2253, No. 3511. 
 4 Ibid., vol. 823, No. 11806. 
 5 Ibid., vol. 1037, No. 15511. 
 6 Ibid., vol. 2421, No. 43718. 
 7 Ibid., vol. 2225, No. 39574. 
 8 Ibid., vol. 2368, No. 42671. 
 9 Ibid., vol. 2440, No. 43977. 
 10 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Records of the General 

Conference, Thirty-first Session, Paris, 15 October-3 November 2001, vol. 1 and corrigendum, 
Resolutions, sect. V, resolution 25, annex I. 

 11 Ibid., Thirty-second Session, Paris, 29 September-17 October 2003, vol. 1, Resolutions, sect. 
IV, resolution 33, annex. 
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 Deeply concerned about such acts generating income for terrorist groups, 
which can support their recruitment efforts and strengthen their operational 
capability to organize and carry out terrorist attacks, 

 Recognizing the indispensable role of crime prevention and criminal justice 
responses in combating all forms and aspects of trafficking in cultural property and 
related offences in a comprehensive and effective manner, 

 Affirming that the destruction of cultural heritage, which is representative of 
the diversity of human culture, erases the collective memories of a nation, 
destabilizes communities and threatens their cultural identity, and emphasizing the 
importance of cultural diversity and pluralism as well as freedom of religion and 
belief for achieving peace, stability, reconciliation and social cohesion, 

 Underlining, therefore, the necessity to take measures to safeguard and protect 
the tangible and intangible heritage of communities against the effects of armed 
conflict at all times, 

 Resolved to stand up against attacks on the cultural heritage of any country as 
attacks on the common heritage of humanity as a whole, 

 1. Condemns the barbaric acts of destruction and looting of the cultural 
heritage of Iraq carried out by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and 
deplores the rising incidence of intentional attacks against and threats to the cultural 
heritage of countries affected by armed conflict as well as damage to cultural 
property resulting from indiscriminate attacks and the organized looting and 
trafficking of cultural objects; 

 2. Expresses outrage that attacks on cultural heritage are used as a tactic of 
war in order to spread terror and hatred, fan conflict and impose violent extremist 
ideologies; 

 3. Calls for an immediate halt to the wanton destruction of the cultural 
heritage of Iraq, including religious sites or objects, emphasizes that no such acts 
committed by ISIL or other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities associated 
with Al-Qaida will be tolerated, and also calls for the preservation of the cultural 
heritage of Iraq by protecting cultural and religious properties and sites consistent 
with international humanitarian law; 

 4. Recalls that, under the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property 
in the Event of Armed Conflict,12 all parties to an armed conflict shall refrain from 
committing any act of hostility directed against cultural property, that the use of 
cultural property, its immediate surroundings or the appliances in use for its 
protection, for purposes which are likely to expose it to destruction or damage in the 
event of armed conflicts, is prohibited and may be waived only in cases where 
military necessity imperatively requires such a waiver, and that all parties to an 
armed conflict shall prohibit, prevent and, if necessary, put a stop to any form of 
theft, pillage or misappropriation of, and any acts of vandalism directed against, 
cultural property; 

 5. Affirms that attacks intentionally directed against buildings dedicated to 
religion, education, art, science or charitable purposes, or historic monuments, may 
amount to war crimes; 

__________________ 

 12 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 249, No. 3511. 
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 6. Stresses the importance of holding accountable perpetrators of attacks 
intentionally directed against buildings dedicated to religion, education, art, science 
or charitable purposes, or historic monuments, provided they are not military 
objectives, and of other violations of international legal instruments on the 
protection of cultural heritage, and calls upon all States to take appropriate action to 
this end within their jurisdiction in accordance with applicable international law; 

 7. Affirms its support for the Government of Iraq in protecting the heritage 
of Iraq, an inseparable and permanent part of its national identity, and safeguarding 
its rich cultural, religious and ethnic diversity, which has an important role to play 
in its efforts of national reconciliation and reconstruction; 

 8. Calls upon community leaders to stand up and reaffirm unambiguously 
that there is no justification for the destruction of humanity’s cultural heritage, and 
appeals also to cultural institutions, museums, archives, libraries, journalists and 
scientists to explain the necessity of safeguarding and protecting this heritage and, 
in this regard, welcomes the launch of the sensitization campaign “Unite 4 
Heritage” by the Government of Iraq and the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization; 

 9. Calls upon all States to assist the Iraqi authorities in fighting against 
trafficking in cultural property illegally excavated from archaeological sites and 
taken from museums, libraries, archives and manuscript collections, as required 
under Security Council resolutions 1483 (2003) and 2199 (2015), including through 
international cooperation regarding the restitution of stolen or illicitly exported 
cultural property, as appropriate, as well as in criminal justice matters and in 
meeting the challenge of repairing, restoring and conserving damaged or destroyed 
cultural heritage when security conditions allow; 

 10. Expresses concern that ISIL and other individuals, groups, undertakings 
and entities associated with Al-Qaida are generating income from engaging directly 
or indirectly in the looting and trafficking of Iraqi cultural heritage items, which is 
being used to support their recruitment efforts and strengthen their operational 
capability to organize and carry out terrorist attacks; 

 11. Welcomes, in this regard, the adoption of Security Council resolution 
2199 (2015), which aims to counter terrorism financing, in particular the decision in 
paragraph 17 that all Member States shall take appropriate steps to prevent the trade 
in Iraqi cultural property and other items of archaeological, historical, cultural, rare 
scientific and religious importance illegally removed from Iraq since 6 August 
1990, which complements a similar provision for Iraq in place since 2003 contained 
in paragraph 7 of Security Council resolution 1483 (2003), calls for full and timely 
implementation by all Member States of this decision, recalls the obligation of all 
States to provide the Security Council Committee pursuant to resolutions 1267 
(1999) and 1989 (2011) with information pertaining to violations of the sanctions 
regime as well as to provide all other necessary assistance to the Committee, calls 
on the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the 
International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL) and other international 
organizations, as appropriate, to assist all Member States in its implementation, as 
requested in paragraph 17 of Security Council resolution 2199 (2015), and 
welcomes the actions already undertaken by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, INTERPOL and the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime in this regard; 
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 12. Urges all States to take appropriate measures to ensure that all actors 
involved in the trade in cultural property, including, but not limited to, auction 
houses, art dealers, art collectors and museum professionals, are required to provide 
verifiable documentation of provenance as well as export certificates related to any 
cultural property imported, exported or offered for sale, including through the 
Internet; 

 13. Encourages States that are not already parties to consider ratifying or 
acceding to relevant legal instruments, in particular the Convention for the 
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and the Convention 
on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer 
of Ownership of Cultural Property; 

 14. Invites all States, intergovernmental bodies, the United Nations system, 
relevant non-governmental organizations and all other stakeholders to support 
existing national legal frameworks and policies for the protection and preservation 
of cultural heritage and the return of cultural property, and especially to identify and 
close any gaps in the national regulations against trafficking in cultural property; 

 15. Calls for the urgent implementation and strengthening of the Emergency 
Response Action Plan on Iraq adopted in July 2014, which provides for close 
monitoring of the conservation status of Iraqi heritage, training of professional 
curators and support for staff in place, including by taking emergency measures for 
the transfer of any cultural property at risk, in particular from museums, libraries, 
archives and manuscript collections; 

 16. Calls for intensified efforts by States to protect, preserve, inventory and 
document items of cultural heritage endangered by armed conflicts, including 
through close cooperation and exchange among museums, libraries, archives and 
manuscript collections or other institutions or persons dealing with cultural heritage. 
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UN General Assembly calls for an immediate halt to ‘wanton’
destruction of Iraq’s cultural heritage

The UNESCO World Heritage property of Hatra, Iraq. Photo: UNESCO/Véronique Dauge

28 May 2015 – The United Nations General Assembly today expressed outrage that attacks
on Iraq’s cultural heritage are being used as a tactic of war to spread terror and hatred, “a
new phenomenon,” the head of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) labelled as a form of “cultural cleansing” threatening the people and security in
the region.

UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova told reporters at UN Headquarters following the
unanimous adoption by the General Assembly of the resolution Saving the cultural heritage
of Iraq that she welcomed the development as a “turning point” in mobilizing the world to
protect the heritage as well as cultural diversity in Iraq.

Ms. Bokova also said she believed the resolution is important as “it could identify cultural
cleansing as a new phenomenon now that it is emerging as a threat to security of the
people, security in the Middle East.”

UN Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson, speaking on the adaption of the resolution
“with a deep sense of serious and historic responsibility,” noted the “destruction of cultural
heritage bears witness to a form of violent extremism that seeks to destroy the present,
past and future of human civilization.”

That the destruction “is taking place today in Iraq, the cradle of Mesopotamian civilization, represents a
loss not only for the Iraqi people, but truly for all of humanity,” Mr. Eliasson declared.

He also commended the work of UNESCO and its partners for assisting Member States’ efforts to protect
Iraq’s antiquities and urged “all Member States, in cooperation with Interpol and other relevant authorities,
to step up efforts to prevent the trade in items of cultural, scientific and religious importance illegally
removed from Iraq.”

Speaking on behalf of General Assembly President Sam Kutesa, Vice-President Álvaro Mendonça e Moura
expressed concern that barbaric and senseless attacks on irreplaceable artefacts of humanity’s shared
cultural heritage were taking place with alarming frequency not only in Iraq but also in Afghanistan, Syria,
Mali and elsewhere.

In keeping with the latest resolution, as well as to implement in “very concrete terms” an earlier Security
Council resolution to counter financing of terrorism from the illegal trade of Iraqi cultural property, Ms.
Bokova announced that she is planning to go to The Louvre Museum in Paris next week on June 1 to
update the list of objects not to be exported or traded from Iraq.

The UNESCO chief was joined at the press conference by Maria Böhmer, Minister of State of Germany,
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and Mohamed Ali Alhakim, Permanent Representative of Iraq to the United Nations, as the two countries
that presented the resolution to the General Assembly, which was adopted with more than 70 co-
sponsors.

She also said the passage of the resolution today “deeply resonates” with UNESCO’s mandate and its
efforts to preserve cultural heritage in other countries of conflict like Syria, Libya, Mali and Yemen.

The General Assembly resolution focuses on the fight against the destruction of cultural heritage and the
attacks against cultural diversity in Iraq and includes a set of measures to end the destruction and looting
of archaeological sites and cultural artefacts in Iraq.

The four-page text calls for “an immediate halt to the wanton destruction of the cultural heritage of Iraq,
including religious sites or objects, emphasizes that no such acts committed by ISIL (Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant) or other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaida will be
tolerated, and also calls for the preservation of the cultural heritage of Iraq by protecting cultural and
religious properties and sites consistent with international humanitarian law.”

It also “stresses the importance of holding accountable perpetrators of attacks intentionally directed
against buildings dedicated to religion, education, art, science or charitable purposes, or historic
monuments.”
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Security Council approves resolution targeting sources of financing for
ISIL

Ambassadors representing two countries under attack from ISIL, Bashar Ja’afari (right) of Syria, and Mohamed Ali
Alhakim of Iraq, speak to journalists following the adoption of a Security Council resolution targeting sources of
financing for the group. UN Photo/Mark Garten

12 February 2015 – Urging global cooperation “to impair, isolate and incapacitate” terrorist
threats, the United Nations Security Council today approved measures targeting sources of
funding for the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and Al-Nusrah Front (ANF),
condemning those buying oil from the groups, banning all trade in looted antiquities from
Iraq and Syria, and calling on States to end ransom payments.

Unanimously adopting a Russian-led resolution, the Council reiterated its deep concern that
oilfields, as well as other infrastructure such as dams and power plants, controlled by ISIL,
ANF and other Al-Qaida-associated groups, “are generating a significant portion of the
groups' income, alongside extortion, private foreign donations, kidnap ransoms and stolen
money from the territory they control.”

As such, the Council, acting under Chapter VII of the UN Charter – which authorizes the use
of force – condemned any engagement in direct or indirect trade, in particular of oil and oil
products, and modular refineries, with ISIL, ANF and Al-Qaida affiliates, and reiterated that
“such engagement would constitute support for such individuals, groups, undertakings and
entities and may lead to further listings” by the relevant Sanctions Committee.

Today's resolution, which bolsters the Council's previous measures to cut off financing for
ISIL and its affiliates, reaffirms the existing obligations of Member States to “freeze without
delay” funds and other financial assets or economic resources of persons who commit, or attempt to
commit, terrorist acts.

Coming in the wake of a spate of particularly vicious killings, including the beheading of a Japanese
journalist and the immolation of a Jordanian pilot by ISIL in the past two weeks, the Council's resolution
reaffirms its condemnation of kidnapping and hostage-taking committed by the groups, further strongly
condemns abduction of women and children, and expresses “outrage at their exploitation and abuse,
including rape, sexual abuse, forced marriage.”

The resolution also condemns the destruction and smuggling of cultural heritage in Iraq and Syria by ISIS
and ANF, “whether such destruction is incidental or deliberate, including targeted destruction of religious
sites and objects.” It also notes with concern that the groups are generating income from engaging directly
or indirectly in the looting and smuggling of cultural heritage items.

Against that backdrop, the Council decided “that all Member States shall take appropriate steps to prevent
the trade in Iraqi and Syrian cultural property and other items of…historical, cultural, rare scientific and
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religious importance illegally removed from Iraq since 6 August 1990 and from Syria since 15 March 2011.”
Encouraging steps to ensure such items are returned to their homelands, the Council called on the UN
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Interpol, and other international organizations
to assist in such efforts.

The resolution goes on to reaffirm that payment of ransoms to individuals, groups, undertakings or entities
on the Al-Qaida Sanctions List, regardless of how or by whom the ransom is paid is considered a violation
of international legal obligations. It calls upon all UN Member States to encourage private sector partners
to adopt or to follow relevant guidelines and good practices for preventing and responding to terrorist
kidnappings without paying ransom. Gravely concerned at the role of external donations in developing and
sustaining ISIS and ANF, the Council urges States to take steps to ensure that financial institutions within
their territory prevent these groups from accessing the international financial system.

Just after the resolution was adopted, UNESCO Director-General, Irina Bokova, welcomed the measure's
explicit condemnation of destruction of cultural heritage and its approval of legally-binding measures to
counter illicit trafficking of antiquities and cultural objects from Iraq and Syria.

Calling the resolution a “milestone for enhanced protection of cultural heritage in Iraq and Syria,” she said
that pillage and destruction of the countries' culture has reached an unprecedented scale. “It fuels the
conflict by providing revenues for armed groups and terrorists. This resolution acknowledges that cultural
heritage stands on the front line of conflicts today, and it should be placed on the front line of the security
and political response to the crisis,” she added.

Welcoming the explicit role attributed to UNESCO by the Security Council, the Director-General reaffirmed
the agency's organization's commitment “to stand by Member States to ensure the full respect of the
UNESCO 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property”.

News Tracker: past stories on this issue
UN envoy and Syrian President discuss political solution to conflict, Aleppo fighting ‘freeze’

Secretary-General

All Statements

Selected Speeches

Off-the-cuff Remarks

Official Travels

Spokesperson's Office

Latest Statements

Briefing Highlights

Briefing Transcripts

Press Conferences

Notes to Correspondents

UN Daily News

UN System Links

Peacekeeping

Political Missions

UN Publications

Maps

Databases

News Magazines

Tools and Services Social Media

RSS

Twitter

Facebook

Flickr

YouTube

Subscribe

Contact

Copyright | Terms of Use | Privacy Notice | Site Index | Fraud Alert



MEETINGS COVERAGE AND PRESS RELEASES

27 MARCH 2015 SC/11840

7419th Meeting (AM)
SECURITY COUNCIL MEETINGS COVERAGE

Security Council Urged to ‘Stop the Madness’ as
Terrorists Trample Cultural, Religious Diversity of Middle
East

‘We Are Being Slaughtered,’ Says Iraqi Lawmaker; Secretary-General Promises Action Plan by
September
From Syria and Iraq to Libya and Yemen, the cultural and religious fabric in the Middle East, intricately woven

over centuries, was being torn apart by terrorists intent on eliminating the very diversity that had given rise to

many of the world’s great civilizations, the Security Council heard today as speakers implored it to help end the

fighting and urgently protect the region’s minorities.

“The members of this Council — and all those with influence — must help the people of this region reclaim its

historic diversity and dynamism,” Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told the Council, opening a day-long debate

on the victims of attacks and abuses on ethnic or religious grounds in the Middle East.

“I condemn in the strongest terms all persecution and violations of the rights to life and physical integrity of

individuals and communities based on religious, ethnic, national, racial or other grounds,” he declared.

Thousands of civilians were at the mercy of Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant/Sham (ISIL/ISIS) or Da’esh,

whose fighters were systematically killing ethnic and religious minorities and those who disagreed with its

warped interpretation of Islam, Mr. Ban said.  In Iraq, information strongly suggested that Da’esh had

perpetrated genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, and that minorities had been victims of that

violence.  In Syria, a lack of accountability had led to an exceptional rise in those atrocities, by Government and

non-State armed groups alike.  In Libya, Da’esh-affiliated groups were targeting minorities and attacking

religious sights.

For its part, the United Nations was developing an action plan on preventing violent extremism, he said, which

it would launch in September, and strengthening efforts to protect diversity in the Middle East.  As well, he

planned to form an advisory group of religious, civil, cultural, academic and business leaders to offer insight on

inter- and intra-sectarian dynamics.  Next month, with the General Assembly President, he would invite faith

leaders to a special event.

In an impassioned address, Vian Dakhil, a member of Iraq’s Parliament, said minority communities were being

targeted with crimes unprecedented in the history of the world.  New reports had shown that more than

420,000 Yezidis had been displaced and were living in camps in the Kurdistan region, Syria and Turkey, and that

thousands of girls had been sold into slavery.  One girl had been sold for $18, she said, appealing to the Council

for support.

“We are being slaughtered, our girls are being sold, our children are being taken,” she said, calling for

international protection for minority communities to return to their communities.  She also asked for

international support to eradicate the terrorist element — to free the more than 3,000 kidnapped women and

to rebuild cities destroyed by terrorist attacks.

Indeed, the situation in Iraq was reminiscent of massacres of Christians a century ago, said Louis Raphael Sako,

patriarch of the Chaldean Catholic Church of Babylon.  “We are living the same catastrophic situation.  The so-

called Arab Spring impacted negatively on us,” he said.  Positive coexistence should remain a priority for the

Council.  He urged support for the central Government and regional government of Kurdistan towards

liberating all Iraqi cities, as well as protection for Christians, Yezidis and Shabaks.

As Islamic extremists refused to live with non-Muslims, he said principles based on international law were

needed, keeping in mind that there was a silent, peaceful majority of Muslims that rejected the politicization of

the religion.  Outlining a proposal to “get out of this vicious cycle”, he advised taking legal decisions and



adopting definitive measures on political, cultural and educational solutions that protected the national mosaic

and safeguarded all citizens’ rights.  He also suggested updating the Constitution, fostering tolerance in

education reform, outlawing support for terrorist groups and promoting human rights.

Speaking via video link from Geneva, Zeid Ra’ad Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,

said that, while it was easy to portray the Middle East as exceptionally fragmented, its history was marked by

long-standing acceptance of multiple identities.  Today’s crises had been fanned by discrimination and

deliberate failures to respect human rights.

“Da’esh is an abomination,” he said.  An intricately interwoven social fabric in Syria and Iraq was giving way to

the “demented obliteration” of difference — any choice not in line with the takfiri world view, which itself was

impossibly thin.  In a terrible irony, Da’esh might be more accepting of diverse ethnic origins when it came to its

own members — so long as they acted in line with takfiri ideology — than many States were when it came to

their own citizens.

“If we attend to minority rights only after slaughter has begun, then we have already failed,” he said, adding

that international attention to minorities was too often partial, in that States overlooked abuses of

marginalized communities, or sporadic, in that minority rights were often highlighted only after the outbreak of

extreme violence, despite preceding years of exclusion.

The United Nations Network on Racial Discrimination and Minorities, which his Office coordinated, helped

States devise strategies for supporting those groups, he said as he pressed the Council to end the conflicts and

refer Iraq and Syria to the International Criminal Court.

“What good will it be to all of us, if action never comes, or arrives far too late to be effective?” he asked. 

Without joint resolution, the common bond would soon disappear, along with the cultures stitched by time into

one heritage.

In the ensuing debate, nearly 70 speakers from around the world decried the intolerance, violent extremism

and religious or ethnic persecution that had gained ground in the Middle East, notably against Christians,

Yezidis, Kurds, Turkmens and Shabaks.  Da’esh had unleashed terror, they said, with mass beheadings, forced

conversions, abductions and torture.  Such jihadi terrorism should never be confused with the message of

Islam.  Several proposed distinct courses of action.

Laurent Fabius, Minister for Foreign Affairs of France, whose delegation organized today’s debate, proposed

the creation of a special fund for the return of displaced populations.  He also suggested that the Secretary-

General present the Council with an action plan to address the situation of minorities in the Middle East.

Gebran Bassil, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Emigrants of Lebanon, said he had come directly from a meeting

of the Arab League, which was trying to save the rich cultures of the Middle East.  Calling Israel “the father of

Da’esh for decades”, he asked for a resolution that would truly protect minorities and create moral and political

“red lines” that could not be crossed.  He also called for a trust fund to rebuild devastated cultures.

More broadly, the representative of Iran said a comprehensive strategy against Da’esh must address

ideological, social, political and economic dimensions of violent extremism.  “If there is a genuine resolve to

combat extremism, it must be translated into specific and effective actions,” he said.  A “united front” that

included the disruption of financial and logistical support and the sharing of relevant information was needed.

José Manuel Garcia-Margallo, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, suggested a

multidisciplinary focus to address the root causes of terrorism and a platform for religious representatives

from conflict-affected areas.  “Somebody must stop this madness,” he said “and that somebody is us.”

Striking a different tone, the representative of the Russian Federation said that, from the start of the Arab

Spring, his Government had favoured solving regional crises through progressive reforms and building

agreement among inter-faith groups.  Yet, its calls to not let the situation fall to religious extremists were

ignored.

Likewise, Manuel Augusto, Secretary of State for External Relations of Angola, said the international

community’s response to the Arab Spring was a policy of regime change, with the provision of weapons to

opposition groups for that purpose.  To promote tolerance, stability and prosperity, the inclusion of youth into

all policies was now particularly important.



In that context, Egypt’s representative warned that selectivity in dealing with extremism must be avoided as

well.  Protecting certain religions alone presented certain risks; victims should not be identified according to

their faith.

Also speaking today were ministers and other senior officials of the United Kingdom, Austria, Canada, Armenia

and Cyprus.

Statements were also made by representatives of Chile, Jordan, Malaysia, Chad, United States, New Zealand,

Venezuela, China, Lithuania, Nigeria, Guatemala, Hungary, Iraq, Brazil, Israel, Kazakhstan, India, Bulgaria, Japan,

Australia, Morocco, Italy, Sweden, Germany, Syria, Pakistan, Thailand, Belgium, South Africa, Switzerland,

Colombia, Greece, United Arab Emirates, Slovenia, Portugal, Romania, Ukraine, Poland, Luxembourg, Turkey,

Netherlands, Croatia, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Ireland, Bahrain, Botswana, Republic of Korea, Latvia and

Argentina.

The Special Representative for Human Rights of the European Union also addressed the Council, as did the

Permanent Observers for the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and the Holy See.

The meeting began at 10:05 a.m. and ended at 6:02 p.m.

Statements

LAURENT FABIUS, Minister for Foreign Affairs of France, which holds the March Council presidency, spoke in his

national capacity, saying that today’s debate must go beyond an “alarm bell”.  Da’esh had unleashed terror,

targeted attacks and mass beheadings, including against Christians and Yezidis.  Facing the total disappearance

of minority groups, the international community must act.  “Minorities were not asking for favours,” he said. 

“They were simply demanding their rights.”  The United Nations agencies played a major role and Member

States must reinforce their financial support, he said, proposing a special fund for the return of displaced

populations.  Military action must keep that in mind so that when Da’esh forces were pushed back, minority

communities could return to their homes.  The international community should, among other things, support

the coexistence of all communities.  Fighting impunity was also important, he said, proposing that the

Secretary-General present the Council with a plan of action to address the situation of minorities in the Middle

East.

JOSÉ MANUEL GARCÍA-MARGALLO, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, said the brutal reality

of communities being torn apart and massacred was threatening the very fabric of the Middle East, the cradle

of civilization and the birthplace of the world’s three major religions.  Jihadi terrorism should never be confused

with the message of Islam, and the fight against terrorists was not a “clash of civilizations” but one aimed at

combatting barbarism.  Today’s meeting should lead to a step forward in that direction, including countering

terrorist ideologies and shutting down their financing.  As Spain had experienced terrorism, he recognized the

importance of hearing victims’ voices.  Going forward, he suggested a number of solutions, including a

multidisciplinary focus to address the root causes of terrorism and a platform for religious representatives

from conflict-affected areas.  “Somebody must stop this madness,” he concluded, “and that somebody is us.”

TOBIAS ELLWOOD, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office of the

United Kingdom, said the key to ending intolerance in the Middle East was leadership.  Before Da’esh had

launched attacks, communities had lived together.  But today, Da’esh was targeting, terrorizing and

slaughtering those communities and destroying a shared cultural history.  For its part, the United Kingdom had

contributed to supporting victims, he said, urging others to “step up” at the forthcoming pledging conference in

Kuwait.  Humanitarian issues must also be addressed, including sexual violence, and his Government was

working with Iraq on a range of related issues.  In view of the task ahead, he said “this was the work of a

generation”.  Turning to other countries in the region, he encouraged bolstered efforts towards the negotiation

of a two-State solution for Israelis and Palestinians and called on Governments to guarantee equal rights for all,

which would cause extremist ideologies to “wither and die”.

MANUEL AUGUSTO, Secretary of State for External Relations of Angola, describing widespread threats to

religious and ethnic minorities in the Middle East, said that the danger posed by extremists had to be met

through a clear response, including an information technology strategy to effectively counter propaganda and

reduce mobilization of youth for sinister objectives.  The promotion of a culture of tolerance, inclusion,

coexistence and understanding were key elements.  Unfortunately, the response of the international

community to the Arab Spring was a policy of regime change, with the provision of weapons to opposition

groups for that purpose.  The subsequent rise of ISIL proved that broken social and political fabric could not be

fixed by such tactics.  In order to now promote tolerance, stability and prosperity, the inclusion of youth into all

policies was now particularly important.  The peoples of the Middle East must be assisted to peacefully resolve

their conflicts so that the positive changes proclaimed by the Arab Spring could materialize.



ALFREDO LABBÉ VILLA (Chile) said that the present meeting was an opportunity to reflect on the extensive and

systematic persecution by the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant/Sham (ISIL/ISIS) of communities and

individuals belonging to certain ethnic, religious or sectarian minorities.  In that regard, Chile believed that the

multicultural, multi-ethnic and multi-religious character of many States — not only in the Middle East — was a

global public good to be preserved.  In the Middle East, it was important to denounce the “cruel optimism” of

the violence unleashed against religious minorities.  The situation of Christian communities in the region was a

source of special concern.  Chile had co-sponsored a joint statement entitled, “Supporting the human rights of

Christians and other communities, particularly in the Middle East”, in the Human Rights Council.  From its seat

on the Security Council, Chile had also strongly supported all collective action to combat terrorism and violent

extremism, while noting that terrorism, as a threat to international peace and security, could not be eliminated

by military means alone.  The crimes perpetrated by ISIL and related terrorist groups did not only deserve

resounding condemnation — without any “pseudo-justifying overtones” — but also required collective action

aimed at the total eradication of a modern scourge that was undermining the very bases of civilization.

DINA KAWAR (Jordan), citing killings, rape, forced displacement and persecution of minorities, including

Christians, Turkmens, Assyrians, said they were being deliberately attacked by ISIS, which aimed to annihilate

them in the region.  Girls had been enslaved, forced to work as suicide bombers, executioners and sex

workers.  Such violence was new to the Middle East, which historically had been known for pluralism and

coexistence among its many faiths.  Today’s challenge was to hold to account, deter and prevent impunity. 

Violations against ethnic or religious minorities by extremist armed groups must be monitored and

documented, and she proposed the creation of a mechanism to monitor the assets seized from minorities. 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the Syrian crisis must be urgently addressed.  Jordan, a custodian of Islamic

sites, was making every effort to protect religious minorities, notably through its policy of tolerance and respect

for religion, and it was hosting 2,000 Christians who had fled ISIS-related violence in Iraq.

SITI HA JJAR ADNIN (Malaysia) stressed his country’s commitment to implement resolutions 2170 (2014), 2178

(2014) and 2199 (2015), condemning in the strongest terms acts by violent extremists against ethnic and

religious minorities.  In that context, he denounced the ideology propagated by Al-Qaida, Boko Haram, Da’esh,

Ansar Al-Sharia, and the Al-Nusra Front, among other such groups.  His Government would work with all

partners in combating terrorism and violent extremism under the United Nations framework, he said, noting

that such violence in the Middle East affected all communities.  The Palestinian minority in Israel had suffered

discrimination — much of it officially legislated by Israel.  He underscored the importance of tolerance and

inclusiveness, which must be fostered in pluralistic societies, as well as diversity as a source of strength. 

Moderation should guide intercommunal relations, he added.

VITALY CHURKIN (Russian Federation) said the Middle East had fallen into an abyss of “unthinkable cruelty”. 

Extremists were carrying out mass killings against all who “did not believe in their dogma”, destroying shrines

and holding religious leaders in torture chambers.  Terrorism was being conducted under Islamic slogans that

had nothing to do with that peaceful religion.  The 2003 Iraq incursion had left religious and ethnic

communities to their own devices.  Over time, deep tensions in the region had worsened, particularly in Libya

in 2011, owing to bombings by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), which had wiped out the Libyan

regime and other elements that had held that State together.  In Syria, States had transferred much money and

weapons to illegal elements, as well as exerted military and economic pressure.  From the start of the Arab

Spring, his Government had favoured solving regional crises through progressive reforms and building

agreement among inter-faith groups.  Its calls to not let the situation fall to religious extremists were ignored. 

Other cynical actions had led to takeovers by other regimes.  Condemning violence against civilians on ethnic

or religious grounds, he said the Russian Federation would continue to strongly protect Christians and other

religions persecuted by terrorists.  He urged the international community to renew healthy pluralistic societies.

MAHAMAT ZENE CHERIF (Chad) said the Middle East was undergoing a deep political and security crisis, amid

the growth of terrorist groups.  Ethnic and religious minorities — among them Christians, Yezidis, Turkmens,

Sunnis and Shiites — were being targeted by Da’esh, through killings, torture and forced displacement.  Women

suffered sexual violence.  Political transitions in the Arab world had both heralded social cohesion and brought

about disorder, which had been exploited by terrorists.  Brutality by Da’esh required consistent international

and regional efforts to protect minorities.  In that context, United Nations actions must consider heightened

international and regional cooperation to combat terrorism.  The Council must regularly consider the

protection of minorities.  The framework for legal cooperation must be enlarged, while the restoration of

democracy and the rule of law must be encouraged.  Massive assistance to those in conflict zones in the Middle

East was needed, including to return home.  The solution was not solely military, he said, stressing the

importance of political processes, as well as education and awareness-raising.

MICHELE J. SISON (United States) said that promoting religious freedom was a priority for her country.  Recent

events had seen the brutalization of minorities, including targeted attacks, abductions and sexual

enslavement.  There must be accountability for the individuals responsible for those and other “terrible” acts. 



As vulnerable communities across Iraq and Syria were being threatened by ISIL’s atrocities and mass killings,

her country was working to combat it by halting the flow of finances and foreign fighters.  The actions taken to

protect minorities were a priority in that fight, including a mission taken to rescue members of the Yezidi

community under attack and ongoing efforts to save thousands of kidnapped women.  Other minority groups,

including Christians, were also suffering in the region, and in Syria, the Assad regime had indiscriminately

bombed its citizens.  For its part, the United States was contributing to efforts to help civilians in Iraq and Syria.

JIM MCLAY (New Zealand) said the international community must acknowledge the threat posed by terrorist

groups such as ISIL and promote inclusive, multicultural societies.  While the upsurge in violence and

persecution of ethnic and religious minorities was not unique to the Middle East or any single religion, an

immediate priority was to restore security where minorities were particularly vulnerable.  That meant achieving

stable and inclusive political solutions and providing support to end the conflicts and instability on which

extremist groups and their ideologies thrived.  Strong political will, sustained commitment at all levels of

government and inclusive post-conflict initiatives that did not entrench existing divisions were required.  He

urged the United Nations and Member States to promote anti-radicalization and counter violent extremism by

involving religious, and community and educational leaders.  He noted projects in his region, such as

community police training, towards that end.

RAFAEL RAMÍREZ (Venezuela) condemned the brutal violence unleashed by terrorists in the region.  Conflict, as

seen in Iraq, Libya and Syria, and assistance to armed groups were triggering tragic consequences by

exacerbating hatred and religious intolerance.  The destruction of the social fabric and the State institutions

was the fertile ground for breeding terrorism, as could be seen in Libya and now in Syria.  Financing terrorists

must end.  However, military action was not enough; attention must be paid to ensuring the creation of equal

societies.  The fight against terrorism must be based on international humanitarian and human rights law. 

Promoting inclusive development was also important, he said, expressing support for the people of the Middle

East to help them put an end to the scourge of terrorism.

LIU JIEYI (China) said recent rampant human rights violations, especially against minority groups, were a grave

concern.  As long as peace remained elusive, terrorists and extremist forces would flourish.  Political dialogue

and national reconciliation were the only solutions to address those and conflict-related issues and the

international community should take a number of steps to combat terrorism.  Those steps included stabilizing

the situation in the region as soon as possible and acting in solidarity and coordination, he said, adding that

China had actively supported counter-terrorism efforts.  The international community should also take

effective measures against terrorists using the Internet to conduct planning, recruitment and funding and

ensure that steps were taken to prevent the terrorist threat in the Middle East from spreading to other regions. 

Poverty and underdevelopment were among the major root causes of terrorism, and the international

community should assist Middle East States in programmes to enable their people to enjoy peace and

prosperity, thus removing terrorism’s breeding ground.

RAIMONDA MURMOKAITĖ (Lithuania) said that as radicals and fanatics were threatening existence of diverse

communities, the situation in Iraq and Syria was more than armed conflicts, but human, economic and cultural

tragedies.  Da’esh fanatics were more than just terrorists, as they now controlled vast areas, illegally declaring

statehood.  As terrorism was seeping over borders, into Libya, Mali, Yemen, Tunisia and the European region,

the world must use all necessary measures to stop Da’esh.   The face of terrorism had modernized, and so

should the international community’s response, including crippling Da’esh and its social media recruitment

propaganda, she said, insisting on the full implementation of Council resolutions 2170 (2014) and 2178 (2014)

on terrorist threats, including choking terrorists’ financial support and ending recruitment.  Strong inclusive

Governments should be supported and impunity must end against those responsible for terrorist acts.

USMAN SARKI (Nigeria), welcoming today’s discussion, said he hoped it would be expanded in the future to

include the situation of minority groups around the world.  External interference, occupation and the

proliferation of weapons had all contributed to the current state of affairs.  Greater efforts must be made to

end, in particular, the scourge of illicit arms, as well as to promote the implementation of human rights

treaties.  His country had put in place a multidimensional strategy to curb extremism beyond military methods. 

It was critical to spread tolerance and make known the rights of minorities to live in areas they had inhabited

for many generations.  A strong and clear message had to be sent to all extremists, and the Council must show

resolve by immediate delivery of humanitarian assistance, he stressed.  His country stood shoulder to shoulder

in the fight against violent extremism and other intolerance.

GEBRAN BASSIL, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Emigrants of Lebanon, said that he had come directly from a

meeting of the Arab League, which was trying to save the rich variety of cultures of the Middle East.  Lebanon

remained a country of tolerance and coexistence, in the face of the inhumanity of Da’esh, which represented

the fall of the global security order.  He wondered if selectivity in dealing with the world’s problems was a

reason for the declining situation.  There must be a true mobilization on the ground, bringing to bear all the



tools of international justice.  He had come to the Council to defend cultures and ways of life, including

Christianity and Islam, the latter of which was being distorted in his region and demonized in others.  The

Middle East must preserve its diversity and not be carved into separated communities.  Stating that “Israel was

the father of Da’esh for decades”, he asked for a resolution that would truly protect the region’s minorities and

create moral and political “red lines” that could not be crossed.  He also called for a trust fund to rebuild

devastated cultures.

SEBASTIAN KURZ (Austria) said the acts of Da’esh must be named as war crimes, crimes against humanity and

genocide and must not go unpunished.  Thus, the Council should quickly refer the situation in Syria to the

International Criminal Court.  Austria was cooperating, especially with Western Balkan countries, to confront

Jihadism, through such measures as closer cooperation between law enforcement authorities, enhanced

border security and joint efforts to remove terrorist content from the Internet.  Outlining further steps to take,

he said it must be made clear that “this is not a conflict between the Western and Muslim world, [but] between

all of us and terrorism”.  He further called for religious freedom and coexistence and to “live our values” for the

sake of credibility.  “We must not allow our societies to be divided.  We must stand up against all forms of

intolerance and radicalization.  And we have to be united in our fight against terrorism,” he said.

LYNNE YELICH, Minister of State of Canada, said it was crucial to address the widespread persecution of

religious and ethnic groups in the Middle East, which was characterized by the coexistence of Sunni and Shia

Muslims, Christians, Yezidis and others.  ISIL and other groups sought to wipe out that diversity, as had been

seen in February with the beheading of 21 Coptic Orthodox Christians in Libya and the kidnapping of hundreds

of Assyrian Christians in north-eastern Syria.  By some estimates, the near-total disappearance of Christians

from the region was unfolding.  Condemning such acts in the strongest terms, he said Canada stood in

solidarity with the victims, whose only supposed crime was to oppose ISIL’s warped ideology of hatred.  Canada

was part of global efforts to counter ISIL and was speaking on behalf of persecuted religious communities

through its Office of Religious Freedom.  He urged the Council to address persecution on religious or ethnic

grounds, and supported the High Commissioner’s recommendation that it address any information that

pointed to genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.

ASHOT HOVAKIMIAN, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Armenia, said that it was disappointing that on the

eve of the seventieth anniversary of the United Nations there was a new wave of violence, vandalism and

hatred.  Among other attacks, on 21 March, Al-Qaida-affiliated terrorist groups attacked the predominantly

Armenian population of the town of Kessab, on the border of Syria and Turkey.  Armenia, as a nation that had

survived the first genocide of the twentieth century, had a moral responsibility to protect the rights of religious

and ethnic groups.  Describing the destruction by terrorists of the Saint Martyrs Church in Syria, “a symbolic

link between old and new crimes”, he said that the international community should work hard to address gaps

in the protection of religious and ethnic groups and empower them to enjoy human rights and fundamental

freedoms.

STRAVOS LAMBRINIDIS, Special Representative for Human Rights of the European Union, said violations against

civilians in the Middle East demanded accountability and an end to impunity.  Syrian and Iraqi citizens were on

the front line, amid reports of gross, widespread and systematic human rights violations and sectarian violence,

which were of grave concern.  He condemned the crimes against humanity and human rights violations

outlined in the ninth report of the United Nations Commission of Inquiry on Syria.  Acts by Da’esh could not go

unpunished.  The kidnapping of more than 200 Christian Assyrians in the Hassakeh region of Syria last month

was just the most recent in the long list of brutal acts by Da’esh.  While the group’s first victims were Sunni

Muslims, it was clear that it posed a more deliberate threat to minorities — Christians, Yezidis and Shabakis

among them.  It also jeopardized the survival of the multi-ethnic and religious character of the Middle East. 

Military action was essential, as was addressing the underlying violence in Syria and Iraq.  Citing regional

efforts, he said European Union ministers had adopted a strategy for countering Da’esh.

NIKOS CHRISTODOULIDES, Government Spokesman of Cyprus, said ethnic and religious clashes were a pretext

for nearly every conflict in the world.  In Syria, it was clear that long-term oppression and intolerance had

cultivated the ground for terrorism, with unbearable violence by ISIL/Da’esh and other groups.  The

international community should send a strong message condemning terrorism in all its forms and including the

organizers, financiers and sponsors of such violence.  In Iraq, ISIL/Da’esh could only be defeated with political

unity and by addressing the security and political crisis, which was essential for regional stability.  Also, events

in Libya should prompt support for the political process in that country.  Cyprus aligned with the international

coalition against terrorism and had promoted actions aimed at protecting ancient communities and religious

and ethnic minorities in the Middle East.

UFUK GOKCEN, Permanent Observer for the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, said that “the alarming

developments in Syria and Iraq should not be seen as civilizational or religious confrontation”.  The start of the

terror campaign of Da’esh particularly targeting Christian and Yezidi Iraqi citizens and forced deportations



under the threat of execution was a serious threat aimed at tearing apart the social fabric of the Iraqi people. 

The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation had publicly condemned the inhuman acts of

Da’esh, and underlined that such atrocities contradicted the organization’s principles.  Its Secretary General had

also condemned attacks against Christians in Syria and Iraq and warned against a “slide towards a sectarian

dimension” in the Syrian crisis.  It remained concerned about attacks and vandalism targeting Islamic and

Christian holy sites in the occupied East Jerusalem.  “It is vital that religious leaders, as moral leaders of their

communities, play a responsible role to ensure communal peace and harmony,” he said, describing a number

of initiatives in that respect.

MÓNICA BOLAÑOS PÉREZ (Guatemala) said that diplomacy and dialogue were needed to bridge divisions

across the Middle East, although the situation had grown more complex with the activities of non-State actors. 

She firmly condemned all acts of violence, including those by ISIL and others whom she said were committing

war crimes.  Outlining the precarious situation of minorities in the region along with the atrocities committed

by extremists, she reaffirmed the rights of those people to live in peace and dignity.  She also called for the end

of destruction of cultural heritage, as well as impunity for such actions.  The Council must attribute

responsibility on a consistent basis and the international community must stand firm on ending ethnic and

religious hatred.  She welcomed the Secretary-General’s words this morning in that regard.  All steps to prevent

further atrocities must be made, she stressed.

KATALIN ANNAMÁRIA BOGYAY (Hungary) said it was the common responsibility of the international community

to stop the expansion of violent extremism and terrorism, which posed the greatest global challenge.  Hungary

strongly supported all initiatives aimed at defeating Da’esh and other terrorist groups, and believed a

sustainable solution required comprehensive action, ideally under United Nations auspices, and the committed

participation of all stakeholders.  With no immediate solution in sight, however, vulnerable populations such as

ethnic and religious minorities must be protected.  Furthermore, there must be no impunity for the

“horrendous” acts committed by Da’esh and other terrorist groups in the Middle East.  Bearing in mind that the

primary responsibility lay with the Iraqi State, its acceptance of the International Criminal Court jurisdiction

under article 12(3) of the Rome Statute might also be an option, and she urged that country to become a party

to the Statute.  If that did not happen soon, the Council could consider referring the situation in Iraq to the

Court.  Regarding the crimes committed in Libya, Hungary had requested the International Criminal Court

prosecutor to expand her investigations originally initiated as a result of the Security Council referral in 2011

into the recent execution of the 21 Egyptian Coptic Christians.

MOHAMED ALI ALHAKIM (Iraq) said that his country took pride in thousands of years of cultural diversity. 

Under its new Constitution, all Iraqis were equal before the law.  Recent events had caused “double danger” to

all Iraqis and to minorities in particular.  Iraqi groups such as Christians, Yezidis and others contributed to the

inclusive elected Government, which fostered national unity and provided a decent and dignified life to Iraq’s

citizens.  Today, however, there was significant danger, as ISIS had imposed itself by armed force and had

managed to extend its might over large areas of Iraq and Syria.  The Da’esh group targeted minorities, but its

actions had engulfed all Iraqis without exception.  The group undertook systemic aggression against private

and religious places, raped women and abducted children.  Thousands of Christian and Yezidi girls had been

captured and sold.  Such violence and persecution threatened the Iraqi social fabric.  Calling the actions of

Da’esh “war crimes, crimes against humanity and even genocide”, he went on to say that hundreds of

thousands of people had been displaced as a result of the violence.  The solution did not lay with the relocation

of minority groups.  Instead, the very existence of Da’esh must be eradicated, he said.

GUILHERME DE AGUAIR PATRIOTA (Brazil) described the widespread and systematic persecution of individuals

on ethnic and religious grounds as one of the ugliest aspects of the recent surge of violent extremism in the

Middle East and elsewhere.  The international community could not remain indifferent in the face of such

savagery.  Brazil, as a pluricultural, multi-ethnic nation, assumed diversity as a defining trait of its identity.  It

thus strongly condemned the persecution of individuals on the basis of their ethnicity or belief and rejected

any act of intolerance or incitement to religious or ethnic hatred.  Violent extremism was a multidimensional

threat and would only be efficiently countered by considering its underlying causes such as political instability,

poverty and exclusion.  The Middle East and the world could no longer bear the burden of unresolved conflicts

such as one between Israel and Palestine, he said, and called for a political solution in Syria, Libya and Yemen. 

Initiatives such as the Alliance of Civilizations would contribute to dispel stereotypes that associated terrorism

with specific cultures, religions or ethnic groups.

RON PROSOR (Israel) described persecution against Jews in Arab lands, where 1 million of them had lived for

2,500 years, following the United Nations vote to establish a Jewish State.  Thousands had been murdered in

riots and hundreds of thousands more had been forced to flee.  Having succeeded in ridding their lands of

Jews, extremists were now turning to Christians and other minorities, he stated, describing recent atrocities by

ISIL and others.  Calling the Kurds the “leading force” against ISIL, he urged support for their political

independence.  Citing persecution of minorities in what he called “tyrannical regimes” in the Middle East, he



said that there was only one place in the region where minorities had the freedom to practise their faith,

change faith or practise no faith at all, and that was Israel.  Christians in areas under Palestinian leadership

were under threat.  It was time for the Security Council to break its silence on such persecution and give the

world’s people a reason to believe in it.

KAIRAT ABDRAKHMANOV (Kazakhstan) expressed concern that extremist and terrorist groups were creating

quasi-State entities to combat legitimate Governments and sow enmity and hatred.  The determined and

concerted efforts of all Member States and relevant stakeholders, led by the United Nations, were the only way

to combat that violent extremism.  His delegation endorsed the Secretary-General’s proposal for setting up an

international panel of experts, and the French presidency’s initiative to convene a global conference as a follow-

up to the present debate.  He also called for an end to all impunity with a greater use of the International

Criminal Court.  Echoing the sentiment of other speakers that religious and spiritual leaders must promote

mutual respect and harmony, he said that every three years, Kazakhstan had convened the Congress of the

Leaders of World and Traditional Religions as a platform for that purpose.  The fifth congress would be held in

June and would focus on dialogue among religious and political leaders for peace and development.

BHAGWANT S. BISHNOI (India) also condemned violence perpetrated in the name of religion or ethnicity in the

Middle East and elsewhere, and expressed deep concern over the activities of proscribed outfits, radicalized

and extremist groups in the region.  “Efforts must be taken by all parties and stakeholders in the region to curb

these dangerous sectarian and extremist trends,” he said.  There could be no justification for terrorism and

violent extremism.  The issue required a consolidated, rather than a fragmented, approach, including through

developing a legal framework for fighting terrorism at the international level, especially by through the early

adoption of the comprehensive convention on international terrorism, as well as by developing suitable

regulatory frameworks for the prosecution of terrorists.  The primary responsibility to promote and protect

human rights rested with States, and it was imperative that the sovereignty, independence and territorial

integrity if all Member States be taken into account “when considering our response”.

STEPHAN TAFROV (Bulgaria), associating with the European Union, said that the international community must

act with resolve to end the systematic persecution of minorities in the Middle East, particularly what he called

the barbarity of Da’esh.  He supported adding “cultural genocide” to the list of internationally recognized

serious crimes, and called for crimes in Iraq and Syria to be brought before the International Criminal Court.  A

road map to preserve the diversity of the Middle East was also needed.  As humanitarian aid was essential as

well for those suffering in the region, his country had contributed assistance to those fleeing the violence in

Syria and would continue to do so.  Robust mobilization of the Council and the international community was

necessary, however, to put an end to the suffering caused by Da’esh and other extremists.

MOTOHIDE YOSHIKAWA (Japan) stressed the need to mobilize against terrorist attempts to eradicate the

diversity of the social fabric of the Middle East.  Pointing out that citizens of all backgrounds had become

victims of extremists, he recalled the murder of two Japanese nationals at the beginning of the year.  He firmly

condemned what he called such inhumane and despicable acts, and said that fighting it required the

international community to work together.  For its part, Japan was steadily implementing Council counter-

terrorism resolutions, while assisting Middle East countries to do so.  In addition, Japanese cooperation

promoted employment and the growth of a middle class, which also countered extremist violence, while its

diplomacy encouraged moderation.  Concluding, he called on the international community to stand firm

against violent extremism, pledging his country’s determination to play an active part in the endeavour.

AMR ABDELLATIF ABOULATTA (Egypt) said that human rights and coexistence of peoples were under attack by

groups such as Da’esh and called for firm action to uproot them.  All members of a religious group must not be

targeted in the fight against extremism, however, as that would only fuel the fire of hatred.  Specifically, ISIL’s

activities should not be used as an excuse to attack Islam.  Selectivity in dealing with extremism must be

avoided as well, he warned.  Protecting certain religions alone presented certain risks; victims should not be

identified according to their faith.  Christians, he stressed, were an integral part of the fabric of the Middle East

and of his country.  He pledged that Egypt would spare no effort to protect its entire population against

extremist violence.

GILLIAN BIRD (Australia) said the people of the Middle East had long taken rightful pride in their mosaic of

languages, cultures and confessions.  Through immigration, the region’s diversity had enriched Australia.  Sadly,

the Middle East’s religious diversity was under threat as never before with the emergence of extremist groups

that perpetrated horrific atrocities against anyone they considered to be unbelievers.  The reckless destruction

of antiquities was an assault on thousands of years of heritage.  Freedom of religion was a core human right

which must be respected in all countries.  She urged Middle Eastern States to fulfil their responsibility to

protect ethnic and religious minorities.  They needed to give particular attention to protecting women and girls



from sexual and gender-based violence.  All Member States must look at the role they could play in supporting

freedom and religion.  Citing Jordan and Lebanon as positive examples in the region, she stressed the urgency

of a political solution in Syria, where all communities could have a voice in their country’s future.

ABDERRAZZAK LAASSEL (Morocco) said that the massacres of communities and destruction of heritage sites by

terrorist groups were aimed at “erasing our collective memory”.  Those atrocities could not be ignored or

tolerated, or worse, go unpunished.  Unanimous condemnation, however, would not “ease our conscience”;

collective action was needed to establish strategies to prevent those barbaric crimes while addressing their

root causes.  The world was undergoing an unprecedented “identity crisis”, with vast changes in the economic,

financial, social and cultural arenas.  Political decision makers, civil society and schools needed to be at the

forefront of efforts to establish tolerance.  The Rabat Plan of Action, adopted in October 2012, had concluded a

series of workshops on that matter, and building on the adoption of that plan, the city of Fez would soon host a

meeting on alliances against intolerance.  Morocco hoped to share with the world its positive experiences with

the harmonious coexistence of all of its many elements.

GHOLAMALI KHOSHROO (Iran) strongly condemning the widespread targeting and killing of ethnic monitories

by Da’esh terrorists and other extremists, and said that “violent extremism has emerged as an unprecedented

composition of narcissistic, dogmatic and violent entities with a global agenda”.  That new force was a unique

global terror network, active in recruiting as many as 90 countries, sharing terror tactics and romanticizing

violence and bloodshed.  They continued to use social media to reach out to young people.  The terror network

was “unparalleled in its brutality”, and its members falsely called themselves Muslims.  The international

community’s inconsistent, incoherent policy and strategy in combating extremist groups fundamentally

undermined efforts to confront them and even served to embolden them.  Indeed, a comprehensive strategy

against Da’esh must address ideological, social, political and economic dimensions of violent extremism.  “If

there is a genuine resolve to combat extremism, it must be translated into specific and effective actions,” he

said, calling for a “united front” with a clear message and a coordinated strategy including the disruption of

financial and logistical support and the sharing of relevant information.

SEBASTIANO CARDI (Italy), associating with the statement by the European Special Representative, stressed the

importance of preserving inclusiveness in the Middle East and cherishing it as a social good.  His country was

engaged in projects in favour of minorities in the region, including Yezidis and Christians, as well as work to

protect the unique multicultural heritage.  He strongly condemned the violence by Da’esh and others against

minorities, while recognizing that the first victims of those groups were Muslims.  Long-term cultural initiatives

were key, as was strengthening capacity to warn of impending violence, through United Nations initiatives that

had been supported by Italy.  A post-2015 development agenda that promoted peaceful and inclusive societies

would also help.  Also critical were the promotion of dialogue and outreach to all communities, reconciliation,

the fight against impunity and preservation of cultural traditions.  He welcomed the Secretary-General’s

proposal to draft a concrete action plan on the issue.

OLOF SKOOG (Sweden), speaking on behalf of the Nordic Countries, urged the Council to push for a political

solution that could put an end to the suffering of all communities in Syria.  Regarding atrocities committed

against minorities in the region, he demanded that those responsible be prosecuted.  Aside from the

immediate suffering of the affected, he regretted that a region that was once home to a mosaic of communities

— Christian, Jewish, Mandean, Muslim, Yezidi and Zoroastrian — risked being reduced to a political entity of

“paralysing uniformity”.  Diversity must be preserved.  Noting humanitarian aid from the Nordic countries, he

stressed the need to take responsibility, in the absence of a political solution, for those who fled persecution

and conflict.  Inclusive political action in Syria and Iraq, including reconciliation, was necessary to end the

suffering.  The need for a negotiated solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict was also ever more pressing. 

Noting that all countries, including his own, were susceptible to sectarian and gender-based violence, he

concluded:  “The strongest counter-narrative against polarization is inclusive participation.”

HARALD BRAUN (Germany) said Da’esh had aimed at methodically and systematically destroying the mosaic

diversity of the region, as seen in targeted attacks against Yezidi settlements and crimes that could amount to

genocide, and its brutalization of other groups, including Shiite and Christian communities.  Some had said only

a dictatorial State could counter Da’esh, but Syria had shown that tyranny could neither guarantee nor enable

genuine religious tolerance to grow.  What was needed was to stand up for pluralism, diversity, inclusiveness

and human rights alongside military support for partners on the ground.  Germany was equipping and training

Iraqi security forces and was supporting the country’s new Government in promoting the inclusion of all groups

in society.  An inclusive political process was also needed to resolve the Syrian conflict.  The international

community should do all it could to support victims, from providing a safe haven for refugees to ensuring a

safe return home for displaced persons.



BASHAR JA’AFARI (Syria) said that his country for centuries exemplified coexistence to a degree not seen

elsewhere.  However, that was now under attack by unprecedented terrorism that thrived because of

assistance by Member States, some of which were represented in the room.  There were no minorities in Syria,

only component groups that were now defending their existence.  Security Council resolutions on combatting

terrorism must be implemented and those arming and otherwise assisting terrorists must be stopped. 

Attempts were made by Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey to export exclusionist thinking, which was alien to

Syrian society.  Da’esh did not emerge out of the blue; there was Zionism and other precursors in the region. 

Social networks used by the terrorists could be eliminated, and Member States must stop backing so-called

moderate opposition groups that supported terrorism.  Recent events showed that Da’esh and the Al-Nusra

Front were allied with Israel and its partners inside and outside the region.

MALEEHA LODHI (Pakistan) said that the recent escalation of violence and terrorism in the Middle East was an

affront to humanity and all civilized norms.  Deeply offensive and unacceptable were attempts by some vested

interests to blame Islam as the source of the current chaos.  It was clear that disorder and the collapse of State

authority across North Africa and the Middle East had turned the Arab Spring into a “brutal winter”.  The partial

or complete breakdown of State authority in Iraq and Syria had allowed the rise of violent groups, such as

Da’esh, inured by extremist ideologies and radical agendas.  “The quest for power by cynical and brutal leaders,

wrapped in religious cloaks, is not surprising in the circumstances,” he said.  Military and police action could

deal with the symptoms of the phenomenon, but not the disease.  That required a more comprehensive

approach, one that offered a path for the constructive involvement of youth in the economic, social and

political life of their societies and States.  Most importantly, it required an effective and thoughtful response to

the narrative of many extremist groups:  that Muslims had been historically oppressed and could regain their

rights and freedoms only though violent means.

VIRACHAI PLASAI (Thailand) said that the chronic conflicts in the Middle East had claimed too many lives and

deprived people of their right to live in dignity over the past six decades.  That horrific situation was now

exacerbated by increasing widespread and systematic persecution of innocent people, based on ethnic groups

or religious grounds.  “Peace prevails only when the principles of human rights and justice are fully observed,”

he said.  Thailand, therefore, strongly supported the rights-based approach to intercultural and interreligious

dialogue.  The international community must make concerted efforts to promote peaceful coexistence of

cultures, religions, beliefs and faiths, as well as to stop terrorism and violent extremism.  “Together, we must

send a strong message that disrespect or intolerance of religious, cultural or ethnic differences, no matter what

the motivations are, must end,” he said.

BÉNÉDICTE FRANKINET (Belgium) said the last century had seen the number of Christians in the Middle East fall

to 5 per cent from 30 per cent.  In the face of the “horror” of terrorist threats such as Da’esh, Christians and

other minority groups were paying a disproportionate price.  That group was a “global menace” and, for its

part, Belgium had joined the coalition against Da’esh in 2014.  The fight against terrorism was not a war of

civilizations nor was it a choice between brutal military regimes or radical extremists.  Concrete action was

needed to combat that scourge, including tackling the radicalization of youth and promoting tolerance.  In

addition, fighting impunity was essential to establish lasting peace in the region, and the Council had a key role

in referring cases, including the situation in Syria, to the International Criminal Court.  Concluding, she said it

was also critical to ensure that minority groups could return to their homes.

EPHRAIM LESHALA MMINELE (South Africa) said that it was the collective duty of Member States to reject all

forms of intolerance and its manifestation regardless of where it occurred.  “Our own country’s history has

taught us that racial, religious or ethnic intolerance is immoral,” he said.  It was, therefore, imperative that the

international community reaffirm the rights of the individuals who were suffering persecution to live in peace

in their countries.  “We should also be particularly firm in focusing on the eradication of the root causes of all

forms of intolerance, and find ways of addressing fundamental ideologies that create hatred,” he said.  There

was a need to understand and address the conditions that made terrorism an attractive option to the

disaffected, and to develop strategies to address them.  Concerted efforts must be made to resolve conflicts in

all parts of the world, including the Middle East.

OLIVIER ZEHNDER (Switzerland) condemned in the strongest possible terms the human rights abuses and

violations of international humanitarian law committed by Government armed forces and non-State armed

groups in the Middle East and elsewhere.  He called on all parties to armed conflicts to meet their obligations

under international law and to respect humanitarian principles, pointing out that respect for and the protection

of human rights was the primary responsibility of States.  In all situations, States must do everything within

their power to protect their populations.  Actions taken as part of the struggle against terrorism did not justify

any weakening of measures to protect and respect human rights and the rule of law.  He further stressed the

importance of accountability nationally and internationally for all violations and abuses committed against



civilians, and for attacks against cultural property and places of worship.  Preventive engagement should be

encouraged, he said, noting that preventing violent extremism was one of Switzerland’s priorities in its efforts

to promote peace and combat terrorism.

MARIA EMMA MEJIA (Colombia) said that the gravity of human rights violations compelled her country to

express solidarity with the values of humanity.  Terrorism threatened all countries equally; she condemned the

attacks by extremist groups in the Middle East such as ISIL, as well as those in Africa such as Boko Haram,

which amounted to war crimes and crimes against humanity.  Terrorism must not be linked to any religion, and

the international community must act together with a united purpose and with consistency to respond to such

unprecedented crimes.  Joint work must identify the problems and solutions and also build inclusive societies. 

In addition, strong humanitarian commitments must be made to those who had to flee their homes, she

added.

CATHERINE BOURA (Greece), associating with the European Union, said the protracted conflicts in Syria and

Iraq and the horrendous crimes committed by terrorist groups had resulted in an unprecedented humanitarian

crisis in the region.  Stressing the need to closely monitor the situation of religious and ethnic groups, she said

that could serve as an indicator of the overall political atmosphere in the Middle East.  Efforts towards regional

peace and stability would require consensus on supporting the historical presence of those communities in

their homeland.  The international community should support the efforts of religious institutions and civil

society in promoting moderation and peaceful coexistence.  Greece was working on convening an international

conference with the aim of addressing the issue in a comprehensive way.

LANA NUSSEIBEH (United Arab Emirates) said a generation of children was growing up believing that discord

was a natural state of being in the Middle East.  “This is simply not true,” she said.  Throughout history, religious

minorities had been protected against those who had sought to harm them.  Peaceful coexistence was best

seen in Jerusalem.  Great civilizations and peoples were part of that city’s rich history, and it must not be turned

into a next theatre of conflict.  Da’esh was committing atrocities in Iraq, Libya and Syria, threatening the region

with its totalitarian world view — “the desperate lies of a demented few”.  The rich cultural tapestry of the

Middle East did not need to be relegated to antiquity.  More than 200 nationalities lived and worshiped freely in

her country.  It was vital to shore up States’ economic, social, legal and institutional infrastructure.  The Council

must condemn the systematic persecution of minorities and consult regional States.  “We understand the

issues and the context,” she said, urging that impunity be addressed and that Governments be encouraged to

extend protection to all their citizens.

MATEJ MARN (Slovenia) said that his delegation was appalled by the misuse of religion to fuel provocation,

confrontation, religious hatred and extremism.  Many women and girls belonging to different religious

minorities were victims of rape, torture, sexual enslavement and forced marriage with Da’esh fighters, among

other cruelties.  The international community must find a way to end impunity for those crimes, he said,

underlining the crucial role of the International Criminal Court in that regard.  “When formulating our response

to tragic events related to international terrorism, we should keep in mind that we are dealing with a

multifaceted and fluid phenomenon that should not be directly associated with religion, race or belief,” he

said.  Any generalizations of guilt should be avoided as they could create stereotypes.  The international

community’s response should not only focus on repressive means, but should also tackle the root causes of

radicalization, he said.

ALVARO MENDONÇA E MOURA (Portugal) was appalled at the increasing and serious human rights abuses and

international humanitarian law violations, including mass killings, extrajudicial and summary executions and

deliberate targeting of civilians.  Human rights violations by States could foster radicalization and recruitment. 

Hatred of ethnic or religious communities stemmed from a social, cultural, economic and political legacy that

was usually found in discriminatory policies, as well as in exclusion, State repression and endemic corruption. 

States were obliged to ensure that people belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities

could exercise their human rights.  The international community should hold States and non-State armed

groups to account.  Stability in the Middle East required respecting human rights and tackling the causes that

allowed extremist ideologies to flourish.  States must also promote a culture of tolerance, notably through

human rights education.

SIMONA MIRELA MICULESCU (Romania) said the strategies of gangs, such as so-called Da’esh, were as simple

as their beliefs were backward.  “Let us not forget the victims,” she said, stressing that Yezidis had likely

suffered the most since the emergence of Da’esh.  She urged a ratcheting up of efforts to preserve the mosaic

of ethnic and religious communities that had been part of the Middle East for centuries.  The United Nations

should raise awareness about minorities through the Alliance of Civilizations.  She also supported the

Secretary-General’s development of an action plan, and the holding of a conference on the topic, announced by

the representative of France.  She hoped to see more debates aimed at fostering understanding of



discrimination based on religion or ethnic origin.  Societies must speak openly about how terrorism fostered

discrimination and marginalization.  Quoting former Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld, she said:  “The

United Nations was not created to bring humanity to heaven, but rather, to save it from hell”.

ANDRIY TSYMBALIUK (Ukraine), supporting resolution 2199 (2015) on terrorist organizations, said his

Government was committed to countering the ISIL threat.  He agreed that inclusive political transition in Syria

and inclusive political governance in Iraq were crucial for regional stability.  Strongly condemning the

widespread and systematic persecution of minorities in the Middle East on ethnic or religious grounds, he also

was deeply concerned at ISIL’s destruction of cultural heritage in Iraq and Syria.  He supported the Council’s

decision that all States should take steps to prevent the trade in Iraqi and Syrian cultural property.  He also

condemned abductions of women and children, their exploitation and abuse by ISIL, Al-Nusra Front and others

associated with Al-Qaida.  “This activity must be stopped by all possible measures and this issue should stay on

the Security Council agenda,” he stressed.

BOGUSŁAW WINID (Poland), associating with the European Union, said that, as a country with a centuries-long

tradition of tolerance, the current attacks on minorities were of grave concern to Poland, which was

contributing aid to persecuted groups.  Unfortunately, every day brought new horrors, including the attack in

Tunis, in which three Polish nationals, among 20 others, had lost their lives.  Destruction of cultural heritage,

some of which was especially meaningful to his country also continued, in an effort to wipe away all non-Sunni

traces from the Middle East.  “The history of the twentieth century teaches us about the need to act in the face

of similar developments to prevent even bigger-scale atrocities,” he said.  The situations in Syria, Iraq and Libya

required concrete action by the Security Council.  Further inaction would only fuel extremism and deepen the

suffering of millions, he stressed.

OLIVIER MAES (Luxembourg) said all forms of extremism could only survive if protected by ignorance.  The

brutality being unleashed by Da’esh on minority groups was “madness” and amounted to an attempt to

eradicate the region’s diversity.  The horrific acts Da’esh had committed against a range of minority groups

were tantamount to war crimes, as new reports had shown.  Turning to Syria, he said the Council must act to

address the dire situation there and to implement measures, including resolution 2139 (2014).  Given the

current crisis, he called on the Council to refer that situation to the International Criminal Court.

LEVENT ELER (Turkey) said people of the region had lived for centuries in peace, but recently, legitimate

demands for democracy had risen alongside disturbing xenophobic trends.  Terrorism and extremism were not

a Middle East phenomenon nor should they be associated with any religious or ethnic group.  In Syria, the

regime had continued to oppress its people and had attacked its citizens with, among other things, barrel

bombs.  Discussions on Da’esh should not get confused with the need to find a solution to the Syrian crisis.  In

Iraq, his country was supporting the Government to assist people in need and had “opened our doors” to

refugees, without regard to their ethnic or religious background.  On the situation of Palestinians, he said they

were living in occupied lands and their rights needed to be respected.

KAREL VAN OOSTEROM (Netherlands) said every individual must have the freedom to express identity,

including religion and the right to choose no religion.  As such, the Netherlands was worried about the current

unparalleled ethnic violence.  The country was committed in the fight against violent extremism, deploying

military trainers and aircraft to the region, as well as supporting humanitarian efforts.  The international

community had a responsibility to protect all groups from persecution.  Military action was not enough; ending

impunity and strengthening accountability were also essential.  Should national efforts fail, the Council must

refer relevant situations to the International Criminal Court.

VLADIMIR DROBNJAK (Croatia) said he hoped today’s debate would prompt action to address the grave

barbaric terrorist acts being committed against minority groups.  The terrible acts committed by Da’esh could

constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity and the perpetrators must be held accountable, including

by the referral of cases to the International Criminal Court.  The action plan proposed by the Secretary-General

today should encompass a number of measures, including the fight against impunity and discrimination and

the preservation of ethnic and religious diversity.  The Middle East was the birthplace of Judaism, Christianity

and Islam.  Under current conditions, Christians in the Middle East had suffered targeted attacks and their

population had dwindled sharply.  He hoped action would be taken to protect them and other minority

communities.

ABDALLAH Y. AL-MOUALLIMI (Saudi Arabia) said Islam faced a dual attack.  From within, extremists falsely

cloaked in religious garb, were carrying out killings and persecution, largely against Muslims.  From without, an

inflammatory media campaign was being waged which included violence against Muslims in Europe, Myanmar

and elsewhere.  He wished today’s meeting had not limited itself to attacks against minorities in the Middle

East.  Islam did not discriminate among religions.  The persecution of religious minorities violated the laws of

Islam.  That was used often to justify the oppression and marginalization of Muslims, whether at the hands of



unjust regimes, such as in Syria, or Israel, which persecuted Palestinians.  He urged action based on two pillars: 

combatting all forms of terrorism and isolating its supporters, and implementing international justice and rule

of law — between and within States.  He pressed the Council to devise a “profound” remedy to the region’s

problems, notably by acknowledging Palestinians’ right to self-determination and reaching a political solution to

the situation in Syria.  Hizbullah and Houthis must be prevented from imposing their will through armed force. 

Saudi Arabia continued to combat those who persecuted minorities.

FRANTIŠEK RUŽIČKA (Slovakia), associating with the European Union and describing the brutality of ISIL and

Boko Haram, said that terrorism and extremism were not issues of religion but were linked to globalization,

migration and social problems, as well as the lack of education and hope.  There was no clash of civilizations

but rather a clash of humanity versus brutality based on personal or group hatred.  The international

community had a duty to fight all such brutality in an urgent manner and to build the capacity of States to

protect their populations against it.  It also must hold all States and non-State armed groups to account and

make them aware of their responsibilities.  Slovakia was ready to actively support any actions in that regard. 

Reiterating the need for immediate action, he stressed that diversity was the richness of the region and must

not become the cause for its decline.

BERNARDITO CLEOPAS AUZA, Permanent Observer of the Holy See, said that the fate of those for whom this

debate had come too late should motivate action to prevent further abuses.  Christians and other religious

minorities of the Middle East sought to be heard in the Council in a manner that was truly conscious of their

suffering and their fear for survival in the region and beyond.  Noting the atrocities and flight suffered by

Christians there, he expressed gratitude to the leaders who openly defended them as an integral part of the

cultural fabric for the past 2,000 years.  He conveyed Pope Benedict XVI’s support for the concept of

“responsibility to protect” as well as Pope Francis’ call for the international community to “do all that it can to

stop and to prevent further systematic violence against ethnic and religious minorities”.  Delay in action, he

stressed, would only mean more people would die.

TIM MAWE (Ireland) said attacks based on religious beliefs or ethnic backgrounds had tragically become regular

occurrences, particularly in the Middle East, which remained the homeland of many diverse religious

communities.  The descent of Syria, Iraq and Libya into violence had left many of those communities exposed

to atrocities.  The relocation of communities was not the answer, he said, underlining the fundamental duty of

States in the region to protect the fundamental rights of all citizens.  Special attention should be paid to the

role of women, as both victims of extremism and agents for change.  In the lead-up to the post-2015

development agenda, the linkages between peace, development and respect for human rights must be

recognized, he said.

JAMAL FARES ALROWAIEI (Bahrain) said dialogue was the basis for achieving peace, security, justice,

development and democracy.  The use of hate speech was incompatible with humanity and civilization.  For its

part, Bahrain was an oasis of multiculturalism and multiracialism and had woven a “social fabric”, which was

open and welcoming to all, no matter their religion or doctrine.  Manama contained mosques, churches and

synagogues, and the Parliament included Christian and Jewish members.  Extremist thinking must be fought

and minority communities must be protected as they faced ongoing attacks that ran counter to all religions.

CHARLES T. NTWAAGAE (Botswana) said that it was deeply regrettable that the world had become more brutal

and more vicious.  There was an unprecedented pattern of violence among religious groups across regions,

from Africa to Asia and the Middle East, where people were turning against each other in the name of religion

and culture.  In many of those violent conflicts, Christians had been abducted, sexually and physically abused

or killed, and had their churches destroyed.  Some had been forced to convert religions.  For those victims, the

International Criminal Court remained the “only ray of hope”.  Botswana, therefore, called on the Court to

continue to conduct investigations and prosecute persons responsible for those heinous crimes.  Concluding,

he joined the international community in strongly condemning acts of terrorism in all their forms and

manifestations.

PAIK JI-AH (Republic of Korea) said the rise of violent extremism based on religious hatred and ethnic

intolerance, as seen in Syria, Iraq and Libya, was cause for serious concern.  The concept of the responsibility to

protect obliged States to protect their populations from genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and

ethnic cleansing, while imposing a corresponding duty on the international community to help States take

action in such cases.  His Government had voted in favour of a 2014 resolution that referred crimes against

humanity in Syria to the International Criminal Court.  While the text had not been adopted, his Government

had advocated the need for accountability.  “We still hold on to that belief,” he said, supporting France’s efforts

to build on the outcome of the 19 February Summit on Countering Violent Extremism held in Washington, D.C.



!!

JĀNIS MAŽEIKS (Latvia), aligning with the European Union, strongly condemned all forms of violence,

persecution, discrimination and intolerance based on religion or belief, ethnic origin or any other grounds, as

well as the “unspeakable atrocities” committed by ISIL/Da’esh and other terrorist groups, particularly against

vulnerable populations.  Those abuses and violations must be properly investigated and the perpetrators held

accountable.  It was the primary responsibility of States to protect their civilian population and to promote and

protect human rights, including of persons belonging to religious and ethnic minorities and other vulnerable

groups.  Concerted international action was vital to counter violent extremism; therefore, Latvia had joined the

Global Coalition to counter ISIL.  It was also important to address the underlying causes and to implement

preventive measures to reduce radicalization and recruitment, especially of young people.

MARÍA CRISTINA PERCEVAL (Argentina) urged the international community to support minorities’ historic

presence in the Middle East, saying that States should respect the right to freedom of religion.  She rejected

ISIL’s violations against religious and ethnic minorities.  In multilateral, regional, subregional, and bilateral

relations, as well as in domestic politics, Argentina respected ethical and legal principles, which were

inalienable and served as the moral and legal basis of the United Nations.  Her Government also respected the

Durban Declaration and Programme of Action.  Respect for diversity offered the possibility of a truly human

world.  “We all must be prepared to accept each other and learn to live as a single humanity,” she said.  Serious

crimes and crimes against humanity by extremists on religious or ethnic grounds must be condemned and the

perpetrators must be punished.  Those violations must be fought by using a legal framework that included

sanctions and the referral of cases to the International Criminal Court.  Arms flows to any party in the Syrian

conflict must stop.

For information media. Not an official record.
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Yezidi Genocide

It has been estimated that 23 million Yezidis have been killed by Moslems and their other self-proclaimed
enemies during the past 700 years.  And the Yezidi population continues to decrease.  Just 200 years
ago was 2 million, but it is now estimated to be less than one million worldwide.  A current “incentive” to
the ongoing slaughter is a belief that states that if a Moslem slays a Yezidi great awards await him or her
in Heaven.  If a Moslem man slays a Yezidi he is told that he will be rewarded with 72 virgins in the next
world.  Unless such “incentives” cease and this senseless killing is stopped the Yezidis could face
permanent extinction.  If this happens, the world will not only loose a very peaceful and unbiased people,
but an irreplaceable link to its past.  The Yezidis, who originally migrated to Iraq from India, are currently
the caretakers of the oldest religious tradition on Earth.

A slaughter of the Yezidis occurred in April, 2007, when 23 of them were murdered by Kurdish Moslems.
In August of that year four trucks driven by fanatical Moslems and laden with explosives were driven into
the Yezidi town of Sinjar and detonated. Five hundred Yezidis lost their lives in the attack and another
200 were gravely injured. Two hundred Yezidi children lost both parents and became orphans. But this is
only the most recent attempt at Yezidi massacre by Moslem extremists. Beginning nearly twenty years
ago Saddam Hussein instigated a pogrom of Yezidi extermination by labeling them “Devil Worshippers”
and thereby triggered whole scale persecution by the Iraqi Moslems. Throughout the Middle East it was
no secret that Saddam Hussein’s goal was systematic cultural genocide of the Yezidis. Under his savage
regime the Yezidis were uprooted from their villages, their farmland taken, and they were denied both
jobs and medical care. Approximately 250 Yezidi villages near Mosul in the Sinjar Mountains were
destroyed, and the river Dejela, which supplies the Yezidi communities with drinking water, was
contaminated with poisons. All the sacred sites of the Yezidis were vandalized and threatened. Although
this pogrom was lifted briefly following the US invasion and Saddam’s capture, the harsh conditions
appear to be returning. Kurdish Moslems are currently blocking food supplies to the Yezidi villages and
they continue to prevent the Yezidis from cleaning up the poisons in their water supply. Yezidis can not
visit their relatives in many villages which have become Moslem controlled, and those Yezidis moving
between villages risk both torture and death. Within the mosques adjacent to the Yezidi villages mullahs
continue to speak about the “Devil-worshipping Yezidis” and encourage their conversion to Islam or
murder.

The following is a chronology of many of the 72 major attacks on their civilization that the Yezidis have
endured since the seventh century A.D.:

630 AD. The Moslems started a series of wars against the Yezidis by killing and abducting many people.

637 AD A major war was instigated against the Yezidis, and then Moslems burned and destroyed much
of their territory.

980-81 AD Islamic Kurdish armies surrounded the Yezidis living in the Hakkar region. They promised the
Yezidis mercy if they surrendered to them but failed to keep their promise. Instead, most of the Yezidis
were massacred. Those who survived were forced to convert to Islam.

1107 AD About 50,000 Yezidi families were destroyed during a period of Moslem expansionism.

1218 AD The Mongols under the leadership of Hulagu Khan reached the Yezidis and slaughtered many
of them, but the Mongols met strong resistance from the Yezidi warriors and eventually retreated..

1245-52 AD Hulagu Khan’s armies resumed their battle against the Yezidis and slaughtered thousands
of them.

1254 AD A conflict occurred between the Moslem Bader al-Din Lolo, the “Mayor of Mosul,” and a Yezidi
leader named Sheikh Hassan. Bader al-Din’s men captured Sheikh Hassan, executed him, and then
hung his naked body on a Mosul gate where it could be seen by many other Yezidis. This event led to a
war which the Yezidis lost, forcing them to flee to the mountains and leave behind their lands, villages,
and temples. Everything the Yezidis left behind was destroyed. Even their most sacred shrine at Lalish
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was desecrated, with the bones of their greatest saint, Sheikh Adi, being taken from his tomb and burned
in front of the unbelieving Yezidis.

1414 AD A Persian leader named Jalal al-Din Mohammed bin izidin yousif al-Halawani led an armed
force against the Yezidis who were living in the Hakkar Mountains. His raid was supported by Kurds in
the area. Most of the Yezidis descended from Sheikh Adi’s followers were killed, and the remaining
bones of Sheikh Adi were taken from his tomb and burned in front of Yezidi hostages.

1585 AD A Kurdish leader named Ali Saidi Beg from Botan province attacked Yezidis living in Sinjar and
killed more than 600 of them. The Yezidi women were abducted and raped by the conquerors in front of
the Yezidis’ captured soldiers.

1640-41 AD Yezidi villages near Mosul were looted and other Yezidi villages were attacked by Ahmed
Pasha, a Turkish Moslem Ottoman governor, along with 70,000 armed soldiers. Hundreds of thousands
of Yezidis were killed.

1648 AD The Yezidi Sheikh Merza revolted against the Ottomans controlling Mosul who had previously
beheaded his two brothers. The Ottoman general Shamsi Pasha was then summoned from Turkey to
attack the Yezidis. Many Yezidis lost their lives and Sheikh Merza was beheaded.

1715 AD Hassan Pasha, the Ottoman governor of Baghdad, attacked the Yezidis with a huge army in
order to punish them. Those Yezidis who were not killed were forced to flee into Syria. Pasha made an
alliance with the local Arabs and then continued to attack the Yezidi unmercifully.

1733 AD The Ottoman Ahmed Pasha destroyed the Yezidi villages in the Zab river area and committed
mass killings. This raid was followed by one under the leadership of Hussein Pasha that completely
destroyed the Yezidi villages and forced 3000 Yezidis to convert to Islam.

1743 AD The Persian leader Nadir Shah guided his troops into Yezidi territory near the Zab River, about
30 kms west of Mosul. They looted the villages and captured most of the Yezidis as hostages. Those that
refused to obey were instantly killed.

1752 AD An Ottoman pasha named Sulaiman Pasha attacked the Yezidis in Sinjar. His campaign of
killing and looting lasted two years. Three thousand Yezidis were killed and 500 women were taken as
hostages.

1767 AD An Ottoman pasha and mayor of Mosul, Amin Pasha, had his son lead troops against the
Yezidis living in Sinjar. He demanded the Yezidis to bring him 1000 sheep. When they brought only 800
he ordered his men to slay a large number of Yezidis.

1771 AD Bedagh Beg, one of the Yezidi leaders from Sheikhan, revolted against the Ottoman mayor of
Mosul because he sought to convert the Yezidis to Islam. The Mosul Mayor allied with Bairam Beg, a
Moslem Kurdish leader, to kill Bedagh Beg and most of his men.

1774 AD The Ottoman Mayor of Mosul, Sulaiman Oash, attacked the Yezidis in the Sinjar area. The
Yezidi villages were looted and destroyed.

1779 AD The Ottoman Mayor of Mosul sent more military units into Yezidi territory of Sinjar. They looted
and destroyed the villages and killed many Yezidi.

1785 AD The Ottoman Mayor of Mosul, Abdel Bagi, attacked the Yezidis in Sinjar to punish them. The
Moslem soldiers were at first defeated, but then they allied with some Arab forces and routed the Yezidis.

1786-87 AD Yezidi ruler Cholo Beg and his forces went to war with the Moslem Kurdish leader of
Imadiyah. Cholo Beg lost the battle and many Yezidis were killed.

1789-90 AD Ismael Beg, the Prince of Imadiyah, killed Cholo Beg and replaced him on the Yezidi throne
with one of his relatives, Khanger Beg.  When Khanger Beg retired soon afterwards, Hassan Beg, the
son of Cholo Beg, was crowned in his stead. Hassan continued the rebellion of his father by revolting
against the Imadiyah Prince Kifbad, during which soldiers from both sides were killed in great numbers.

1792-93 AD The Ottoman Mayor of Mosul, Mohammed Pasha Al-Jalili, destroyed and burned eight
Yezidi villages in the Sinjar area.

1794 AD The Ottoman Mayor of Mosul resumed the attack on a village in Sinjar called Mehrcan to
punish the Yezidis. But he failed and lost the ensuing battle.

1795 AD The Ottomans sent Sulaiman Pasha to Sinjar’s Yezidi villages. With the help of the Kurd Prince
Abdullah Beg Kahin and the Abdulrahman Pasha Prince of the Sulaimania Kurdish government, he
looted, incinerated, and completely destroyed the Yezidi villages. He also abducted and kidnapped 60



Yezidi women and 650 domestic animals.

1799-1800 AD The Mayor of Baghdad, Abdul Aziz Beg Al-Shawi, destroyed 25 Yezidi villages in the
Sheikhan region. Both women and children were abducted and 45 Yezidis were executed. Their heads
were then brought to Baghdad as symbols of victory.

1802-3 AD The Mayor of Mosul, Ali Pasha, brought the administration of the Yezidis in the Sinjar region
under his strict control. In doing so he found it necessary to attack some rebellious Yezidis from the north
while overseeing an Arab raid on them from the south. The attack lasted for several months, during
which several Yezidi villages were razed. The surviving Yezidis agreed to accept the rule of Ali Pasha
even though they were forced to convert to Islam. When more Yezidis rebelled in 1807 the battle was
resumed and 50 Yezidi villages were destroyed.

1809-10 AD The Ottoman Mayor of Baghda attacked the Yezidis in Sinjar. His army looted Sinjar,
Mehrkan, and other Yezidi villages. Many Yezidis lost their lives.

1832 AD Bader Khan Beg, the Moslem Kurdish Prince of Botan, tortured and killed the Yezidi leader Ali
Beg. The Moslem Kurds then committed an unprecedented massacre of thousands of Yezidis while
destroying their villages. Many Yezidis tried to escape by traveling across the Tigris River. Most of them
could not swim and were either drowned or captured. Those that were captured were given the option of
converting to Islam or dying as martyrs.

1833 AD The Kurdhis ruler of Rawandez attacked the Yezidis at Aqra in accordance with a religious
mandate from Mulla Yahya Al-Muzuri, a Kurdish Moslem leader. Five hundred Yezidis were killed in the
upper Zab region. The Sinjar area was also attacked with many Yezidi lives lost.

1838 AD The Otoman Mayor of Diarbeker attacked the Yezidis in the Sinjar region and killed many of
them. In the same year, the Ottoman Mayor of Mosul Tayar Pasha attacked the Jaddala area of Sinjar
and ordered the Yezidis to pay taxes. When Tayar Pash sent envoys to the Yezidis in Mehrkan village to
hear the complaints of the Yezidis, the envoys were killed. Tayar Pasha sought vengeance and invaded
the Yezidi villages. In order to protect themselves, the Yezidis withdrew to caves and tried to fight back
by ambushing their enemy. Tayar Pasha had lost many men and he eventually retired back to Mosul.
Peace was resumed in the Sinjar area.

1892 AD The Yezidis were attacked by the Ottoman leader Omer Wahbi Pasha. He gave the Yezidis the
choice of converting to Islam or paying higher taxes, or death. The Yezidis resisted and Omar Pasha, in
alliance with the Moslem Kurds, attacked the Yezidis in the Sinjar and Sheikhan regions. About 15,000
Yezidis were either killed or forced to accept Islam. The Pasha then attacked Lalish and the tomb of
Sheikh Adi, carrying away to Mosul the sacred relics of the Yezidis. For seven years following this time
the Lalish pilgrimage sanctuary was used as a Moslem school.

1906 AD The Mayor of Mezory, Mr. Saddeq Al-Dammalogi, received an order from the Mayor of Mosul to
remove all Yezidis from Lalish and use the temple there as a Moslem school. The Yezidis were
persuaded to leave Lalish for one year.

1914-17 AD During the First World War the Yezidis assisted more than 20,000 Armenian people who fled
from the Ottoman Turks.

All these anti-Yezidi activities – and many more – have been documented by Islamic authors.

With sincere thanks to Ali Seedo Rashi, President – Yezidi Cultural Association in Iraq for his source
article: “The Yezidism”.
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1805 – A series of military campaigns against 
the Yezidis in Sheikhan and Sinjar, carried out 
by the Ottoman governor of Mosul, Muhammad 
Pasha al-Jalili, went on until the early 1820s.

1844 – A large military campaign by the Otto-
man General Hafiz Pasha against the Yezidis of 
Sinjar, which resulted in the killing of approxi-
mately three-quarters of the Yezidi Population 
in the region.

March 1832 – a large-scale military campaign 
carried out by the Kurdish Emir Muhammad Pasha 
al-Rawanduzi (“the One-Eyed Emir”) against the 
Yezidis of Sheikhan. The Yezidis fled to Mosul, 
but were caught by the Emir’s forces and were all 
massacred at the gates of the city – some 10,000-
15,000 men, according to various estimates.

1872 – Publication of a document by the Yezidi 
Spiritual Council, which detailed the beliefs 
and observances of the Yezidi religion, the first 
officially written document of its kind.

1918 – A massive bombing of Sinjar by the Ot-
toman air force, following an invitation sent by 
the Yezidi tribal leader Hamo Shiro to refugees 
of the Armenian genocide to take shelter in 
Sinjar.

March 1970 – The issue of the Manifesto of 
March 1970 (Ar. “Bayan Adhar”) by the Baath 
regime, which mostly concerned a recognition 
of the unique Kurdish nation and its right to 
a cultural autonomy within the Iraqi State, 
while maintaining the Iraqi “national unity” 
and the restoration of the demographic status 
quo ante.

May 1975 – The Arabization campaign reaches 
Sinjar and included the evacuation of all Yezidi 
villages and transferring their residents to collec-
tive villages (Ar. “Mujama�at Sakaniyya”), effec-
tively shut-out Yezidi ghettos under martial rule. 
163 Yezidi villages had their lands confiscated, 
their wells sealed, and their property taken. 

1987-1988 – Al-Anfal Campaign, launched by 
the Baath regime against Kurdish insurgents, 
also killed about 250 Yezidis who fought along 
with the Peshmerga forces. Hundreds were 
imprisoned and tortured to death in Iraqi pris-
ons. The Iraqi army destroyed Yezidi villages 
where relatives of the fighters had resided and 
forced their resettlement in collective villages 
built adjacent to the old ones, especially in the 
Sheikhan area.

August 2014 – Islamic State (formerly ISIS) 
troops captured Sinjar and announced that all 
Yezidis who refuse to convert to Islam will be 
killed. The Kurdish Peshmerga forces withdrew 
from the area almost without a fight, causing 
a mass Yezidi escape to Jebel Sinjar and effec-
tively bringing about the demise of the Yezidi 
community in Sinjar.

August 1973 – The Baath regime’s Arabization 
policy commenced in the Kurdish disputed ar-
eas, including the mostly Yezidi region of Sinjar. 
During this month, the Iraqi army bombed some 
40 towns and villages in the vicinity of Sinjar, 
confiscated Yezidi lands, and settled Arab tribes 
in the area.

March 1978 – Another streak of Yezidi lands 
confiscations in Sheikhan and were handed over 
to the Arab tribes of Al-Hadida and Al-Lahib. As be-
fore, the displaced Yezidi population was concen-
trated in Sinjar, in villages around Sheikhan, next 
to the villages from which they were driven out.

February 2007 – A pogrom perpetrated by 
Muslim Kurds in Yezidi villages in Sheikhan, 
following the stoning of a Yezidi girl who 
wished to convert to Islam in order to marry 
a Muslim man. Several days after the pogrom, 
24 Yezidi workers were killed by Al-Qaeda 
militants on their way to work in Mosul.

August 2007 – A sequence of orchestrated attacks 
were carried out by Al-Qaeda on the Yezidi villag-
es of Gir Uzeir and Siba Sheikh Khidhir in Sinjar. It 
was the largest terror strike since the 9/11 attack, 
after which those main villages were completely 
destroyed and some 800 Yezidis were killed.

July 2008 – A Friday sermon by Islamic 
preacher, Mullah Farazanda Al-Shirwani of Akra 
in Kurdistan, called for the elimination of all 
Yezidis. It was the first public call by a Kurdish-
Muslim cleric to kill Yezidis.

1891 – Period of the Ottoman government’s 
Advisory Council, which arrested the leaders of 
the Yezidi community and had them conscripted 
to the Ottoman army. The council turned the 
Yezidi places of worship into Islamic religious 
institutions and forced many Yezidis to convert 
to Islam.

1891-1893 – The Ottoman Reformist Force under 
General Ömer Vehbi Pasha, the Sultan’s special 
envoy, forced the conversion of thousands of 
Yezidis to Islam, desecrated their holy places, 
most notably the Tomb of Sheikh Adi ibn Musafir, 
turning them into madrasas and mosques, and 
killed hundreds of Yezidis, particularly the com-
munity leaders who had refused to convert.

October 1935 – A heavy attack launched by 
large Iraqi army forces, following an armed 
revolt led by the Yezidi chieftains in Mihrikan 
and Mala-Khalati. The assault ended with the 
conquest of the Sinjar region, the disarming of 
the local Yezidi militias, the imprisonment of 
hundreds of Yezidi fighters and the hanging of 
all the revolt’s leaders.

1969 – The Yezidi Emir Bayazid Ismail was ap-
pointed head of the Umayyad Bureau in Baghdad. 
The purpose of the bureau was to advance an 
Umayyad-Arab identity among the Yezidis, based 
on the idea that the community is named after the 
Umayyad caliph Yazid Bin Muawiya. The bureau 
was a means used by the Baath regime in order to 
sow discord among the leaderships of the Yezidi 
community and the Kurdish national movement.

The Yezidis: A short community history
Throughout the era of Ottoman rule in Iraq (1517-1918), 
several military and political campaigns were carried out 
against the Yezidis in order to either kill them or make 
them convert to Islam. These campaigns are commonly 
known in the Yezidi lore as Firman (pl. Firmanat). The 
persecution of the Yezidis continued into the eras of 
the British Mandate (1918-1932) and the Iraqi monarchy 
(1932-1958), albeit in a less institutionalized fashion. Af-
ter 1958, once the Yezidi leadership had tightened its 
contacts with the Kurdish national movement, led by 
Mullah Mustafa Barzani and later his son Masoud, the 

Yezidis were no longer persecuted by the Kurds. The 
harm they suffered came mostly from the Baath regime, 
which carried out Arabization campaigns against them, 
either by political sticks and carrots or by military action. 
After the fall of the Baath regime, Jihadist organizations 
started operating in Iraq and, as Islamist groups were 
making headway into the Kurdish areas, the persecution 
of the Yezidis resumed with vigor, culminating with the 
most recent events in Sinjar. Detailed in this timeline is a 
brief (and merely partial) history of persecutions against 
Yezidis during the last two centuries

Data: Idan Barir
Translation: Nadav Heidecker
Infographics: Ayelet Raziel 
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Senior UN official warns of ‘widespread and systematic’ sexual violence
in Syria, Iraq

Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Zainab Bangura briefs the press. At
left is Stéphane Dujarric, spokesperson for the Secretary-General. UN Photo/Mark Garten

7 May 2015 – Sexual violence is being committed strategically, in a widespread and
systematic manner, and with a high-degree of sophistication by most parties to the conflict
in Syria and Iraq, the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on
Sexual Violence in Conflict, Zainab Bangura, said today as she briefed journalists on her
“scoping mission” to the region in April.

“Women and girls are at risk and under assault at every point of their lives,” Ms. Bangura
declared, emphasizing that the threat of brutality followed them “every step of the way…in
the midst of active conflict, in areas under control of armed actors, at check-points and
border crossings, and in detention facilities.”

Ms. Bangura’s trip lasted from 16 to 29 April and took her to Syria and Iraq, as well as to
neighbouring countries of Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan, where she met directly with women
who escaped the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) captivity and survived sexual
violence.

She pointed to instances of forced, temporary and early marriage and described how such
practices were encouraged for fighters as part of Jihad and used as a “protection”
mechanism for families with no other means of providing for or ensuring safety of young
girls. She also noted the sale of women for sex.

“Girls are literally being stripped naked and examined in slave bazaars,” she said, describing how they
were “categorized and shipped naked off to Raqqa or Mosul or other locations to be distributed among
ISIL leadership and fighters.”

She listed examples of the horrors suffered by women, including one who had been temporarily married
over 20 times, after each occasion forced to undergo surgery to repair her virginity.

“ISIL have institutionalized sexual violence and the brutalization of women as a central aspect of their
ideology and operations, using it as a tactic of terrorism to advance their key strategic objectives,” she
said, going on to describe how women were promised to fighters and how ISIL raised funds through
trafficking, prostitution and ransoms. Sexual violence was used to displace populations, to punish,
humiliate and demoralize dissenters, to extract information for intelligence purposes and to dismantle
social, familial and community structures in order to construct a new “Caliphate.”

The Special Representative said she had requested that the Security Council integrate protection and
empowerment of women into its counter-terrorism response and she stated concerns about children born
of rape, as they were unable to be registered. That risked creating “a generation of stateless children” who
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SUMMARY 
As they swept through large parts of northern Iraq, fighters with the armed group calling itself 
“Islamic State” (IS)1 systematically targeted members of non-Arab and non-Sunni Muslim 
communities, as well as Sunni Muslims who oppose them. But even within the context of its 
persecution of minority groups and Shi’a Muslims,2 the IS has singled out the Yezidi 
minority,3 notably its women and children, for particularly brutal treatment.4  

In August 2014, IS fighters abducted hundreds, possibly thousands, of Yezidi men, women 
and children who were fleeing the IS takeover from the Sinjar region, in the north-west of the 
country. Hundreds of the men were killed and others were forced to convert to Islam under 
threat of death.5 Younger women and girls, some as young as 12, were separated from their 
parents and older relatives and sold, given as gifts or forced to marry IS fighters and 
supporters. Many have been subjected to torture and ill-treatment, including rape and other 
forms of sexual violence, and have likewise been pressured into converting to Islam.   

Up to 300 of those abducted, mostly women and children, have managed to escape IS 
captivity, while the majority continue to be held in various locations in Iraq and in parts of 
Syria controlled by the IS. They are moved frequently from place to place. Some are able to 
communicate with their displaced relatives in areas outside IS control but the fate and 
whereabouts of others are not known.  

Some of the women and girls who have escaped IS captivity, as well as some of those who 
remain captive, have given harrowing accounts to Amnesty International of the torture and 
abuses they have suffered. 

Rape and other forms of torture and sexual violence, hostage taking, arbitrary deprivation of 
liberty and forcing persons to act against their religious beliefs constitute war crimes. Some 
of the violations and abuses documented in this report also constitute crimes against 
humanity, including torture, rape and sexual slavery. The IS continues to hold hundreds of 
captives, including children. Any party, in Iraq or outside, with influence over the IS should 
use that influence to secure the release of these captives and put an end to abductions, 
forced marriages, rape and other abuses. Those who have escaped or been released must be 
provided with adequate and timely medical care and support services.  

METHODOLOGY 
Between September and November 2014, an Amnesty International researcher in northern 
Iraq interviewed 42 women and girls who had escaped from the IS, and was able to contact 
four others, by phone, who remain in captivity. Amnesty International also interviewed scores 
of displaced Yezidis whose female relatives were or remain in IS captivity, Yezidi community 
leaders and activists, and medical and humanitarian workers. Several families have provided 
lists of names of their captive relatives, among them hundreds of women and girls. 

Some names, places and other details which could lead to victims being identified have been 
changed or withheld for security and confidentiality reasons.  
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RAPE AND SEXUAL SLAVERY 
Arwa is 15. She was abducted in August in a village south of Mount Sinjar with scores of her 
relatives and hundreds of neighbours, and was held in IS captivity in various places in Syria 
and Iraq, where she was raped, before escaping. Sixty-two of her relatives, including her 
mother and siblings, are still in IS hands. She told Amnesty International: 

“They took us first to Syria, to a place near Hassake. There we were kept in a house with 
lots of girls. After 10 days a group of us were taken back to Iraq, to Mosul, for two days. 
Then I was taken to Baiji with one of my sisters and some of my cousins, while four of 
my sisters and two of my cousins were taken to Syria. In Baiji I was kept in two different 
places and after about three weeks I was taken to Rambussi, near Sinjar, with my 13-
year-old cousin, while my sister was taken to my mother who is being held in another 
village with other relatives.   

“In Rambussi we were held in a house with five other girls. There they did to me what 
they did to many other girls. I was raped. My cousin was not molested; they wanted to 
take her to marry her to a man but in the end they left her with us and then we managed 
to escape. One of the girls said she was not raped but I don’t know if it is true; I hope it 
is true. Another did not talk about what happened to her. The others were raped. The 
men were all Iraqis. They said that if we killed ourselves they would kill our relatives.”   

A 16-year-old girl, Randa, was abducted from her village south of Mount Sinjar with her 
parents and siblings and scores of other relatives. She was sold or given as a “gift” to a man 
twice her age who then raped her. Her father was killed along with other male relatives. Her 
mother, who was heavily pregnant when she was abducted, gave birth in IS captivity and 
continues to be held with scores of other women and children from the family. Some are 
being held in Syria, others in Iraq. Randa and two of her aunts and two uncles managed to 
escape at different times. She told Amnesty International: 

“I was taken to Mosul and kept there all the time. First in a building which they called 
the maqarr (headquarters). We were about 150 girls and five women. A man called 
Salwan took me from there to an abandoned house. He also took my cousin, who is 13 
years old; we resisted and they beat us. He took me as his wife by force. I told him I did 
not want to and tried to resist but he beat me. My nose was bleeding, I could not do 
anything to stop him. I ran away as soon as I could. Luckily they did not do anything to 
my cousin, did not force her to marry, and she escaped with me. I went to a doctor here, 
who said that I was not pregnant and didn’t have any disease, but I can’t forget what 
happened to me. It is so painful what they did to me and to my family. Da’esh (the IS)6 
has ruined our lives. My mum gave birth while being held by Da’esh in Tal ‘Afar; now she 
is being held in Mosul with my little sister and the baby. My 10-year-old brother was 
separated from my mum and is being held in Tal ‘Afar with my aunt. What will happen to 
them? I don’t know if I will ever see them again.”  

Arwa and Randa are among more than 200 women and girls who have managed to escape 
the horrors of IS captivity, but hundreds, possibly thousands, of other women and girls 
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continue to be held by IS fighters in areas of Iraq and Syria under IS control. Most were 
abducted on 3 August, when IS fighters seized the towns and villages in the Sinjar region of 
north-west Iraq, and others on 15 August from the village of Kocho (south of Mount Sinjar), 
whose residents had not managed to flee on 3 August. The whereabouts of many of the 
women and children being held by the IS are known, but for others there is no information.  
Virtually every family has lost track of at least some of their relatives, as they are frequently 
moved from place to place between Iraq and Syria.   

Elias, whose wife and children and other relatives are in IS captivity, told Amnesty 
International in November that he had finally received news from his 16-year-old niece, with 
whom all contact had been lost a few days after her abduction, when she had been separated 
from the other women and children. He said that she had been forcibly married and raped.  

The fragmented and sporadic information from those who remain in IS’s hands matches the 
harrowing accounts of those who have managed to escape: systematic physical and 
psychological torture, including rape and other sexual violence, abuses which constitute war 
crimes and crimes against humanity.   

Even those who told Amnesty International that they had not been physically abused said 
they had endured constant threats and pressures, as they witnessed the suffering of other 
captives and lived in fear that the threats against them would be carried out:  

“Men came several times to take away some of the girls. Those who resisted were beaten 
and pulled away by the hair. Some were beaten with electrical cables. I was not afraid of 
the beatings, but could not bear the thought that they could attack my honour. We were 
constantly told that we would be forced to marry or sold to some men.”  

 
A young woman who was held with her sister for over a month before both managed to escape 
told Amnesty International:   

“They kept bringing prospective buyers for us but luckily none of them took us because 
we are not beautiful and we were always crying and holding on to each other.  We tried 
to kill ourselves and the man who was holding us promised not to separate us, but he 
was becoming more and more impatient. He wanted to get rid of us, to unload the 
responsibility for us on to someone else, and if we had not managed to escape it was 
only a matter of time before we would have ended up married by force or sold to some 
men, like many other girls.”  

 
“Unmarried women and girls were separated from older women and those with children from 
the outset. They focussed first on the young girls, the pretty ones. They were the first ones to 
be taken away,” one of those who escaped told Amnesty International. Her account echoes 
those of other former and current captives. 

Some girls told their captors they were married with children, hoping to avoid being sold or 
forced to marry. “My sister and I told them we were married but they said they would bring a 
doctor to examine us and those who were virgins and had lied about being married would be 
punished, so we admitted that we were not married. If we had known that they were going to 
kill us we would have continued to lie but we were afraid that we would be raped as 
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punishment so we admitted that we were not married,” a young woman said.  

However, married women with children are not necessarily spared the horrors of rape and 
forced marriage. 19-year-old Abla, who was pregnant with her second child when she was 
abducted last August, said:  

“I had my little boy with me and my pregnancy was very visible already but one of the 
guards chose me to be his wife. He said that if I did not consent to marrying him he 
would sell me on to another man who would take me to Syria. I let him believe that I 
would marry him and managed to run away before he could carry out his threats.” 
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DRIVEN TO SUICIDE 
“I heard that my 19-year-old sister Jilan committed suicide in the place where she was held 
in Mosul two weeks ago,” a young man from Sinjar told Amnesty International in early 
September. Several girls who later escaped IS captivity confirmed the sad news to Amnesty 
International in November. One of them, 20-year-old Luna, recounted:  

“We were 21 girls in one room, two of them were very young, 10-12 years. One day we 
were given clothes that looked like dance costumes and were told to bathe and wear 
those clothes. Jilan killed herself in the bathroom. She cut her wrists and hanged 
herself. She was very beautiful. I think she knew that she was going to be taken away by 
a man and that is why she killed herself.”  

 
Two other girls, aged 17 and 10, who had been held in the same place, confirmed the 
account of Jilan’s suicide in separate interviews. Wafa’, 27, told Amnesty International she 
and her sister tried to kill themselves while being held in Mosul:  

“The man who was holding us said that either we marry him and his brother or he would 
sell us. At night we tried to strangle ourselves with our scarves. We tied the scarves 
around our necks and pulled away from each other as hard as we could, until I fainted. 
Two girls who were held with us woke up and stopped us and then stayed awake to watch 
over us. When they fell asleep at 5am we tried again, and again they woke up and 
stopped us. I could not speak for several days after that.”  

 
Others told Amnesty International that women and girls held with them had attempted or 
were planning to commit suicide to escape the horrors of captivity and sexual violence. One 
20-year-old woman said: 

“They took my three sisters away by force, one by one. They were all younger than me. 
One was only 13 and the others were 15 and 18. I wanted to kill myself, because I could 
not bear to think what would become of them and because I was afraid they would do 
the same to me.  But I had my 10-year-old cousin with me and I had to look after her. I 
told my captors that she was my daughter and they believed me as I am 20 but look a 
bit older and we get married young. My two younger sisters called my father once and 
said they were in Mosul and had been married by force. We have no news of my 18-year-
old sister, where she is held or even if she is dead or alive.”  

The relatives of some of the women and girls who escaped the IS fear that the trauma 
suffered in captivity could still drive them to suicide. “My wife has panic attacks and can’t 
sleep. I can’t leave her alone because I’m afraid for her safety. If I cannot be with her even 
for a short while, I find someone else who can be with her,” said the husband of a 19-year-
old woman who had escaped. The grandfather of a 16-year-old who escaped IS captivity after 
having been raped said: “She is very sad and quiet all the time. She does not smile any more 
and seems not to care about anything. I worry that she may try to kill herself, I don’t let her 
out of my sight.” 
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THE PERPETRATORS 
According to the testimonies of those who escaped from captivity, the majority of the men 
they encountered during their ordeal – those who captured, held or abused them, prospective 
“buyers”, and others – were Iraqis and Syrians. Some were from other Arabic-speaking 
countries,7 and few were from other countries (the latter spoke little or no Arabic and were 
hence presumed to be from outside the region). Four women and girls said they had been 
held in the homes of two Australian fighters of Lebanese origin, one of whom was living with 
his Australian wife (also of Lebanese origin) and children. Most were in their 20s and 30s, 
some were older, and few were considerably older, up to mid-50s. Many, but not necessarily 
all, were IS fighters and some were believed to be IS supporters.   

Residents of Mosul and Tal ‘Afar, where many abducted Yezidi women and girls have been 
held, told Amnesty international that they knew of men who had good relations with IS 
fighters and had “married” abducted Yezidi women or girls in their cities. A Mosul resident 
said he knew of at least two such cases: “They are local businessmen, not fighters. I don’t 
know if they bought the girls or what the arrangements are to get the girls but they registered 
their marriage in the local Shari’a court [established by the IS].”  A resident of Tal ‘Afar, who 
told Amnesty International that he supports the IS, said:  

“It is right and proper that these people [members of the Yezidi community] should 
convert to Islam and that the unmarried women should be married to Muslim men 

according to Islam. It is not true that they are oppressed, this is just propaganda. They 

are being fed and well treated like any other wives. I personally know some of the local 

men who have married these girls and they are good and honourable men.”    
 

Several of those who escaped described being held in their captors’ homes with their captors’ 
wives, children, parents, and siblings. Fawziya, 18, told Amnesty International:  

“In the first 10 days we were not molested, the men brought us food and left us alone. 

Then we were told each of us must choose a husband or else men will choose us. At that 

time we were kept together, many of us, more than 100. Then we were split in groups, 

six girls per group, and each group was taken to a different house in Rambussi (near 

Mount Sinjar). In the house where I was held each girl was with a man from Da’esh; 
these men were aged between 30-40 years; we were aged between 15 and 20. The man 

who took me as his wife was about 30 and was from Mosul. He used me as his wife for 

four days in that house and then took me to Mosul to his family home. His family did not 

agree with what Da’esh did to the Yezidi girls but did not do anything to stop it. I was 

put in a room with his wife, she was also from Mosul, was young and very nice to me. 

She has two young children, a boy and a girl, with him. His parents did not interfere, but 

they said that if I did not convert to Islam he should give me away or sell me, and get a 

Muslim wife instead. He took me and his wife and children to Rambussi and said he was 

going to give me back to the emir (chief). There were other girls in houses nearby and I 

eventually managed to escape with some other girls.” 

Another girl said of her captor’s family: “His wife was very nice to us and felt sorry for us. 
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She cried with us and wanted to help but she couldn’t.”   

A young woman who was held in several family homes said: “Abu Faysal’s parents tried to 
convince us to convert to Islam but in a nice way, without pressure, they just said it would be 
better for us.” But the man’s parents did nothing to stop the abuses against the girls.  “A 
man came to the house to take Khaya [one of the captive girls] away and she resisted and 
was beaten until she fainted and then the man took her away.”   

Several other girls who were held by foreign fighters told Amnesty International that the wife 
of one of them helped them to communicate with their families and eventually to escape: 
“She was more than a mother to us. I could never forget this woman, she saved our lives,” 
said one of the girls. The girls said that two foreign fighters told them they would register 
them at the Shari’a court as their wives so that they could stay together as a group. They did 
not abuse any of them, and spent most of their time away from home fighting at the front.  

A 13-year-old girl who was held with her toddler sister in her captor’s home told Amnesty 
International she had not been abused and that her captor had actually saved her: 

“He took me to his home and I slept in a room with his older wife while he slept in 
another room with his younger wife. The older wife was very nice to me. He said he had 
bought me because he felt sorry for me and wanted to send me and my little sister back 
to my family and indeed he did so.”   
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RULE OF FEAR 
The IS has not tried to hide or deny its crimes. On the contrary, more than any other group, it 
has gone to great efforts to publicize gruesome details of the atrocities perpetrated by its 
members against captured soldiers and civilians alike, giving them ample resonance through 
videos and statements widely distributed on social media, often in multiple languages. It has 
used its reputation as a brutal and ruthless actor to instil fear in its enemies and anyone else 
in its path.   

Its strategy has produced the desired results – both Iraqi and Kurdish forces fled in the face 
of the IS advance, making it easier for it to seize large areas of the country and leaving 
civilian residents from minority communities unprotected. After IS captured the entire Sinjar 
area and abducted thousands of Yezidi residents, Peshmerga forces8 and residents from the 
Yezidi and other minority communities who lived in towns and villages further east fled in 
fear of the IS advance. “Yes I am a Peshmerga, but I have a wife and children who need 
protection, so my priority had to be to take them to safety before Da’esh attacked the area. I 
could not leave my family to be taken hostage or slaughtered by Da’esh; so we fled,” a Yezidi 
member of the Peshmerga forces told Amnesty International. “The fear of the crimes Da’esh 
could commit against the women and children of my family is much greater than the fear of 
being killed by Da’esh,” another Yezidi man said. 

In a matter of weeks the IS carried out a deliberate policy of ethnic cleansing in northern 
Iraq. It forced hundreds of thousands of members of ethnic and religious minorities, who had 
lived in the region for centuries – including Shi’a (who are a minority in northern Iraq), 
Assyrian Christians, Turkmen Shi’a, Shabak Shi’a, Yezidis, Kakai, and Sabean Mandaeans – 
to abandon their homes and villages.  

The IS has also boasted about subjecting abducted Yezidi women and girls to sexual violence 
and slavery, seeking to legitimize these abhorrent and criminal practices according to their 
own interpretation of Islam. Discussing the treatment of the Yezidi minority population in 
areas under IS control in its publication (Dabiq), 9 it states:  

“Unlike the Jews and Christians, there was no room for jizyah (non-Muslim residents) 
payment. Also, their women could be enslaved… After capture, the Yazidi women and 
children were then divided according to the Sharī’ah10 amongst the fighters of the 
Islamic State who participated in the Sinjar operations, after one fifth of the slaves were 
transferred to the Islamic State’s authority to be divided as khums [fifth]… Before 
Shaytān [Satan] reveals his doubts to the weak-minded and weak hearted, one should 
remember that enslaving the families of the kuffār [infidels] and taking their women as 
concubines is a firmly established aspect of the Sharī’ah…” 

 
According to a recent “Questions and Answers” believed to have been issued by the IS’s 
“Office of research and religious edicts”:   

"Unbelieving [women] who were captured and brought into the abode of Islam are 
permissible to us, after the imam distributes them [among us]… If she is a virgin, he 
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[her master] can have intercourse with her immediately after taking possession of her. 
However, if she isn't, her uterus must be purified [first]… It is permissible to buy, sell, 
or give as a gift female captives and slaves, for they are merely property, which can be 
disposed of… It is permissible to have intercourse with the female slave who hasn't 
reached puberty if she is fit for intercourse; however if she is not fit for intercourse, then 
it is enough to enjoy her without intercourse…”11 
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THE DIFFICULT ROAD TO RECOVERY 
AFTER CAPTIVITY 
The women and girls who have escaped IS captivity are in a situation of acute emotional 
distress. In addition to having to cope with the trauma of the violence they have survived, 
they are grieving for relatives killed by the IS and desperately worried about those who are 
still being held captive.  For many of them, their entire immediate family – parents, brothers 
and sisters – are still being held. Aside from the physical and psychological suffering, they 
now find themselves forcibly displaced from their homes and having to live as guests in the 
shelters of more distant relatives and neighbours, who are likewise displaced. This situation 
causes them additional material and emotional discomfort as it entails an unusual 
arrangement for conservative rural Yezidi communities, where unmarried girls live with their 
parents and siblings, and married women with their husbands and close family. They are 
financially dependent on these relatives, who are themselves forcibly displaced and suffering 
great hardship.   

According to Yezidi customs, marriage with members of other faiths and sexual relations 
outside marriage are not accepted. Such practices are considered to be shameful for the 
whole family, and in the past women and girls believed to have had relations with men of 
other faiths have been victims of so-called “honour killings”.12    

After the first women and girls escaped from IS captivity in late August 2014, the Yezidi 
spiritual leader, Baba Sheikh, reportedly called on members of the community not to punish 
or ostracise women and girls who had been victims of sexual violence at the hands of the IS, 
or those who were forced to convert to Islam, and to welcome them back and support and 
care for them. However, the stigma remains. Some of the relatives of abducted Yezidi women 
and girls interviewed by Amnesty International were concerned not just about the suffering 
inflicted on their captured relatives, but also about the negative social consequences of the 
abductions for the future of these women and girls. Some said that it would be difficult to 
find suitable husbands13 for those who had been abducted, even if they had not been victims 
of sexual violence, because it was assumed that all those abducted had been raped.    

Some of the women and girls who were sexually abused in captivity have not been able or 
willing to talk about the violence they endured, particularly those whose parents and other 
immediate family are still missing and who have no one they can turn to for support and 
advice.   

Three girls told Amnesty International that they had been raped but said they had not told 
their relatives. Some of the escapees said they had not been subjected to any form of sexual 
violence in captivity, but other women and girls held with them said that they had actually 
been raped. 

Those who are unable to talk to their relatives about the violence they have suffered face 
additional difficulties in seeking and accessing the medical care and support they 
desperately need. The limited medical and psycho-social support services which are 
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available, provided by the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) Directorate of Health and 

by humanitarian organizations, are mostly located far from where the women and girls who 

have escaped IS captivity are sheltering.   

Notably it is difficult or impossible for them to find out about and travel to the places where 

such services are provided on their own, as they are dependent on their relatives to cover the 

cost of transport and to accompany them (especially as they are often sheltering in locations 

unfamiliar to them).   

Many survivors of sexual violence, therefore, find themselves in a catch-22 situation. Their 

relatives are their only source of support, but because of stigma and shame, they do not feel 

able to share with them what happened, or to seek their help in accessing the services they 

urgently need.  

While the subject of rape and other sexual violence of abducted women and girls has been 

discussed openly by Yezidi community leaders in the media, most Yezidi men and women 

interviewed by Amnesty International have tended to say that while the rape of captive 

women and girls is systematic, their own relatives were not subjected to such abuses.  This 

may be reinforcing the stigma around rape and contributing to former captives feeling that 

they cannot reveal the details of rape or other sexual violence for fear of bringing shame on 

their families. At the same time, there has been significant pressure on women and girls who 

escaped IS captivity to speak to national and international media. Local media fixers and 

activists have often brought journalists to interview the escapees without first seeking their 

informed consent. In some cases, relatives have pressured them into giving interviews even 

when they clearly did not feel comfortable. An Amnesty International researcher witnessed at 

least three such cases first hand, and was told of others by escapees and their relatives.  

One woman told Amnesty International that she went to a place where she thought she would 

be receiving medical care for her panic attacks, but instead found a television crew wanting 

to interview her. Two others said that they received a visit from a foreign man who said he 

was a doctor, but seemed to be a journalist: “He said that to cure our depression we should 

get out of the house and go for walks in the fields and sit in the sun. He had a large video 

camera and filmed us but said that our faces would not be shown.” Three other girls who 
received the visit of a television crew while they were being interviewed by an Amnesty 

International researcher said that they did not want to speak to journalists but that they felt 

they could not refuse because the family who hosted them had brought the journalists to 

them.14   

Some Yezidi community leaders and activists have told Amnesty International that it is 

necessary for former captives to talk to journalists in order to raise the awareness of the 

international community about the plight of Yezidi women and children in IS captivity and 

that this would cause no harm to the women and girls as long as their faces and identities 

were concealed. They were seemingly unaware of the pressure being put on the former 

captives and of the negative impact this could have on their well-being and ability to recover 

from the psychological trauma caused by the sexual violence and other abuses they suffered 

in captivity. 
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THE CONDUCT OF THE ISLAMIC 
STATE: WAR CRIMES AND CRIMES 
AGAINST HUMANITY 
International humanitarian law (IHL, the laws of war) applies in situations of armed conflict. 
In Iraq, there is currently a non-international armed conflict involving forces aligned with the 
central government and the KRG, including international coalition members, and the armed 
group the Islamic State and other armed groups opposed to the government. The rules of IHL 
therefore apply and are binding on all parties to the conflict, including the IS. These rules 
and principles seek to protect anyone who is not actively participating in hostilities, notably 
civilians, and anyone, including those who were previously participating in hostilities, who is 
wounded or surrenders or is otherwise captured or incapacitated.  

Torture and cruel treatment, rape and other forms of sexual violence, hostage taking, arbitrary 
deprivation of liberty and forcing persons to act against their religious beliefs are prohibited 
and constitute war crimes.15  

Under IHL, individuals, whether civilians or military, can be held criminally responsible for 
war crimes. Leaders and commanders of armed groups must be particularly diligent in 
seeking to prevent and repress such crimes. Military commanders and civilian superiors can 
be held responsible for crimes committed by their subordinates if they ordered such acts or if 
they knew, or had reason to know, such crimes were about to be committed and did not take 
necessary measures to prevent their commission, or to punish crimes that have already been 
committed.16 Individuals are also criminally responsible for assisting in, facilitating, aiding or 
abetting the commission of a war crime.17 

Crimes against humanity are prohibited acts committed as part of a widespread or systematic 
attack directed against a civilian population as part of a government or organizational 
policy.18 The violations and abuses documented in this report also constitute crimes against 
humanity. The IS have deliberately targeted the civilian population, and their crimes have 
been widespread, as well as systematic in nature, and have been part of the group’s 
organizational policy. The crimes against humanity committed by IS include murder, 
enslavement, imprisonment, torture, rape and sexual slavery, and persecution.  

The UN Security Council, in Resolution 1820 (2008), condemned sexual violence in armed 
conflict. It noted that “women and girls are particularly targeted by the use of sexual 
violence, including as a tactic of war to humiliate, dominate, instil fear in, disperse and/or 
forcibly relocate civilian members of a community or ethnic group”. And it stated that “rape 
and other forms of sexual violence can constitute a war crime, a crime against humanity, or a 
constitutive act with respect to genocide”.  

The Security Council affirmed its intention “when establishing and renewing state-specific 
sanctions regimes, to take into consideration the appropriateness of targeted and graduated 
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measures against parties to situations of armed conflict who commit rape and other forms of 
sexual violence against women and girls in situations of armed conflict.”19   
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CONCLUSION AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Despite worldwide condemnation, the IS has shown no intention of putting an end to the war 
crimes and crimes against humanity which its fighters have been committing on a large 
scale, including against the Iraqi women and girls they have abducted and continue to hold 
captive. Any party, in Iraq or outside, with any influence over the IS should use that influence 
to secure the release of these captives. 

A small proportion of those abducted have managed to escape IS captivity, many after having 
been subjected to acts of unspeakable brutality. But the survivors interviewed by Amnesty 
International are not receiving the help and support they desperately need.  Survivors of 
sexual violence should be proactively sought out and provided with adequate and timely 
medical care and support services. The KRG and the UN agencies and humanitarian 
organizations who are providing or putting in place such services should ensure that they are 
physically, geographically and financially accessible, and that survivors are provided with 
adequate and timely information on the available support services and how to access them. 
Information and materials about medical and psycho-social services, and must be made 
available in the appropriate languages so survivors are able to access them.  

Such services should include prompt medical and forensic examination in accordance with 
survivors’ wishes, including trauma support and counseling; sexual and reproductive health 
care including emergency contraception, HIV counseling, testing and post-exposure 
prophylaxis, testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections, the option for safe and 
legal abortion services and maternal health support; legal and financial assistance; access to 
shelters or housing, education and training; and assistance in finding employment.   

It is crucial that the privacy and confidentiality of those who have escaped IS captivity is 
respected at all times, whether or not they say that they have not been subjected to rape or 
other sexual violence. Notably, journalists should not attempt to interview escapees without 
ensuring they have given their informed consent, and relatives, activists and community 
leaders should not put any pressure on escapees to speak to media or others if they do not 
feel comfortable doing so.   

 

                                                      

1 Previously known as Islamic State in Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) 

2 Shi’a Muslims make up the majority of Iraq’s population but were a minority in the areas which have 

been seized by the IS. 

3 Yezidis are ethnic Kurds who practice an ancient monotheistic religion, which has links to 

Zoroastrianism, a pre-Islamic religion which originated in the Persian Empire. They worship the “Peacock 

Angel”, considered by some Muslims and followers of other religions as representing Satan and the 



Escape from hell 
Torture and sexual slavery in Islamic State captivity in Iraq 

 

Amnesty International December 2014  Index: MDE 14/021/2014 

18 

                                                                                                                                       

reason why Yezidis have endured centuries of persecution on accusations of “devil worshipping”.  See for 

example: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/07/who-yazidi-isis-iraq-religion-ethnicity-

mountains 

4 For more details see: http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/gruesome-evidence-ethnic-cleansing-northern-

iraq-islamic-state-moves-wipe-out-minorities-2014-0  and 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE14/011/2014/en/b3a0980f-ee7a-4554-b1ce-

108e0a496440/mde140112014en.pdf 

5 Yezidi men who manage to escape from IS captivity have told Amnesty International that they had been 

forced to convert to Islam under threat of death. Scores of Yezidi men who were captured on 3 August, 

when IS fighters stormed the Sinjar region, were shown converting to Islam in a video distributed on 

social media around 20 August, in which an IS commander says that those who do not want to convert 

can die of hunger and thirst “on the mountain” (a reference to Mount Sinjar, where Yezidi fighters and 

some civilians have been sheltering since 3 August, surrounded by IS fighters)..  

6 The Arabic term commonly used to refer to the IS 

7 Yezidis are Kurdish-speaking. Many of the women and girls interviewed by Amnesty International did 

not know Arabic well enough to recognize the different accents. 

8 The Peshmerga are the armed forces of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) 

9 Dabiq, Issue 4, available at: http://media.clarionproject.org/files/islamic-state/islamic-state-isis-

magazine-Issue-4-the-failed-crusade.pdf 

10 Same as Shari’a.  Sharī’ah is the spelling used in the cited publication   

11 Translation available here: http://www.memrijttm.org/islamic-state-isis-releases-pamphlet-on-female-

slaves.html 

12 A 17-year-old Yezidi girl from Bashika, a town east of Mosul, Du’a Khalil Aswad, was stoned to death 

by a group of the town’s men in 2007 because of her relations with a Muslim teenager; See: 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/iraq-%E2%80%98honour-killing%E2%80%99-teenage-girl-

condemned-abhorrent and http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE14/027/2007/en/4df2a4b2-

d398-11dd-a329-2f46302a8cc6/mde140272007en.html 

13 Yezidi society is structured on the basis of a caste system. In this context, a suitable husband means, 

among others, one from the right caste (not from a lower caste).   

14 In this case the girls were being hosted by a family from their home town, as all their relatives had 

been abducted and they had no relatives in the KRG.   

15 ICRC Customary IHLStudy, Rules 90, 93, 96, 99, and 104.   

16 ICRC Customary IHL Study, Rule 153.   

17 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Article 25.   

18 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Art 7 (2) 

19 S/RES/1820 (2008) 
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ESCAPE FROM HELL 
TORTURE AND SEXUAL SLAVERY IN ISLAMIC STATE 
CAPTIVITY IN IRAQ 
 
As they swept through large parts of northern Iraq, fighters with the 
armed group calling itself “Islamic State” (IS) systematically targeted 
members of non-Arab and non-Sunni Muslim communities, as well as 
Sunni Muslims who oppose them. But even within the context of its 
persecution of minority groups and Shi’a Muslims, the IS has singled 
out the Yezidi minority, notably its women and children, for 
particularly brutal treatment.  

In August 2014, IS fighters abducted hundreds, possibly thousands, of 
Yezidi men, women and children who were fleeing the IS takeover 
from the Sinjar region, in the north-west of the country. Hundreds of 
the men were killed and others were forced to convert to Islam under 
threat of death. Younger women and girls, some as young as 12, were 
separated from their parents and older relatives and sold, given as 
gifts or forced to marry IS fighters and supporters. Many have been 
subjected to torture and ill-treatment, including rape and other forms 
of sexual violence, and have likewise been pressured into converting 
to Islam.   

Up to 300 of those abducted, mostly women and children, have 
managed to escape IS captivity, while the majority continue to be held 
in various locations in Iraq and in parts of Syria controlled by the IS. 
They are moved frequently from place to place. Some are able to 
communicate with their displaced relatives in areas outside IS control 
but the fate and whereabouts of others are not known.  

Some of the women and girls who have escaped IS captivity, as well as 
some of those who remain captive, have given harrowing accounts to 
Amnesty International of the torture and abuses they have suffered. 

Rape and other forms of torture and sexual violence, hostage taking, 
arbitrary deprivation of liberty and forcing persons to act against their 
religious beliefs constitute war crimes. Some of the violations and 
abuses documented in this report also constitute crimes against 
humanity, including torture, rape and sexual slavery. The IS continues 
to hold hundreds of captives, including children. Any party, in Iraq or 
outside, with influence over the IS should use that influence to secure 
the release of these captives and put an end to abductions, forced 
marriages, rape and other abuses. Those who have escaped or been 
released must be provided with adequate and timely medical care and 
support services.  

 

amnesty.org 
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The Khanke IDP camp outside of Dohuk is home to more than
18,000 Yezidis and other Iraqi families who were displaced by the
conflict.
©2015 Samer Muscati/Human Rights Watch

ISIS forces have committed organized
rape, sexual assault, and other horrific
crimes against Yezidi women and girls.
Those fortunate enough to have escaped
need to be treated for the unimaginable
trauma they endured.
Liesl Gerntholtz, women’s rights director

Iraq: ISIS Escapees Describe Systematic Rape
Yezidi Survivors in Need of Urgent Care

APRIL 15, 2015

TweetTweet 1,743 9.2kLikeLike  EMAIL

(New York) – The extremist group Islamic State (also
known as ISIS) has carried out systematic rape and
other sexual violence against Yezidi women and girls in
northern Iraq. Human Rights Watch conducted
research in the town of Dohuk in January and February
2015, including interviewing 20 women and girls who
escaped from ISIS, and reviewing ISIS statements
about the subject.

Human Rights Watch documented a system of
organized rape and sexual assault, sexual slavery, and
forced marriage by ISIS forces. Such acts are war
crimes and may be crimes against humanity. Many of
the women and girls remain missing, but the survivors
now in Iraqi Kurdistan need psychosocial support and
other assistance.

“ISIS forces have committed organized rape, sexual
assault, and other horrific crimes against Yezidi women
and girls,” said Liesl Gerntholtz, women’s rights
director at Human Rights Watch. “Those fortunate enough to have escaped need to be treated for the
unimaginable trauma they endured.”

Researcher Interview: These Yezidi girls escaped ISIS. Now what?

ISIS forces took several thousand Yezidi civilians into custody in northern Iraq’s Nineveh province in August
2014, according to Kurdistan officials and community leaders. Witnesses said that fighters systematically
separated young women and adolescent girls from their families and other captives and moved them from one
location to another inside Iraq and Syria.

The 11 women and 9 girls Human Rights Watch interviewed had escaped between September 2014 and
January 2015. Half, including two 12-year-old girls, said they had been raped – some multiple times and by
several ISIS fighters. Nearly all of them said they had been forced into marriage; sold, in some cases a number
of times; or given as “gifts.” The women and girls also witnessed other captives being abused.
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Human Rights Watch also interviewed more than a dozen international and local service providers, medical
workers, Kurdish officials, community leaders, and activists who corroborated these accounts. A local doctor
treating female survivors in Dohuk told Human Rights Watch that of the 105 women and girls she had
examined, 70 appeared to have been raped in ISIS captivity.

All of the women and girls interviewed exhibited signs of acute emotional distress. Many remain separated
from relatives and sometimes their entire families, who were either killed by ISIS or remain in ISIS captivity.
Several said they had attempted suicide during their captivity or witnessed suicide attempts to avoid rape,
forced marriage, or forced religious conversion.

In October 2014, ISIS acknowledged in its publication Dabiq that its fighters had given captured Yezidi women
and girls to its fighters as “spoils of war.” ISIS has sought to justify sexual violence claiming that Islam permits
sex with non-Muslim “slaves,” including girls, as well as beating and selling them. The statements are further
evidence of a widespread practice and a systematic plan of action by ISIS, Human Rights Watch said.

ISIS commanders should immediately release all civilian detainees, reunite children with their families, and
end forced marriages and religious conversions, Human Rights Watch said. They should take all necessary
action to end rape and other sexual violence by ISIS fighters. International and local actors who have influence
with ISIS should press the group to take these actions.

In 2014 the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) absorbed more than 637,000 displaced people from
Nineveh province alone, and made significant efforts to provide health and other services to Yezidi women and
girls who have escaped ISIS. However, there have been flaws and gaps in health care, Human Rights Watch
said. Some of those interviewed said they underwent medical tests but did not know the purpose and were
never told the results.

The director general for health in Dohuk told Human Rights Watch that local authorities had identified fewer
than 150 women and girls who had escaped from ISIS and that only about 100 had received medical treatment.
According to the KRG Directorate of Yezidi Affairs, 974 Yezidis had escaped ISIS as of March 15, 2015,
including 513 women and 304 children.

The women and girls need trauma support and ongoing counselling, Human Rights Watch said. Not all had
immediate access to treatment for injuries; emergency contraception; safe and legal abortion services,
including sexual and reproductive health access; and psychosocial support.

KRG authorities should try to close gaps in medical care and psychosocial support for the Yezidi girls and
women and ensure that doctors provide survivors with results of tests they undergo and information on the
services available to them, Human Rights Watch said. The KRG should also develop a plan to assist children
born from rape to ensure adequate services and protection for them and their mothers. In addition, the KRG
should invest in employment skills training and livelihood schemes to help reintegrate women into daily life.

“Yezidi women and girls who escaped ISIS still face enormous challenges and continuing trauma from their
experience,” Gerntholtz said. “They need urgent help and support to recover their health and move on with

MORE NEWS »



their lives.”

 

ISIS Violations of International Law

Abduction and Detention
Since ISIS attacks in and around Sinjar began on August 3, 2014, more than 736,000 Iraqis, primarily Yezidis
and other religious minorities, fled their homes in Nineveh province, most to the semi-autonomous region of
Iraqi Kurdistan, according to the International Organization for Migration. ISIS fighters executed hundreds of
male Yezidi civilians and then abducted their relatives, the United Nations and local and international human
rights organizations reported. A recent UN report stated that further investigation is needed to establish the
number of those held captive or killed by ISIS, which is “estimated to be in the thousands.”

Although several hundred Yezidis have since escaped, according to KRG officials, many are still in captivity in
various parts of Iraq and Syria. Escaped abductees that Human Rights Watch interviewed said ISIS is holding
Yezidis in multiple locations across northern Iraq, including Mosul, Tal Afar, Tal Banat, Ba’aj, Rambusi, and
Sinjar, and in areas it controls in eastern Syria, including Raqqa and Rabi’a. They said that ISIS is holding
female captives, including girls, in houses, hotels, factories, farm compounds, schools, prisons, military bases,
and former government offices.

Young women and girls told Human Rights Watch that ISIS fighters first separated them from men and boys
and older women. The fighters moved the women and girls several times in an organized and methodical
fashion to various places in Iraq and Syria. While most of the ISIS fighters appeared to be Syrian or Iraqi,
survivors said that some of their abusers told them that they came from other countries in the Middle East and
North Africa, including from Libya, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, as well as
from Europe and Central Asia.

The precise number of Yezidis still captive is unknown because of continuing fighting in Iraq and Syria and
because significant numbers of Yezidis fled to areas across Iraq and neighboring countries when ISIS attacked.
On March 13, 2015, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights stated in its report
that about 3,000 people, mainly Yezidis, allegedly remain in ISIS captivity. Local officials, service providers,
and community activists estimate that the number of Yezidis still held is much higher.

In September 2014, a Yezidi group provided Human Rights Watch with a database with 3,133 names and ages
of Yezidis they said ISIS had kidnapped or killed, or who had been missing since the ISIS assaults of early
August. The database was based on interviews with displaced Yezidis in Iraqi Kurdistan. The group said that as
of late March 2015, the number of dead, abducted, and missing Yezidis had risen to 5,324.

Sexual Violence and Other Abuse
The women and girls who spoke to Human Rights Watch described repeated rape, sexual violence, and other
abuse in ISIS captivity.

Jalila (all survivors’ names have been changed for their security), age 12, said that Arab men whom she
recognized from her village north of Sinjar accosted her and seven family members on August 3, 2014, as they
were trying to flee ISIS. The men handed the family over to ISIS fighters, who separated Jalila, her sister,
sister-in-law, and infant nephew from the other family members and took them to Tal Afar. Later, the fighters
took Jalila and her sister to Mosul. Thirty-five days later they separated Jalila from her sister and took her to a
house in Syria that housed other abducted young Yezidi women and girls. Jalila said:

The men would come and select us. When they came, they would tell us to stand up and then examine our bodies.

They would tell us to show our hair and sometimes they beat the girls if they refused. They wore dishdashas [ankle

length garments], and had long beards and hair.

She said that the ISIS fighter who selected her slapped her and dragged her out of the house when she resisted.
“I told him not to touch me and begged him to let me go,” she said. “I told him to take me to my mother. I was a
young girl, and I asked him, ‘What do you want from me?’ He spent three days having sex with me.”

Jalila said that during her captivity, seven ISIS fighters “owned” her, and four raped her on multiple occasions:
“Sometimes I was sold. Sometimes I was given as a gift. The last man was the most abusive; he used to tie my
hands and legs.”

Another 12-year-old, Wafa, told Human Rights Watch that in August ISIS fighters abducted her with her family



from the village of Kocho. The men took the family to a school in Tal Afar filled with other Yezidi captives,
where the fighters separated her from her family. From there they took her to several locations within Iraq and
then to Raqqa, in Syria. An older fighter assured Wafa that she would not be harmed but he repeatedly raped
her nevertheless, she said.

“He was sleeping in the same place with me and told me not be afraid because I was like his daughter,” she
said. “One day I woke up and my legs were covered in blood.” Wafa escaped three months after her abduction,
but her parents, three brothers, and sister are still missing.

The women and girls who said that they had not been raped said they endured constant stress and anxiety
when witnessing the suffering of other women, fearing they would be next.

Dilara, 20, said ISIS fighters took her to a wedding hall in Syria, where she saw about 60 other Yezidi female
captives. ISIS fighters told the group to “forget about your relatives, from now on you will marry us, bear our
children, God will convert you to Islam and you will pray.” She told Human Rights Watch she lived in constant
fear that she would be dragged away like so many women and girls before her:

From 9:30 in the morning, men would come to buy girls to rape them. I saw in front of my eyes ISIS soldiers pulling

hair, beating girls, and slamming the heads of anyone who resisted. They were like animals…. Once they took the

girls out, they would rape them and bring them back to exchange for new girls. The girls’ ages ranged from 8 to 30

years… only 20 girls remained in the end.

Two sisters, Rana, 25, and Sara, 21, said they could do nothing to stop the abuse of their 16-year-old sister by
four men over several months. The sister was allowed to visit them and told them that the first man who raped
her, whom she described as a European, also beat her, handcuffed her, gave her electric shocks, and denied her
food. She told them another fighter later raped her for a month and then gave her to an Algerian for another
month. The last time they saw her was when a Saudi ISIS fighter took her. “We don’t know anything about her
since,” Sara said. The two sisters said they were also raped multiple times by two men, one of whom said he
was from Russia and the other from Kazakhstan.

Some women and girls told Human Rights Watch that ISIS fighters beat them if they resisted or defied them in
any way.

Zara, 13, said that ISIS fighters accused her and two other girls of desecrating a Quran while holding the girls
captive on a farm. “They punished the three of us by taking us to the garden and tying our hands with wire,”
she said. “We were blindfolded and they said they would kill us if we didn’t say who had done this. They beat us
for 10 minutes and they fired a bullet in the air.”

Leila, 25, managed to escape from the house where she was held captive, but because she was behind ISIS
lines, she realized she was trapped and felt compelled to return. The commander, an Iraqi, asked her why she
had tried to escape. She said she replied: “Because what you are doing to us is haram [forbidden] and un-
Islamic.” He beat her with a cable and also punished the guard who had failed to prevent her escape attempt.
The guard beat her as well. “Since then, my mental state has become very bad and I’ve had fainting spells,” she
said.

Forced Marriage 
Women and girls told Human Rights Watch that ISIS fighters told them they had been bought for as much as
US$2,000 from other ISIS members.

In some instances, ISIS fighters forcibly married their Yezidi captives rather than buy them. Narin, 20, said
that when a fighter named Abu Du’ad brought her to his home, his wife left in protest. He brought a religious
judge to perform a marriage ceremony but Narin refused to participate. Abu Du’ad persisted by trying to get
permission from Narin’s family and called her brother in Germany. “But [my brother] said no to the marriage
and offered to pay $50,000 for my release,” Narin said. “Abu Du’ad said no.”

Nadia, 23, said she was separated from the men in her family when ISIS fighters abducted them in her village
near Sinjar in August. She tried to convince the ISIS fighters that she was married to escape being raped,
because she had heard that ISIS fighters preferred virgins. However, after they took her to Syria, one of the
men said that he would marry her. “The other girls with me said it’s forbidden to marry married women,”
Nadia said. “He replied, ‘But not if they are Yezidi women.’”

ISIS has publicly acknowledged enslaving women and children. In an article entitled “The revival of slavery
before the hour” in Dabiq, the group’s online English-language magazine, ISIS said it was reviving a custom



justified under Sharia (Islamic law):

After capture, the Yazidi women and children were then divided according to the sharia amongst the fighters of the

Islamic State who participated in the Sinjar operations, after one fifth of the slaves were transferred to the Islamic

State’s authority to be divided as khums [a tax on war spoils].

A question-and-answer document, issued by what appears to be ISIS’s Research and Fatwa Department, states:

It is permissible to buy, sell, or give as a gift female captives and slaves, for they are merely property, which can be

disposed of.… It is permissible to have intercourse with the female slave who hasn’t reached puberty if she is fit for

intercourse; however if she is not fit for intercourse, then it is enough to enjoy her without intercourse.… It is

permissible to beat the female slave as a [form of] darb ta'deeb [disciplinary beating].

Suicide Attempts
The women and girls who spoke to Human Rights Watch described their own suicide attempts or attempts of
others as a way to avoid rape, forced marriage, or forced religious conversion. They described cutting their
wrists with glass or razors, attempting to hang themselves, trying to electrocute themselves in bathtubs, and
consuming what they thought was poison.

Rashida, 31, managed to speak to one of her brothers after her abduction by secretly using a fighter’s phone.
She told her brother that ISIS fighters were forcing her to convert and then to marry. He told her he would try
to help her but if he couldn’t, “I should commit suicide because it would be better than the alternative.”
Rashida said:

Later that day they [ISIS fighters] made a lottery of our names and started to choose women by drawing out the

names. The man who selected me, Abu Ghufran, forced me to bathe but while I was in the bathroom I tried to kill

myself. I had found some poison in the house, and took it with me to the bathroom. I knew it was toxic because of its

smell. I distributed it to the rest of the girls and we each mixed some with water in the bathroom and drank it. None

of us died but we all got sick. Some collapsed.

Leila said she saw two girls try to kill themselves by slashing their wrists with broken glass. She also tried to
commit suicide when her Libyan captors forced her to take a bath, which she knew was typically a prelude to
rape:

I went into the bathroom, turned on the water, stood on a chair to take the wire connecting the light to electrocute

myself but there was no electricity. After they realized what I was doing, they beat me with a long piece of wood and

with their fists. My eyes were swollen shut and my arms turned blue. They handcuffed me to the sink, and cut my

clothes with a knife and washed me. They took me out of the bathroom, brought in [my friend] and raped her in the

room in front of me.

Leila said she was later raped. She said she tried to commit suicide again and showed Human Rights Watch the
scars on her wrists where she cut herself with a razor.

Forced Conversions
About half the women and girls who spoke to Human Rights Watch said the ISIS fighters pressured them to
convert to Islam. Zara, 13, said she was held captive in a three-story house in Mosul with girls ages 10 to 15:

When they came to select the girls, they would pull them away. The girls would cry and faint, they would have to take

them by force. They made us convert to Islam and we all had to say the shahada [Islamic creed]. They said, “You

Yezidis are kufar [infidels], you must repeat these words after the leader.” They gathered us all in one place and

made us repeat after him. After we said the shahada, he said you have now been converted to our religion and our

religion is the correct one. We didn’t dare not say the shahada.

ISIS fighters held Noor, 16, in various places including Mosul. “The leader of this group asked us to convert to
Islam and read the Quran,” she said. “We were forced to read the Quran and we started to pray slowly. We
started to behave like actors.”

War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity
Rape and other forms of sexual violence, sexual slavery, cruel treatment, and other abuses committed during



an armed conflict violate the laws of war. International criminal courts have ruled that rape and other sexual
violence may also amount to torture.

Those who commit serious violations of the laws of war with criminal intent are responsible for war crimes.
Commanders and civilian leaders may be prosecuted for war crimes as a matter of command responsibility
when they knew or should have known about the commission of war crimes and took insufficient measures to
prevent them or punish those responsible.

The mass rape and other serious abuses by ISIS against Yezidi civilians may be crimes against humanity.
Crimes against humanity are serious offenses, including rape, sexual slavery, enslavement, unlawful
imprisonment, persecution of a religious group, and other inhumane acts intentionally causing great suffering,
that are part of a widespread or systematic attack on a civilian population.

“Widespread” refers to the scale of the acts or the number of victims. “Systematic” concerns “a pattern or
methodical plan.” ISIS public statements concerning enslavement, forced marriage, and abuse of captured
women, as well as the organized sale of Yezidi women and girls, indicate a widespread practice and a
systematic plan of action by ISIS.

Provision of Health Services

Medical Care
KRG authorities have made significant efforts to provide health and other services to Yezidi women and girls
and have designated a health committee in Dohuk to coordinate the identification and referral of survivors to
services. The director general for health in Dohuk, Dr. Nezhar Ismet Taib, who heads the committee, said that
some families do not wish to reveal that their female relatives were abducted and this has made it difficult for
the committee to identify and support those in need.

Almost all of the women and girls who spoke to Human Rights Watch said they had received medical
examinations. A local doctor said the medical tests included blood tests for sexually transmitted infections and
pregnancy. In some cases, medical workers provided emergency contraception and post-exposure prophylaxis
for HIV, as recommended by the World Health Organization.

It is not clear that doctors have always obtained informed consent before conducting examinations. Narin, the
20-year-old woman from Sinjar, told Human Rights Watch that she was abducted on August 3 and given as a
“gift” to an ISIS fighter, who tried to force her to marry him:

I wasn’t raped – [the ISIS member] didn’t touch me because I told him I was sick.… I got a forensic gynecological

exam in Dohuk, which cleared me of abuse. I wasn’t comfortable during this exam, and [the doctor] didn’t explain

what she was doing to me beforehand.

Those who take the medical tests do not always receive the test results. The two sisters, Rana and Sara, said
that they spent five months in ISIS captivity and that ISIS fighters raped them multiples times. They said that
soon after they escaped in December they received medical treatment and tests, but six weeks later, they had
still not received any test results.Eighteen-year-old Arwa, from Kocho, managed to escape in December after
ISIS fighters raped her. She told Human Rights Watch that she was still waiting for her test results seven weeks
later.

Local authorities should ensure that health workers inform women and girls of the purpose of each test and
that they consent to each procedure. The World Health Organization has provided guidelines for carrying out
such tests and obtaining informed consent.

Withholding test results, whether positive or negative, can compound women’s and girls’ fears about the state
of their health. Health workers should ensure that there is follow up for such women and girls, including
providing test results and any further treatment and information they need.

Psychosocial Support
Psychosocial support for women and girls who escaped ISIS is a crucial service that is largely lacking in Iraqi
Kurdistan. All the women and girls interviewed showed signs of trauma. Jalila, the 12-year-old raped by four
ISIS fighters, said she “can’t sleep at night because I remember how they were raping me. I want to do
something to forget about my psychological problems. I want to leave Iraq until things get better, I don’t want
to be captured again.” She had not received professional counselling.

Sixteen-year-old Noor told Human Rights Watch that ISIS fighters abducted her on August 3 from Tal Afar and



held her until September, when she escaped. An ISIS fighter raped her multiple times over a period of five
days, she said. In the first two months after her return, she said she remained traumatized and cried most of
the time.

Noor did manage to get psychosocial support. A local activist arranged for her to visit a psychotherapist in the
hospital three or four times and visited her frequently to encourage her to get regular psychosocial counselling.
Noor was undergoing regular psychosocial treatment as well as attending a handicrafts course and leaving the
camp for social activities with activists from local organizations.

However, representatives of international agencies and nongovernmental groups told Human Rights Watch
that there was not only a lack of available psychosocial support, but also reluctance by the community to accept
such help. One activist said that he had to visit girls and their guardians repeatedly to encourage the girls to
participate in psychosocial counselling before they would agree.

Several of those Human Rights Watch interviewed stated that they would like to receive psychosocial therapy.
Narin, the 20-year-old from Sinjar, said:

No one has offered me one-on-one counselling of any kind. I’d be interested in receiving professional counselling to

help me process my experiences if it was available.… I have trouble sleeping at night, and only sleep a few hours at a

time. When I sleep, I often see my parents and siblings in front of my eyes, especially the image of my brothers being

forced to kneel on the road, and my mother’s face.

International and local groups agreed that there are not enough psychosocial therapists available to the women
and girls to meet the need, given the number of escaped women and girls and the prospect of more to come.

Dr. Taib told Human Rights Watch that although he was not aware of any suicides of women or girls who had
escaped, many were suicidal. He said that women and girls who sought treatment with local officials were
assessed by a psychologist at the same time they received medical treatment. The health team designated to
help Yezidi women and girls has two psychologists and two psychosocial therapists but plans to increase the
number of psychosocial therapists to ten. In addition, some groups and international agencies are providing
psychosocial support. A psychosocial therapist at Jian Centre for Human Rights said she and her colleague had
provided support to 20 Yezidi women and girls who had escaped.

In the short term, psychologists and social workers, particularly those who speak the local Yezidi dialect, need
training on counselling methods. This should be in addition to recruiting psychosocial therapists to deal with
the urgent cases. More efforts are also needed to encourage and educate people who might need the services
about how the services can help them.

Pregnancy and Children Born as a Result of Rape
The KRG has no comprehensive plan for addressing pregnancies or children born from rape. Dr. Taib told
Human Rights Watch that the local health committee had agreed that the authorities should protect women
who keep their children, including providing shelter for them and their children as well as prenatal and
maternal health care. In cases where the women do not want to care for their children, personal status courts
will have to make decisions about the welfare of the child.

Where the child’s biological mother and close family relinquish or abandon the child, or are unable to provide
adequate care, the authorities should ensure appropriate alternative care, with or through competent local
authorities and authorized nongovernmental groups. In cases in which the child’s biological mother and close
family do not relinquish the child, authorities should direct efforts first at enabling the child to remain in the
mother’s care, or when appropriate, the care of other close family members unless it is not in the child’s best
interests. If women do choose to raise the children, there should be a plan for providing them with assistance,
including psychosocial and financial support.

Officials should ensure that information about services is available to women and girls and can be accessed
confidentially.

Abortion is illegal in Iraq. Local officials told Human Rights Watch that it is not permitted in the Kurdistan
region even for rape cases unless a doctor considers it a medical necessity, such as a risk to the mother’s life.
The KRG should urgently clarify for healthcare providers the circumstances in which they may legally perform
abortions for women and girls who have escaped from ISIS captivity, including for women and girls at risk of
suicide or “honor”-related violence. The Iraqi government should also urgently consider amending the penal
code to allow safe and legal abortions for women and girls who have experienced sexual violence.
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In addition, KRG officials should encourage religious and community leaders to welcome children born from
rape if the mothers freely choose to raise them in the Yezidi community and to provide the social support the
women need.

Stigma and Reintegration
Baba Sheikh, a Yezidi religious leader, issued a statement on September 6 welcoming escaped women back into
the community and stating that no one should harm them. On February 6, 2015, he reissued the appeal, saying:

These survivors remain pure Yezidis and no one may injure their Yezidi faith because they were subjected to a

matter outside their control.… We therefore call on everyone to cooperate with and support these victims so that

they may again live their normal lives and integrate into society.

These statements appear to have helped protect Yezidi women and girls from harm and have encouraged their
families to seek treatment for them.

Ismail Ali, the KRG director general for combatting violence against women in Dohuk, told Human Rights
Watch that officials were not aware of any Yezidi girl or woman at risk from her family since returning, but
should there be such cases, a shelter is available for them. In addition, authorities should provide programs
that guarantee long-term rehabilitation and housing solutions for all women victims of violence who do not
have the support of their families or who are under threat, and training for officials, local activists, and social
and health workers to identify cases of women who are at risk of violence from their families. The authorities
should also, in coordination with religious and community officials, raise awareness and provide education,
particularly for men and boys, to prevent violence against women.

In addition, investment in skills training and livelihood schemes would help to reintegrate women into daily
life. One organization is providing sewing and arts-and-crafts courses in the camps.

Many women and girls said that they wanted jobs so that they could financially assist their families. They also
said that having nothing to do in the camps and being surrounded by family members who are also
traumatized increased or exacerbated their own trauma.

Arwa, an 18-year-old from Kocho, said, “What I want more than anything is to work, so I can keep my mind off
everything that happened.”

The Association for Crisis Assistance and Development Co-operation (WADI), a German-Iraqi
nongovernmental organization, is seeking funding to build a center where Yezidi women and girls can get skills
training. Women and girls who escaped ISIS told Human Rights Watch that they would use such a facility.
WADI case workers have taken some of these women and girls out of the camps for social activities, which
appeared to help occupy them and provide a semblance of a normal life. 
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Jihadi bride: “I rejoiced when
we had our first sex slave”
MAY 22, 2015 6:20 PM BY ROBERT SPENCER

Richard Brennan, a Senior Political Scientist at RAND,
says: “There is no way to square these things – forcing
people to be slaves and raping them – with the Koran.
It’s not Islamic, so they have to lie about that to make
it fit the narrative.”

The seizure of Infidel girls and their use as sex slaves
is sanctioned in the Qur’an. According to Islamic law,
Muslim men can take “captives of the right hand”

(Qur’an 4:3, 4:24, 33:50). The Qur’an says: “O Prophet! Lo! We have made lawful unto thee thy wives
unto whom thou hast paid their dowries, and those whom thy right hand possesseth of those whom
Allah hath given thee as spoils of war” (33:50). 4:3 and 4:24 extend this privilege to Muslim men in
general. The Qur’an says that a man may have sex with his wives and with these slave girls: “The
believers must (eventually) win through, those who humble themselves in their prayers; who avoid vain
talk; who are active in deeds of charity; who abstain from sex, except with those joined to them in the
marriage bond, or (the captives) whom their right hands possess, for (in their case) they are free from
blame.” (Qur’an 23:1-6)

The rape of captive women is also sanctioned in Islamic tradition:

Why Jihad Watch? About Robert Spencer Rebuttals Islam 101 Books Pamphlets Videos

Testimonials Blogging the Qur’an



Abu Sirma said to Abu Sa’id al Khadri (Allah he pleased with him): 0 Abu Sa’id, did you
hear Allah’s Messenger (may peace be upon him) mentioning al-’azl? He said: Yes, and
added: We went out with Allah’s Messenger (may peace be upon him) on the expedition
to the Bi’l-Mustaliq and took captive some excellent Arab women; and we desired them,
for we were suffering from the absence of our wives, (but at the same time) we also
desired ransom for them. So we decided to have sexual intercourse with them but by
observing ‘azl (Withdrawing the male sexual organ before emission of semen to avoid
conception). But we said: We are doing an act whereas Allah’s Messenger is amongst us;
why not ask him? So we asked Allah’s Messenger (may peace be upon him), and he said:
It does not matter if you do not do it, for every soul that is to be born up to the Day of
Resurrection will be born. (Muslim 3371)

It is also in Islamic law: “When a child or a woman is taken captive, they become slaves by the fact of
capture, and the woman’s previous marriage is immediately annulled.” (Umdat al-Salik O9.13)

The Egyptian Sheikh Abu-Ishaq al-Huwayni declared in May 2011 that “we are in the era of jihad,”
and that meant Muslims would take slaves. In a subsequent interview he elaborated:

Jihad is only between Muslims and infidels. Spoils, slaves, and prisoners are only to be
taken in war between Muslims and infidels. Muslims in the past conquered, invaded, and
took over countries. This is agreed to by all scholars—there is no disagreement on this
from any of them, from the smallest to the largest, on the issue of taking spoils and
prisoners. The prisoners and spoils are distributed among the fighters, which includes
men, women, children, wealth, and so on.

When a slave market is erected, which is a market in which are sold slaves and sex-
slaves, which are called in the Qur’an by the name milk al-yamin, “that which your right
hands possess” [Koran 4:24]. This is a verse from the Qur’an which is still in force, and
has not been abrogated. The milk al-yamin are the sex-slaves. You go to the market, look
at the sex-slave, and buy her. She becomes like your wife, (but) she doesn’t need a
(marriage) contract or a divorce like a free woman, nor does she need a wali. All scholars
agree on this point—there is no disagreement from any of them. […] When I want a sex
slave, I just go to the market and choose the woman I like and purchase her.

Around the same time, on May 25, 2011, a female Kuwaiti politician, Salwa al-Mutairi, also spoke out
in favor of the Islamic practice of sexual slavery of non-Muslim women, emphasizing that the practice

“
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accorded with Islamic law and the parameters of Islamic morality.

A merchant told me that he would like to have a sex slave. He said he would not be
negligent with her, and that Islam permitted this sort of thing. He was speaking the truth. I
brought up [this man’s] situation to the muftis in Mecca. I told them that I had a question,
since they were men who specialized in what was halal, and what was good, and who
loved women. I said, “What is the law of sex slaves?”

The mufti said, “With the law of sex slaves, there must be a Muslim nation at war with a
Christian nation, or a nation which is not of the religion, not of the religion of Islam. And
there must be prisoners of war.”

“Is this forbidden by Islam?” I asked.

“Absolutely not. Sex slaves are not forbidden by Islam. On the contrary, sex slaves are
under a different law than the free woman. The free woman must be completely covered
except for her face and hands. But the sex slave can be naked from the waist up. She
differs a lot from the free woman. While the free woman requires a marriage contract, the
sex slave does not—she only needs to be purchased by her husband, and that’s it.
Therefore the sex slave is different than the free woman.”

The savage exploitation of girls and young women is, unfortunately, a cross-cultural phenomenon, but
only in Islamic law does it carry divine sanction.

“‘I rejoiced when we had our first sex slave, forced sex ISN’T rape and they should be thankful':
Chilling rant of twisted ISIS jihadi bride who justifies kidnapping and abusing Yazidi girls,” by Jay
Akbar, Mailonline, May 22, 2015:

ISIS has released a chilling document in which it justifies the kidnapping and rape of slave
girls – and brands Michelle Obama a prostitute whose ‘price won’t even exceed a third of
a dinar’.

These shocking admissions are made by a jihadi bride in the ninth edition of its
propaganda magazine Dabiq, in a feature entitled: ‘Slave girls or prostitutes.’

For years Islamic State has been enslaving and sexually abusing the women it captures –
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particularly from Iraq’s minority Yazidi community – and sending the ‘prettiest virgins’ to
depraved auctions, a United Nations envoy claimed this week.

ISIS has not only confirmed this to be true, but the terror group justifies the cruel sex
crimes as Sunnah, which roughly translates as ‘a way of life’.

A counter-terrorism expert told MailOnline that this was another example of how ISIS is
twisting the holy text to recruit young male fighters – who often can’t get wives in their
own countries – by telling them their spoils of war will be women.

The hate-filled rant is penned by a suspected jihadi bride named Umm Sumayyah Al-
Muhajirah, who called for her ‘sisters’ to emigrate to Syria and become wives to Islamic
State extremists in the previous edition of Dabiq.

During her latest despicable five-page article, she even describes the First Lady of the
United States as a prostitute.

Saying: ‘Who knows, maybe Michelle Obama’s price won’t even exceed a third of a dinar,
and a third of a dinar is too much for her!’

And she openly admits that ISIS has plundered villages and kidnapped women, saying:
‘As for the slave-girl that was taken by the swords of men following the cheerful warrior
then her enslavement is in opposition to human rights and copulation with her is rape?!

‘What is wrong with you? How do you make such a judgment? What is your religion?
What is your law? Rather, tell me who is your lord?’

‘Allah has opened the lands for His awliya [supporter], so they entered and dispersed
within the lands, killing the fighters of the kuffar [non-believer], capturing their women, and
enslaving their children.’

She angrily adds: ‘I write this while the letters drip of pride… We have indeed raided and
captured the kafirah women, and drove them like sheep by the edge of the sword.’

Sumayyah Al-Muhajirah expresses deep disappointment to Islamic State fanatics who
refuted the mass kidnappings of Yazidi girls, saying: ‘So the supporters started denying
the matter as if the soldiers of the Khilafah [Caliphate] had committed a mistake or evil.’

The maniacal jihadi bride claims in Dabiq that slave girls were ‘turned into hard-working,



diligent seekers of knowledge after she found in Islam what she couldn’t in Kuffar [non-
believer], despite the slogans of “freedom” and “equality”.

‘Indeed it is our pure Islam, which upraises every lowly-one and puts an end to every
deficiency. I and those with me at home prostrated to Allah in gratitude on the day the first
slave-girl entered our home.’

ISIS has carried out ‘systematic sexual crimes’ against Yazidi women and girls, having
captured hundreds of them from northern Iraq over the last two years, Human Rights
Watch has said.

In early April, more than 200 Yazidi women, children and elderly were released near Kirkuk
after being taken hostage by Islamic State extremists last June.

Aid workers reported that among them was a pregnant nine-year-old girl who suffered
horrific sexual abuse at the hands of ISIS militants in northern Iraq – and claimed to have
been ‘sexually abused by no fewer than ten men’.

Al-Muhajirah shockingly claims these women who ‘claimed to have run away from Islamic
State, made up lies, and wrote false stories’.

Adding: ‘Whoever has read history and studied the Sirah [biographies of the Prophet
Muhammad] knows that throughout the times there were devious and wicked slave-girls
with stories that would turn a newborn’s hair grey.

‘We’re kind to them and we don’t force them to convert. Yes, this is our – as they allege –
‘savage’ Islam, ordering us with kindness even towards slaves.

I swear by Allah, I haven’t heard of nor seen anyone in the Islamic State who coerced his
slave-girl to accept Islam… On the contrary, I saw all of those who accepted Islam had
done so voluntarily, not against their will.

By attributing the article to a woman, Islamic State is trying to reach out to women as well
as young men, a Senior Political Scientist at counter-terrorism think-tank RAND told
MailOnline.

Richard Brennan added: ‘Because you’ve got a female writing that, one of the things they
are desperately trying to do is to get foreign women to be wives of the foreign fighters.



‘But what happens when people get there is massive disillusionment because the external

propaganda they’re using to recruit is not the reality on the ground – and many try to

escape.

‘They have done an extremely good job of tainting what it is to be a Muslim. They’ve taken

very specific verses of the Koran and used it to create their own narrative of what Islam

should be.

Brennan says Al-Muharijah’s twisted claims that they take care of slaves and do not force

them to convert are lies.

Adding: ‘The reason we know they are lies is because there is no way to square these

things – forcing people to be slaves and raping them – with the Koran. It’s not Islamic, so

they have to lie about that to make it fit the narrative.’

ISIS is sending the ‘prettiest virgins’ they capture to slave markets in the Syrian city of

Raqqa, United Nation’s Special Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict claimed this

week.

Zainab Bangura claims that after ISIS attack their villages, they strip the girls naked,

conduct virginity tests, evaluate their bodies and send them to slave auctions where they

are sold as sex objects to the highest bidder.

She discovered the gruesome extent of Islamic State’s sexual crimes against young

women – particularly from Iraq’s Yazidi minority community – after collecting information

from Syria, Iraq, Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan.

FILED UNDER: FEATURED, ISLAMIC STATE (AKA ISIS, ISIL, DAESH), SLAVERY
TAGGED WITH: UMM SUMAYYAH AL-MUHAJIRAH
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UN OFFICIAL: ISIS FORCES GIRLS TO UNDERGO
VIRGINITY SURGERIES, MARRY THEM OFF 20
TIMES

by MARY CHASTAIN 8 May 2015

Zainab Bangura, the United Nations Special representative of the
Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, recently
interviewed numerous females whom the Islamic State
(ISIS/ISIL) kidnapped and forced to be sex slaves.

She found what others have previously discovered: rape, slavery, slave markets, and
women undergoing surgery to restore their virginity.

“Women and girls are at risk and under assault at every point of their lives,” she
explained, adding that the threats lurk behind them “every step of the way… in the midst
of active conflict, in areas under control of armed actors, at check-points and border
crossings, and in detention facilities.”

She also told journalists about the sex markets the militants throw to sell women to
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different men.

“Girls are literally being stripped naked and examined in slave bazaars,” she claimed and
said they were “categorized and shipped naked off to Dohuk or Mosul or other locations to
be distributed among ISIL leadership and fighters.”

In November, a video on YouTube showed ISIS militants laughing and joking while
purchasing Yazidi slaves. The men acted like they were bidding on an object, not a human
being. One man explained to the camera eye color makes a difference on the price and the
female must have all her teeth.

One woman phoned a Kurdish Peshmerga fighter to beg them and the West to designate
as their next target the brothel where she being held. She said the terrorists “raped her 30
times in just a few hours.” She wants the brothel bombed to kill the jihadists and end the
women’s misery as sex slaves.

Bangura said the militants promised young girls to ISIS leaders. They also force the girls
into prostitution, which is one way the group raises funds. One woman was married off 20
times, but each time the militants forced her to undergo surgery to repair her virginity.

Turkish news outlet Hurriyet Daily News interviewed Yazidi women and girls in Iraq
about the horrific treatment they received from ISIS. Many are “ashamed and afraid” since
they come from “a deeply traditional culture.” From The Sunday Times:

The magnitude of the crisis is such that Baba Sheikh, a prominent Yazidi religious
leader, issued an unprecedented statement to the community. It declared the women
were victims who had suffered through no fault of their own and should be
supported, not ostracised.

Young women worry they will be stigmatised and become “unmarriageable” in a
culture in which sexual intercourse before marriage is frowned upon.

Although abortion is illegal in Kurdistan, even for cases of rape, some doctors have
secretly been performing terminations for those who have come back pregnant. Some
returning Yazidi girls are also secretly seeking surgery to reverse the loss of virginity.

“ISIL have institutionalized sexual violence and the brutalization of women as a central
aspect of their ideology and operations, using it as a tactic of terrorism to advance their
key strategic objectives,” continued Bangura.

Sarah, a 14-year-old girl The Sunday Times interviewed, is still traumatized. Two men
offered their hands in marriage, but she refused.

“I refused both of them; I don’t want to fall in love,” she cried. “I don’t think I can. I don’t
want to be married or have children — I am damaged goods.”

Read More Stories About:
National Security, Syria, Iraq, ISIS, Islam, Jihad, Islamic State, terrorism, ISIL, radical
islam, Muslim, IS, United Nations, Yazidi, Sex Slavery

Carter: Americans Feel Superior on Race
Bristol Palin Blasts Media Over Duggars
DeLay: Civil Disobedience Against Gay
Marriage
Two Simple Tricks to Remove Wrinkles
Instantly
Tip: How to Retire Comfortably on $2,000
Tiny Trick May Stop Erectile Dysfunction
Americans Urged to Search Their Names Before
Site Gets Taken Down
How Older Men Are Building Muscle FastMOST POPULAR

It Is Time to Dump the Duggars
1659 comments · 5 hours ago

Exclusive–Sessions to Obama: Why
Are You Keeping Obamatrade’s New
Global Governance Secret?
671 comments · 2 hours ago

Media: Never Mind Hillary’s Scandals,
Let’s Talk About Marco Rubio’s Wife’s
Driving Habits
1024 comments · 5 hours ago

Geller on Being Targeted by ISIS for
Assassination: ‘It Won’t Stop with Me’
1159 comments · 9 hours ago

Two Members of Boehner’s Leadership
Team Openly Refuse to Admit if
They’ve Read Obamatrade
3222 comments · 23 hours ago

Sarah Palin Eviscerates Media for
Celebrating, Rewarding ‘Pedophile’
Lena Dunham while Crucifying
Duggars
2755 comments · 21 hours ago

Jobs Data: 92,986,000 People Not In
the Workforce
819 comments · 8 hours ago

BREAKING: UKIP Banned from
London’s Gay Pride Parade
190 comments · 2 hours ago

Black Unemployment Nearly Double
National Rate, Twice As High As White
Unemployment
514 comments · 7 hours ago

Politico: Democrats Fret over Recent
Hillary Clinton Polling
498 comments · 7 hours ago

Fox News National
Jury convicts female LA officer of assault for
kicking a handcuffed woman who later died
5 Jun 2015, 2:10 PM PDT

Campus buzz: College hires company to non-
lethally remove thousands of invading
honeybees



YAZIDI VICTIMS OF MASS RAPE THREATENED
WITH DEATH UPON RELEASE FROM ISIS
CAPTIVITY

by DR. PHYLLIS CHESLER 28 May 2015 NYC

According to Kurdish media network Rudaw, seventeen-year-old “Suzan,” a Kurdish
Yezidi girl was kidnapped, gang-raped, enslaved, and impregnated by ISIS warriors.
Incredibly, she managed to escape and has told her story to Delal Sindy, a Swedish-
Kurdish activist living in a Kurdish region.

“Suzan’s” story is surreal but alarmingly typical. She and other female sex slaves were
lined up naked every morning, “smelled,” and then chosen either by ISIS militant Al-
Russiyah, or by his bodyguards. They were beaten and gang-raped daily. When “Suzan”
was sold to Al-Russiyah, she was held in a hotel in Mosul in a building full of half-naked
girls and women.

The virgins were highly prized; as such, they were examined to make sure that their
hymens were intact and then taken to a room filled with 30-40 men who chose among
them.

Based on “Suzan’s” and other reports, sexually repressed Jihadic misogynists are treating
innocent, virgin children as if they are sophisticated prostituted women, the kind of
women that jihadists watch, addictively, in pornography. Among the recently released 216
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Yazidi women, there was a nine-year-old Yazidi girl who was pregnant; she had been raped
by at least ten Islamic jihadists.

ISIS fighters are also torturing the girls as if sadistic torture is synonymous with sexual
expression. They are killing the girls, even burning them alive, when they resist or cannot
perform.

“Suzan” reports that she was forced to “say things from the Quran” during the rapes. If she
refused, they whipped her or burned her thighs with boiling water. ISIS fighters cut off the
legs of one girl who tried to escape.

“Suzan’s” father is dead and she cannot find her mother, but her uncle has threatened to
honor/“horror” kill her “if he finds out that she has been sexually abused or her honor
‘tainted.”’

Tragically, this is typical. If a rape victim has been brought up in a tribal shame-and-honor
culture, one in which rape victims see themselves—and are seen—as “sexually
inappropriate,” they are routinely honor/“horror” killed by their own families.

The raped Kurdish and Yazidi women and their Sunni Arab babies will never be accepted—
not even though the “highest Yazidi cleric [has urged] families to accept and welcome the
women who had fled ISIS.”

Rape is no longer merely a spoil of war. It has become a major weapon of war. Think
Bosnia, Rwanda, Sudan, and Nigeria. The repeated public gang-rapes of female children
and women is meant to drive these victims out of their minds—which it often does. They
become depressed, insomniac, and suicidal. “Suzan” is haunted by flashbacks and wishes
she was dead. “I want to kill myself,” she says.

According to United Nations’ Special Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict,
Zainab Bangura, although women are required to cover their heads under sharia law, ISIS
fighters “have reportedly banned the captive girls from using headscarves after some of
them used the scarves to hang themselves.”

This barbaric behavior during war is not new.

According to Algerian-American attorney Karima Bennoune, from 1992 on, Algerian
fundamentalist Muslim men committed a series of “terrorist atrocities” against Algerian
women. Bennoune describes the “kidnapping and repeated raping of young girls as sex
slaves for armed fundamentalists. The girls were also forced to cook and clean for God’s
warriors… one 17-year-old girl was repeatedly raped until pregnant. She was kidnapped off
the street and held with other young girls, one of whom was shot in the head and killed
when she tried to escape.”

Rape is “gender cleansing.” The intended effect of rape is always the same: to utterly break
the spirit of the rape victim, to drive her out of her body and out of her mind so as to
render her incapable of resistance.

According to Bennoune: “Terrorist attacks on women (in Algeria had ) the desired effect:
widespread psychosis among the women; internal exile—living in hiding, both physically
and psychologically, in their own country.” In Bennoune’s view, “the collective psychosis”
was due to the “escalation of violence” by the “soldiers of the Islamic state.” According to
Michael Curtis, M.D., an American volunteer-physician for Doctors Without Borders, “In
Bosnia’s Tuzla camp, the leading cause of death [was] suicide, probably the only refugee
camp in the world where that is the case.”

But some Muslim families refuse to demonize or kill the rape victim. In 2007, in Pakistan,

Carter: Americans Feel Superior on Race
Bristol Palin Blasts Media Over Duggars
DeLay: Civil Disobedience Against Gay
Marriage
Tiny Trick May Stop Erectile Dysfunction
Tip: How to Retire Comfortably on $2,000
Americans Urged to Search Their Names Before
Site Gets Taken Down
How Older Men Are Building Muscle Fast
73 Year Old Grandma Looks 50 With This Skin
Trick

advertisement

MOST POPULAR

It Is Time to Dump the Duggars
1916 comments · 6 hours ago

Exclusive–Sessions to Obama: Why
Are You Keeping Obamatrade’s New
Global Governance Secret?
994 comments · 3 hours ago

Media: Never Mind Hillary’s Scandals,
Let’s Talk About Marco Rubio’s Wife’s
Driving Habits
1095 comments · 6 hours ago

Geller on Being Targeted by ISIS for
Assassination: ‘It Won’t Stop with Me’
1190 comments · 10 hours ago

Two Members of Boehner’s Leadership
Team Openly Refuse to Admit if
They’ve Read Obamatrade
3239 comments · 24 hours ago

Sarah Palin Eviscerates Media for
Celebrating, Rewarding ‘Pedophile’
Lena Dunham while Crucifying
Duggars
2770 comments · 22 hours ago

Jobs Data: 92,986,000 People Not In
the Workforce
842 comments · 9 hours ago

BREAKING: UKIP Banned from
London’s Gay Pride Parade
238 comments · 3 hours ago

Black Unemployment Nearly Double
National Rate, Twice As High As White
Unemployment
532 comments · 8 hours ago

Politico: Democrats Fret over Recent
Hillary Clinton Polling
506 comments · 8 hours ago

Fox News National
Giant hack could be foreign spies' first step
in pursuit of bigger US secrets, officials warn
5 Jun 2015, 3:04 PM PDT



thirteen-year old Kainat Soomro was chloroformed, drugged, kidnapped, and then gang-
raped for three or four days by four men who threatened to kill or sell her. Kainat escaped,
in her bare feet and without her headscarf.

Amazingly, her loving family refused to kill her. On the contrary: Kainat’s mother wept
and kissed her. Her father and older brother proudly supported Kainat’s search for justice.

This family deserves a prize for having the courage and the sanity to stand up to tribal
misogyny.

A grassroots feminist group, War Against Rape, found Kainat a pro bono lawyer. Bravely,
Kainat agreed to endure a 5- to 10-year legal process, one in which she will be grilled in
humiliating ways by sophisticated and politically powerful lawyers.

Kainat’s lawyer managed to have the four men jailed and held in jail without bail for three
years. This, too, is amazing. Ultimately, the accused rapists prevailed. Dozens of villagers
descended on the courthouse yelling that “Kainat is a whore.” Their winning defense was
ingenious: They claimed that Kainat married one of them; the rapist produced Kainat’s
thumbprint on a marriage document and a photo of the two of them, smiling. Kainat
insisted that she was drugged and does not remember this. Her presumed bridegroom
demanded that she return to him.

Kainat was only 13 and did not have the right to consent to a marriage under secular law.
However, under Sharia law, if she has reached puberty, she can do so. Sharia law prevails
in the matter and the accused were all freed.

For a poor girl and her family to have four powerful men jailed for three years is
extraordinary. The price: The rapists allegedly killed her supportive brother. And despite
national headlines, the police closed the murder investigation. Kainat quietly says that her
“life is a living hell.”

As of 2013, Kainat and her family still lived under police protection.

Read More Stories About:
National Security, ISIS, Jihad, Middle East, Islamic State, radical islam, Muslims, Yazidis
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Rachel Browne
Apr i l  15,  2015

Islamic State and the changing rights of Yazidi women
Rachel Browne on the future faced by Yazidi women recently released from Islamic State captivity

After a violent takeover of Yazidi villages in northern Iraq in October 2014, Islamic State proudly declared in its

online magazine Dabiq that its fighters had captured and enslaved Yazidis as “spoils of war.”

“This large-scale enslavement . . . is probably the first since the abandonment of this Shariah law,” the article says.

Islamic State has continued torturing, killing and enslaving tens of thousands of people from minority groups in

Iraq, especially Yazidi women and girls. Yazidis—ethnically Kurdish and one of the oldest religious minorities in

the region, with an estimated population of 700,000—adhere to a complex belief system that combines aspects

of Zoroastrianism, Islam and Christianity. But members of Islamic State see them as nothing more than

worthless devil worshippers.

Samer Muscati/Human Rights Watch



Over the past couple of months, Islamic State has been releasing its captives en masse. Last Wednesday, the

group released more than 200 Yazidis who were abducted near Sinjar in northern Iraq in August. This follows

another 200 Yazidi captives released in January. Common themes among the Yazidi girls and women enslaved by

Islamic State fighters who have spoken out about their experiences include horrific accounts of rape and abuse.

Islamic State has no doubt crippled the Yazidi community. In March, the United Nations office for human rights

released a report saying Islamic States’s actions against them may amount to genocide. At the same time, many

activists with local NGOs and health-care service providers see a faint glimmer of hope coming from the Yazidi

community about the future of these women.

In September of last year, and again in February, Baba Sheikh, a Yazidi religious leader, released a statement to

his community in response to the kidnappings and acts of sexual violence being committed against Yazidi

women and girls.

“These survivors remain pure Yezidis,” the statement reads. “And no one may injure their Yezidi faith, because

they were subjected to a matter outside their control . . . We therefore call on everyone to co-operate with and

support these victims, so that they may again live their normal lives and integrate into society.”

His unprecedented call for Yazidis to accept and care for victims of sexual assault was a welcome surprise to

women’s rights activists in Iraq. The Yazidi community has long been criticized for practising honour killings and

harshly punishing women who disobey the strict codes of sexual conduct or who marry outside their faith.

When Yazidi women were sexually assaulted in the past, before Islamic State came to power, they would typically

be ostracized or even put to death by their families, said Yanar Mohammed, president of the Organization for

Women’s Freedom in Iraq, in an interview in Toronto. Her group is working to eradicate the honour-killing

provision in the Iraqi penal code, and has set up shelters and provides services to Yazidi women who have

escaped Islamic State captivity.

It’s one of the first times a religious group in the region has taken such a stance on sexual assault, according to

Mohammed. “It’s setting a very good precedent for the rest of the communities in Iraq and beyond,” she says.

During her work with Yazidi women in refugee camps in Dohuk, Kurdistan, over the past few weeks,

Mohammed says she has seen numerous examples of Yazidi families adopting girls who escaped Islamic State.



By the time one young Yazidi girl arrived at the camp after she was held prisoner and raped by Islamic State

fighters, she was pregnant. “When she came to Dohuk, she was adopted by a Yazidi family who didn’t know her

before. They got a doctor to come and abort the baby,” she says. For Mohammed, this is another example of how

Yazidis are adapting to atrocities committed by Islamic State. “In our current era, it’s not easy, or necessarily legal,

to get an abortion,” but Iraqis and Yazidis are having these conversations now, because they have to, she says.

She predicts that more women captured by Islamic State will return pregnant. “This will be a big issue soon,” she

says.

“What we’d like to see now is that state adopting an official position that would encourage even more families to

take these girls, to treat them as prisoners of war who were subjected to torture, and to provide some sort of

compensation,” says Mohammed.

For Samer Muscati, a Toronto-based researcher for the women’s rights division of Human Rights Watch (and a

former adviser to the Iraqi government in Baghdad), it’s statements such as Baba Sheikh’s that will encourage

more of these women to speak out about their experiences and to seek help to overcome the trauma. “This has

been a dramatic and welcome development that normally we haven’t seen in a place like Iraq,” he said. “When

you have such a large number of people affected by something like this, the society has to change, because you

can’t isolate or ostracize a huge portion of your people.”

On Wednesday, Human Rights Watch released a report about Yazidi survivors of rape and the social services they

require to recover. It includes research Muscati conducted in Dohuk this January and February. Muscati and

other researchers interviewed Kurdish officials, medical workers and 20 women who escaped Islamic State

captivity, 10 of whom had been raped by Islamic State fighters. An estimated 3,000 people, mostly Yazidis, remain

in Islamic State captivity, according to a recent UN report.

A doctor working with women and girl survivors of Islamic State captivity told Human Rights Watch researchers

that, of the 105 women and girls she examined there, 70 appeared to have been raped. The report describes a 12-

year-old girl named Jalila, who says she was raped by four Islamic State fighters on multiple occasions.

“Sometimes I was sold. Sometimes I was given as a gift. The last man was the most abusive; he used to tie my

hands and legs,” she says in the report.



The report recommends that the Iraqi government urgently reconsider its stance on abortion, which is illegal in

the Kurdistan region, even for cases of rape, except when the mother’s life is in danger. “In addition, [the

Kurdistan regional government] should encourage religious and community leaders to welcome children born

from rape, if the mothers freely choose to raise them in the Yezidi community,” the report says.

Mohammed says she and her group are working on bringing the topic of abortion as a basic right for women out

into the open. “There are doctors already doing this without fees. And many Yazidi families are taking it upon

themselves to bring doctors in for these services.” As for whether the government will acknowledge abortion any

time soon, Mohammed says it’s unlikely, but she remains hopeful.

“These massacres have shown us there is more reason for a women’s movement in Iraq now, because we see

thousands of our sisters being enslaved and the unexpected consequences.”
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Isis Fighters Force Yazidi Girl to
Recite Verses from Koran as they
Rape her

A 17-year old girl, who was held as a sex slave
by a Chechen Isis fighter, has revealed the daily
horror of being abused by the Sunni militants,
including having to recite verses from the Koran
while being raped. 

In an exclusive interview with Daily Mail, the
three-month pregnant Yazidi girl revealed that
after being kidnapped from Sinjar, she and her
10-year-old sister were brought to Mosul as sex
slaves by a Chechen Isis commander.

The Yazidi girl narrated a story of horror, in which her "owner" who went by the name of Al-
Russiyah would strip the girls and smell them to decide which one to have sex with that
morning. 

Any resistance shown by the girls was met with severe punishment. The girl reveals that on
one occasion, the Isis men poured boiling water on her thighs for refusing an Isis fighter.

She revealed that on another occasion, she was forced to recite verses from Koran, while the
Isis fighters raped her. "They forced me to say things from the Koran during the time they did
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“They forced me to say things
from the Koran during the time
they did their actions, and if I
didn't they whipped me”

-

their actions, and if I didn't they whipped me," she said.

"It was like choosing between death and death... It was terrible," she added. After months of
torture, the girls finally managed to escape in April after Al-Russiyah was killed along with his
bodyguards during a fight with the Peshmerga forces near Sinjar.

Earlier this month, Zainab Bangura, UN special envoy
on sexual violence in conflict, had revealed that Isis
had forced a Yazidi woman to "repair" her hymen 20
times to restore her virginity before marrying her off to
a fighter.

"Isis have institutionalised sexual violence and the brutalisation of women as a central aspect
of their ideology and operations, using it as a tactic of terrorism to advance their key strategic
objectives," Bangura had revealed.

The Islamic State militants, on the other hand, recently justified its brutalities on the sex
slaves, claiming that raping a Yazidi sex slave is a righteous act, acceptable as per Koran.

In the article, an Isis jihadi bride even went on to claim that it is better for a Muslim man to
rape a Yazidi slave than go to a prostitute.
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ISIS rapists pour boiling 
water on teenage victim's 
leg for refusing sex 
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Zee Media Bureau 
New Delhi/London: After countless massacres of civilians 
and beheading of hostages by the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS), now it seems that there is no end to the 
atrocities, being carried out by this terrorist outfit, against 
women. 
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For months now, what could be more horrific for a 17-year-
old teenager sex slave victim, who had to everyday choose 
between “death and death”. 
According to a Daily Mail report, the teenage Yazidi victim, 
who was in the captivity of the Islamic State militants group 
disclosed that she and her little sister were raped daily by 
the dreaded terrorists after they were sold into slavery at an 
auction of virgins. 



While the teenager described the horrific abuse she suffered 
as a sex slave, many other shocking revelations came out. 
The teenager disclosed that she was not only gang-raped 
and whipped but was also scalded on the thigh with boiling 
hot water if she didn't keep with her ISIS rapist's depraved 
sexual demands. 
The Yazidi teenager is now pregnant with the vile extremist's 
baby and is now planning to abort it, the report said. 
As per the report, while she recalled her nine-month ordeal, 
the Yazidi teenager said: “It was like choosing between 
death and death... It was terrible.” 
The victim girl also recalled how she was forced to recite 
passages from the Koran while her 'owner', calling himself 
Al-Russiyah, and his 'bodyguards' molested her. 
According to the report, the girl whose name has not been 
revealed, was kidnapped by the ISIS on August 2014, during 
an offensive against Sinjar. 
While recalling the horrific tortures, the Yazidi teenager said 
that she was handcuffed and held in a hotel by gun-toting 
ISIS fighters, with a number of other scantily dressed women 
and young girls in Mosul, Iraq. 
She was then moved to Islamic State's adopted capital of 
Raqqa, Syria, where she and dozens of other women and 
girls were underwent an intrusive examination to confirm that 
they were virgins, the report added. 
"The virgins were taken to a room with 40 men. They lined 
us up and pointed who they wanted," she recalled. 
The victim also revealed that each morning, Al-Russiyah 
would strip the girls naked, then smell them and decide who 
he wanted to have sex with that day. After the master makes 
his choice, his bodyguards would select one of the remaining 
girls for themselves. 
The report says that the bodyguards were so rough that the 
teenager felt relief at being picked by her captor, who would 
'beat her less than the other men'. 



The girl further said, “It was hopeless to resist. Once I tried 
but one of Al-Russiyah's men poured boiling water on my 
leg.” 
“They forced me to say things from the Koran during the time 
they did their actions, and if I didn't they whipped me. I didn't 
feel anything. I just felt numb. I wanted it to be over. I wanted 
to kill myself. We were forced to cook, clean and do anything 
that they told us. We had to obey their orders. Sometimes 
we had to dance and sing for them,” she added. 
The report in the daily said that in April, Al-Russiyah was 
killed, together with his bodyguards, by Peshmerga forces 
near Sinjar, northern Iraq - and the girls were finally able to 
flee. 
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Yazidi society changes to
try and rescue a
generation of traumatized
women
May 18, 2015 · 5:00 PM EDT

By Susannah George

Yazidi women released from ISIS captivity meet with Lalish's top spiritual
leader, Baba Chawish, before being baptized back into the faith. They didn't
want to show their faces.

Credit: Susannah George

Once no more than an isolated collection of
shrines, the Yazidi holy place of Lalish has
grown into a small but busy town. 
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Lalish absorbed hundreds of refugees a!er ISIS fighters captured Mosul a year ago
and advanced across northern Iraq. And now, hundreds of women and girls
once imprisoned by ISIS are also visiting this site to be baptized back into their faith — a
faith with roots stretch back to the religions of ancient Mesopotamia.

The Yazidi faith is insular: The religion accepts no converts and, before ISIS arrived in
Iraq's Yazidi heartland in August 2014, anyone who converted to another religion — even
under duress — was cast out of the community.

But ISIS fighters kidnapped thousands of women and girls during their takeover of much
of northern Iraq. Humanitarian organizations describe “systematic” rape and abuse of
women and girls in ISIS captivity. Those who escaped or have been released say they
were o!en forced to convert to Islam before being “married” to an ISIS fighter.

So the Yazidi community is changing things with a new tradition: adult baptism. It's an
attempt to reintegrate the woman back into the community in the face of an
unprecedented disaster.

“All these women have gone through a lot,” says Baba Chawish, a spiritual leader in Lalish
who says he meets with almost every woman and girl who comes here. "They are
psychologically broken, they are coming here to worship and ask forgiveness from God
and be baptized again.”



Baba Chawish, a Yezidi spiritual leader at Lalish temple, explains that before the Islamic State crisis, women
who had been raped or forced to convert were traditionally cast out of Yezidi society. But now they can still
be purified and baptized.

Credit: Susannah George

A group of young women who have come to visit the holy site first sit for tea in Baba
Chawish’s small office beside the main Lalish temple. Two were held by ISIS and recently
escaped; each brought along friends for support. Out of respect for their privacy, the
women asked not to be identified by their names or home villages.

“This is like a paradise,” one of the women says when Baba Chawish asks her about her
fist impressions.

The former captives shy away from questions, but a chatty friend explains why they’re
here. “They are here to become Yazidis again,” she says with a smile. 

Baba Chawish says religious leaders were essentially forced to change doctrine.
In pragmatic terms, he explains, Iraqi’s Yazidis are already an extreme minority in the
country. Losing thousands of Yazidi women and their children would be unsustainable. 



“These people had no option, they were forced to convert,” he says, referring to the young
women seated before him. "Now we’ve said that the door is open for everyone who has
been raped, they can still be purified and baptized in this place as if nothing happened to
them."

The baptism itself is quick. In almost assembly-line fashion, Baba Chawish’s aunt,
Hanan, blesses the girls one a!er another in a small, dark room built around a freshwater
spring. 

Then the women are whisked away to another temple, and the mood relaxes. The women
giggle and pose for pictures in front of the main temple’s gates. Swallows swoop in and
out of doorways overhead. The girls smile between striking serious poses for each
others' cell phones. 

But despite the new rituals, being held by Islamic militants still carries a powerful taboo.
The women in Lalish asked not to be interviewed or photographed, but a pair of women
at a camp for Iraqi refugees just a half-hour drive from Lalish agreed to speak, but only in
private. They asked for all men to leave the room and requested their names be changed
and tape recorders turned off.

“Absolutely, I felt changed when I went through the baptism,” says one woman, who
asked to be called Nour. “But I’m still always sad. [Captivity] has changed so much in my
life. Even my personality, I feel like it’s changed.” 

She says her family is still being held by ISIS; until they are released, she says, she can’t
imagine continuing with daily life. 

Some Yazidi community leaders echo Nour’s concerns for the future. They say what these
women really need is intensive counseling, otherwise Iraq’s Yazidis will be le! with a
generation of traumatized women and girls. 

But outside the Lalish temple, Baba Chawish dismisses those concerns.  

“These women come to here to be baptized and purified in terms of religion, but also to
be purified for the society,” Chawish says, “We are showing to the whole world that these
people had no choice and have been baptized, so no one should look at them differently.”



REPORT: ISIS FORCING CAPTIVE YAZIDI
CHILDREN TO TRAIN AS CHILD JIHADIS

by MARY CHASTAIN 12 May 2015

Sheikh Shamo, a Kurdish Yazidi member of Iraqi Parliament,
reported this week to Kurdish outlet Rudaw that the Islamic State
(ISIS/ISIL/IS) has forced many abducted Yazidi children to be
soldiers for the terrorist group.

“ISIS has established military training camps for the Yezidi children held by the group in
the Syrian city of Raqqa and Tal Afar in Mosul [province],” he said. “Over the past months,
many Yezidi women, children and elders managed to escapes [sic] in various ways and
have arrived in the Kurdistan region, but we still beleive [sic] more than 3,000 Yezidis
remain in the hands of ISIS.”

ISIS is known to use children as soldiers. In February, the United Nations Committee on
the Rights of the Child reported the militants force “mentally handicapped kids into
service as suicide bombers.” A video from November displayed militants training child
soldiers at a camp in Iraq.
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The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights claims ISIS also recruited 400 children in 2015
alone. The group targets schools and mosques in areas it controls in Iraq and Syria.

“They use children because it is easy to brainwash them,” explained Rami Abdulrahman,
the man in charge of the rights group. “They can build these children into what they want,
they stop them from going to school and send them to IS schools instead.”

ISIS calls the children “Cubs of the Caliphate.” A video from February advertised a new
training camp for young boys. The people in charge teach the children about radical Islam
and warfare. Another training camp taught the children as young as eight-years-old how to
properly behead and torture people.

A video in August actually featured Omar al-Shishani, a Chechen leader within ISIS. He
appeared openly, without anything covering his face. The children proudly performed for
him the chants, songs, and military formations they learned. They also showed him they
knew how to balance a gun and aim properly.

Read More Stories About:
National Security, Syria, Iraq, ISIS, Islam, Jihad, Islamic State, terrorism, ISIL, radical
islam, Muslim, IS, Kurdistan, Yazidi, Yezidi
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Yazidi leader 'arrested by Kurdish authorities'

Row over links to Iran-backed militia sign of broader splits in Iraq following Haider Shasho's arrest on Sunday night

Displaced people from the minority Yazidi sect, fleeing the violence in the Iraqi town of Sinjar Photo: REUTERS

By Jonathan Krohn in Erbil and Richard Spencer

7:11PM BST 06 Apr 2015

One of the leading commanders of the Yazidis, the religious sect attacked and over-run by Islamic State fighters last summer, has
been arrested by Kurdish authorities in what could prove a damaging rift in anti-jihadist forces.

It was the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (Isil) assault on Yazidi and Christian territories in northern Iraq that triggered
western intervention, including British and American air raids on Isil positions.

They were co-ordinated through the Peshmerga, the army of the semi-autonomous Kurdistan region, long allied to the West.

However, Haider Shasho, one of the best-known commanders of the Yazidi militia set up to fight Isil alongside Kurdish forces, was
arrested while visiting family members on Sunday night.

He was leading Yazidis in the fight against Isil around Mount Sinjar, the heartland of the Yazidi people, in coalition with a variety
of different Kurdish forces, and there are fears the arrest might lead to infighting.

“He’s a very important symbol for the Yazidis,” a spokesman for the Sinjar Mobilisation Units (HBS), Mr Shasho’s unit, said.

The arrest is part of a wider rift within Iraqi politics which is also starting to cause a major problem for the western coalition.
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Haider Shasho, the head of the Shingal Protection Unit (HPS), has
been released from prison today, Monday April 13 .

He was arrested by Kurdish security forces last week, on charges of
creating an illegitimate force “outside the authority of the Peshmerga
Ministry”.
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Shasho aborts plan to create Shiite Militia force in Sinjar
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In February, Shasho confirmed to BasNews that he was supervising a
plan to create a wing of the Shiite Popular Mobilization Forces
known as “Hashd al-Shaabi” in the Sinjar area and that he had
received money from the Baghdad government to form the force.

In a statement delivered immediately after his release in Erbil,
Shasho said, “From now on I will have no links with Hashd al-Shaabi
or its commanders and we will not receive any financial support
from the Baghdad government.

“We will work with the Peshmerga Ministry from now on. So far 50%
of Yazidi militants have joined the Peshmerga, and others should
join.”

Shasho was arrested by Kurdish security forces in Khanke, Dohuk
Province, on 5th April.

He was allegedly attempting to create an illegitimate militia force
which operates outside of the Peshmerga ministry’s control, after
being ordered not to earlier this year.
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Many Yazidis and Christians both resent the Kurdish government of Masoud Barzani, saying it abandoned them to their fate last
summer. Thousands of Yazidis were captured and in many cases massacred. Women

were sold into sex slavery.

Mr Shasho’s arrest seems to have been triggered by his decision to seek weapons from the Iranian backed Popular Mobilisation
Units, a coalition of Shia miliitias fighting Isil alongside the regular Iraqi army.

Some see the future of Iraq, if the various anti-Isil forces ever manage to drive the jihadists out, as a continuing battle for influence
between the United States and allies inside the country like Mr Barzani, and the Iranians.

Mr Barzani, if he was behind the arrest of Mr Shasho, may be marking the Yazidis’ cards as to their expected loyalties.

Iraq crisis: My night on the mountain of hell with dying Yazidi refugees

Mount Sinjar: Iraq's mountain of death

Iraq crisis: 'It is death valley. Up to 70 per cent of them are dead'

The HBS spokesman said that Mr Shasho’s uncle, Qassem Shasho, another Yazidi leader, had spoken to Mr Barzani and other
Kurdish leaders, who had said Mr Shasho was being questioned about the “Yazidi situation in Iraq”.

“People say the PMU is like Isil, like the terrorists,” the HBS spokesman added, a reference to allegations that the Shia militias are
also guilty of sectarian attacks. “They want to ask Haider why he is going to these people get money for his 1,500 people there.”

There was no comment from the Kurdish authorities.
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Cologne, Germany – Haider Shasho, commander of the Yezidi Shingal
Protection Forces in northern Iraq, met with the Yezidi community in
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Shasho spoke about the general situation of Shingal (Sinjar), the
political reasons for his arrest by the Peshmerga, the goals of the newly
established Yezidi political entity, and the need to work like other
Kurdish parties in Iraq.

In an exclusive interview with ARA News, Shasho said: “Our meetings
in Germany are aimed at raising awareness about the deteriorating
conditions of the Yezidi area of Shingal and other developments in
northern Iraq.” 

“We intend to form an independent Yezidi entity in northern Iraq, to
guarantee equal rights to the members of our community there,” he
said. 

“We as Yezidis will not detach ourselves from the Kurdistan Region, we
are also Kurds, it’s our right as part of the Kurdish people to have an
independent political and administrative entity, so we can serve our
people and protect their rights,” Shasho said.

“We aspire for an autonomous administration in Shingal, that can have
good relations with the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), but
enjoy a right to self-determination,” he said during an interview with
ARA News. 

Shasho talked about the so-called “Peshmerga’s tactical withdrawal”
from Shingal following the IS offensive on the area, saying that the
Kurdish defense system failed to defend Yezidi civilians against
terrorists of the Islamic State. 

“The alternative solution for the Yezidi community in Shingal is to run
their areas by themselves.” 

He pointed out that the Iraqi constitution allows “in Article 125 and
Article 119″ the Yezidis to autonomously administer their areas “in
accordance with the supreme interest of the Yezidi community”. 

Haider Shasho had been arrested by Iraqi Kurdistan authorities on April, 5, 2015, after trying to form a
military force that run outside the law and the Ministry of Peshmerga in the Sinjar area, as stated by the
official spokesman for the Presidency of the Kurdistan Region.

Interview by: Ali Isso
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Syndicated News
How Kurds Abandoned the Yazidis When ISIS Attacked
By Christine van den Toorn
http://www.thedailybeast.com
Posted 2014-08-19 20:47 GMT

DOHUK, Iraq -- Not the least of the cruelties inflicted by the so-called Islamic State that has conquered large parts of Syria and Iraq is the
suspense suffered by its victims before they are shot or beheaded, raped or imprisoned. When the IS fighters arrived in the village of
Kucho in northern Iraq a week ago, they told the locals, most of whom are members of the Yazidi sect who follow an ancient faith, that
they had 48 hours to decide whether to convert to Islam or die. When the 48 hours passed, the villagers were given another five hours,
and that was extended to three days. Then, on Friday, time ran out. At noon -- at what would have been the call to prayer for Muslim
worshippers -- the cell phones that villagers had used to stay in touch with relatives went silent.

Since then there have been a few sporadic accounts of what happened. One man claimed all the villagers were herded into a school.
Another who managed to call out said he survived the massacre because he was hiding under the bodies of other victims. He'd escaped
with only a wound to his leg. He was calling on a shepherd's phone, he said. But nothing has been heard from him since.

Between 80 and 100 men are believed to have been killed. Scores of women and girls were taken away in trucks, possibly to be sold off
as slave-wives to IS fighters.

Such incidents have attracted world attention, helping to draw the United States back into military operations in the Iraq, most recently
with bombing raids on IS positions near the vital Mosul Dam now occupied by the jihadists. The Americans are flying close air support for
the peshmerga warriors of what is formally called the Kurdish Regional Government of Iraq but is more commonly known as Iraqi
Kurdistan.

Indeed, Washington is betting heavily that arming and supporting the KRG's fighters will be the key to winning back much of the territory
taken thus far by the soldiers of IS (formerly known by the acronym ISIS or ISIL).

Interviews with survivors of the IS onslaught in the region of Sinjar this month suggest that the peshmerga and the political leadership in
Iraqi Kurdistan misled them about the threat and abandoned them when they came under attack. Perhaps worse, still, many of the their
Sunni Muslim neighbors, with whom they had lived and farmed for centuries, turned against them.

For years, the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), one of the two ruling parties in the Kurdistan region, has poured money into the
pockets of Yazidis in Sinjar who were willing to join the party. They also offered protection. The Yazidis' arcane religion, which mingles
Zoroastrianism and belief in fallen-and-resurrected angels, is incorrectly but commonly called "devil worship" by outsiders and is precisely
the kind of "idolatrous" faith Muslims have sought to extirpate since the days of the Prophet Mohammad. In areas outside of Kurdish
control, like Mosul, jihadists targeted Yazidis even before the recent offensive by IS. But in Sinjar, nestled at the southern foot of a large
isolated mountain that rises like a vision from the surrounding plain, the KDP assured the residents -- including Yazidis and a smaller
Christian population -- that they were safe.

In return Sinjaris voted for the KDP in elections, paving the way for Kurdish political power in Ninewa province (sometimes called Ninevah
province) where, otherwise, there was not much of a non-Yazidi Kurdish presence.

After Mosul fell to ISIS two months ago, many Yazidis in Sinjar wanted to leave, and for good reason. But they were pressured to stay by
local KDP officials. The sense of foreboding mounted by the day as IS fighters surrounded the Sinjar district on three sides. Only the
border with Syria, to the west, was open. IS was in Baadj to the south, Tel Afar and Mosul to the east (between Sinjar and the Kurdish
capital of Erbil), and Rabiaa to the north of the mountain.

Rabiaa is home to the powerful Sunni Arab Shammar tribe, who have been friends and economic partners of the Yazidis in Sinjar for
centuries. Yet some are now suspected of collaboration with IS against the Yazidis.

Despite the danger and fear of attack, locals consistently were discouraged from leaving Sinjar by local KDP and Kurdish government
officials who reassured civilians that the peshmerga would keep them safe.

A local KDP official, whom we'll call Amina because of potential security threats she may face, says that higher-ups in the party told
representatives to keep people calm, and that if people in their areas of coverage left their salaries would be cut.

Sarbast Baiperi, head of the KDP's Branch 17 in Sinjar, could be seen in KDP media and on Facebook posing with various weapons and
claiming that "until the last drop of blood we will defend Sinjar."

But Sarbast Baiperi was one of the first to flee Sinjar, according to several sources. He rolled out of town the night before the attack had
even started because he heard IS was on its way to the outlying villages of Seebaya and Tel Banat. And not only did he flee, but he fled
in a single vehicle, telling no one but his guards. Late the next morning when townspeople fled in panic only minutes ahead of the
advancing IS fighters, Baiperi was waiting at the Tirbka checkpoint north of the mountain near to the Syrian border.

Baiperi, unfortunately, was part of a greater trend.

Firsthand accounts from Sinjar paint a picture of withdrawal without a fight and without warning the local population.

The first quiet retreat was in the southern villages, which bore the brunt of the initial attack. Late into the night of Saturday, August 2, IS
first launched mortars into Seebaya and Tel Banat, close to the militant group's positions in Baadj district. In the early morning of August
3, Yazidi men, not peshmerga, stood and fought thinking that the Kurdish forces would soon join in the battle. When they realized that
wasn't going to happen, many tried to escape over the mountain. While it is difficult at this point to estimate how many were killed, locals
say the number was around 200.

If the Yazidi men had known the peshmerga would withdraw, they might have fled earlier as well. Alone, they were no match for the IS
army.

North of the mountain, locals received no warning from peshmerga or KDP and government officials regarding the attacks, said Amina,
who worked for the party in that region. She heard about attacks from her aunt who lives south of the mountain, and she called her sub-
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branch director. She was told to stay calm and that there was no withdrawal. But when she called Sarbast Baiperi's guards they said he
had left the night before and they themselves were already gone, and they confirmed the troop withdrawal.

Others from northern villages had similar stories: foggy information about the nature of the attacks south of the mountain, unaware of
peshmerga withdrawal.

So it was as late as 10 a.m. on that Sunday, after fighting had been going on for hours south of the mountain, that people in towns north
of the mountain like Snuny, Khana Sor and Dugre started to leave. Many were only minutes ahead of IS. Ahmed, a 70-year-old man from
Khana Sor, says he heard the first gun shots behind him just as he left town -- and running and driving alongside the fleeing civilians were
the peshmerga forces. As they drove down the one safe from north of the mountain toward Dohuk, under firm Kurdish control, the
peshmerga abandoned each checkpoint, joining the exodus.

Soon the twin columns of refugee civilians and peshmerga came under sporadic fire, but the Kurdish government forces by then were
neither positioned nor inclined to fight back. Amina's cousin was shot in the hand. Bullets and richochets blasted through care windows
and windshields.

There were Kurdish fighters who stood their ground, but they were from neighboring Syria, members of the so-called People's Protection
Units of a militia, affiliated with the Turkish-Kurdish PKK, that goes by the initials YPG. The group is famous for its many women warriors,
and they were much in evidence fighting back against IS forces during the flight from Sinjar.

As the refugees approached Dohuk, furious at the spectacle of the peshmerga who had fled ahead of them, they hit a checkpoint where
peshmerga were confiscating unauthorized weapons. The Sinjaris sent word back down their convoy: "Give your guns to the YPG!"

Other Sinjaris who had fled to the mountain eventually were extracted in a combined operation in which, once again, Syrian and Turkish
Kurds of the PKK (which the United States and European Union define as a terrorist organization because of its long war against the
Turkish government) played a central role.

Why were the Yazidis not better protected to begin with? In Iraq's complex mosaic of sects and ethnicities it's fair to say that the Yazidis
are not quite as Kurdish as the mainstream Kurdish population would like them to be. They tend to see themselves first as Yazidis and
only secondly as Kurds, whereas most other Kurds (who are largely Sunni in their faith) put their ethnic identity first.

Added to that is a long tradition of social discrimination, with derogatory stereotypes of the "devil worshipping" Yazidis shared by Iraqi
Muslims, Kurds and Arabs alike. I have been in many a conversation with drivers and merchants on the way to Yazidi towns over the
years when I've been told, "Be careful, they are dirty and they do not shower many times for 40 days," followed by warnings: "Don't drink
their water," and, "Don't drink their tea." But somehow I managed to survive.

Sarbast Baiperi and local KDP offiials, in their own defense, say they were ill prepared, under-supplied and under-staffed. In an interview
with a Kurdish publication Baiperi said the fall of Sinjar was not his fault, and that he had called for more weapons and support in the
weeks and days before IS arrived, but his requests were denied.

Either way there is enough blame to go around: local peshmerga and officials should have helped evacuate people instead of simply
withdrawing with the little ammunition and military vehicles they had. Higher-ups should have seen the obvious likelihood of an attack,
with Sinjar being surrounded by IS.

Masoud Barzani, President of the Kurdistan Regional Government, promised to investigate and punish peshmerga officers and KDP
officials who left Sinjar.

But for the time being a reprimand will not be enough to for the thousands of families from Sinjar spread huddled in makeshift shelters in
the Dohuk region, who vow they will never forgive the KDP, Kurdistan and peshmerga or live under their political or military authority
again.

The plight of the Yazidis may have been one of the triggers that brought the United States and European powers into the war to fight IS
and support the Kurds, but what the Yazidis really want now is get out of Kurdistan, to get out of Iraq, to find asylum in the West. "The
peshmerga ran away; they left us and we can never trust them again," said one of the new Yazidi refugees. Noble pronouncements about
their defense do not sit well with them. As another said, quoting an old Arab proverb, "Don't kill me and then walk at my funeral."

There are no comments for this article.
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NEW YORK

The French foreign minister, Laurent Fabius, has used his
country’s presidency of the Security Council of the United Nations to
address the persecution of minorities in Iraq and Syria.

In a meeting attended by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon,
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the Chaldean Patriarch of Baghdad Louis Raphael I Sako and Yazidi
MP Vian Dakhil, the situation faced by minorities in Islamic State
(IS) controlled territories was discussed.

France announced that it would be chairing a session focussed on
the issue earlier this month, leading to a declaration by the Vatican,
Russia and Lebanon, undersigned by 65 UN member states, calling
on the international community to support ethnic and religious
groups with roots in the Middle East.

Of particular concern is the fate of the Christian and
Yazidi communities. Fabius pointed out that of the 1.4 million
Christians in Iraq in 1987, only 400,000 remain in the country
today.

“The danger is that minorities will disappear entirely,” Fabius
said. “The international community must not let that happen.”

He called on the the Security Council to refer IS to the
International Criminal Court, a demand echoed by High
Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein, who
joined the meeting by video conference from Geneva.

“The delicate mosaic is being shattered, and this Security Council
must take action, unanimously and decisively, to end the conflicts
and refer Iraq and Syria to the ICC,” said Hussein.

Dakhil asked the Security Council to adopt a resolution
formally recognising the violence against Yazidis as genocide. She
said that 420,000 of Iraq’s 600,000 strong Yazidi community have
been forced from their homes and are now living in camps.

“More than 2,000 Yazidis have been slaughtered in cold blood by
ISIL for no reason except that we are Yazidis and we profess a
religion that is different from ISIL,” Dakhil said.

“Our women are being raped. Our girls are being sold. Our children
are taken to places, we don’t know for what.”

Fabius agreed, “We are witnessing a true genocide. The Islamic
State group in particular kills, enslaves or exiles people who don’t
think like them. It’s not enough to raise awareness – we need to
implement concrete solutions to protect these vulnerable
populations.”
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Estimate of Yezidi Population Worldwide 
 
Below is a chart of Yezidi population worldwide. Most of the figures were obtained from the “Regions 
with Significant Populations” chart and the “Demographics” section of the Wikipedia entry for Yazidis 
at <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yazidis>. The Wikipedia sources for these figures are included in the 
footnotes below. The figures for Turkey, Syria and Canada were obtained from Yezidi Human Rights 
International-Organization based in Canada. The figures for the United States and India were obtained 
from Yezidis International in the United States.  
 

Country Population Comments 
Iraq 558,000i 390,000 in refugee camps 
Germany 100,000 to 120,000ii  
Syria     7,000 to 8,000iii in refugee camps 
Russia   41,000iv  
Armenia   35,000v  
Turkey   23,000vi 23,000 in refugee camps 
Georgia   21,000vii This may be duplicative of the 

41,000 in Russia. 
Netherlands     5,000viii  
Sweden     4,000ix  
United States     2,000x  
Canada        50 familiesxi  
Belgium    *  
Denmark    *  
France    *  
Switzerland    *  
United Kingdom    *  
Australia    *  
India        13xii  

 
* According to Wikipedia, the total number of Yezidis in Belgium, Denmark, France, Switzerland, the United 
Kingdom, Australia, the United States and Canada is less than 5,000. “Demographics” Yazidis. 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yazidis>. Last modified 7 June 2015. 
                                                
i See “Kurdish Yazidi MP Addresses Security Council at the United Nations.” BasNews, 28 March 2015. 
<http://www.basnews.com/en/news/2015/03/28/kurdish-yazidi-mp-addresses-security-council-at-the-united-
nations/>. According to this article, Iraq Member of Parliament Vian Dakhil  “said that 420,000 of Iraq’s 600,000 
strong Yazidi community have been forced from their homes and are now living in camps.” According to Mirza 
Ismail, head of Yezidi Human Rights International-Organization in Canada, there are approximately 23,000 
Yezidis from Iraq in refugees camps in Turkey and 7,000 to 8,000 in Syria. Approximately 10,000 were 
massacred by ISIS during 2014 and over 900 were massacred in April 2015. We are, therefore, estimating the 
Yezidi population of Iraq to be 558,000 and the number in refugee camps in Iraq to be 390,000. 
ii Jakob, Christian. "Jesiden in Deutschland: Das Trauma der Vorfahren". taz. Retrieved September 10, 2014. Hür, 
Kemal. "Die Religion der Yeziden". Deutschlandradio Kultur. Retrieved August 17, 2014. Megalommatis, 
Muhammad Shamsaddin (February 28, 2010). "Dispersion of the Yazidi Nation in Syria, Turkey, Armenia, 
Georgia and Europe: Call for UN Action". American Chronicle. Retrieved August 20, 2010. 
iii According to Mirza Ismail, head of Yezidi Human Rights International-Organization in Canada, there are 
approximately 7,000 to 8,000 Yezidis from Iraq in refugees camps in Syria. The following articles are listed in 



                                                

Wikipedia, but we know of no sources on the ground to substantiate their numbers. "Yazidi in Syria Between 
acceptance and marginalization" (PDF). KurdWatch. kurdwatch.org. p. 4. Retrieved 1 April 2014. And Andrea 
Glioti (18 October 2013). "Yazidis Benefit From Kurdish Gains in Northeast Syria". al-monitor. Retrieved 1 April 
2014. 
iv "Всероссийская перепись населения 2010 г. Национальный состав населения Российской Федерации". 
Demoscope. Demoscope. Retrieved 26 October 2013. 
v "2011 Armenian census" (PDF). Retrieved 2014-08-18. 
vi According to Mirza Ismail, head of Yezidi Human Rights International-Organization in Canad, there are 23,000 
Yezidis from Iraq living in refugee camps in Turkey. 
vii <http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Georgia_Census_2002-
_Ethnic_group_by_major_administrative-territorial_units>. To the best of our knowledge, Yezidi leaders in North 
America and Europe are not in touch with Yezidis living in Georgia. This may be because most or all Georgian 
Yezidis have migrated elsewhere. 
viii "Jezidi's" article on Wikipedia in Dutch, referenced in the article in English at 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yazidis#cite_note-13>. 
ix Megalommatis, Muhammad Shamsaddin (February 28, 2010). "Dispersion of the Yazidi Nation in Syria, 
Turkey, Armenia, Georgia and Europe: Call for UN Action". American Chronicle. Retrieved August 20, 2010. 
x Based on information obtained from Yezidis International (U.S.A.). 
xi According to Mirza Ismail, head of Yezidi Human Rights International-Organization in Canada, there are 30 
Yezidi families in London, Ontario, 20 to 25 in Winnipeg, Manitoba and 10 in the Greater Toronto Area in 
Ontario. 
xii Based on information obtained from Yezidis International (U.S.A.), there are 13 Yezidis studying in India.  



---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mirza Ismail <ezidis@gmail.com> 
Date: Wed, Apr 29, 2015 at 7:21 PM 
Subject: Yezidis Demands 
To: Pamela Frydman <rebpam@gmail.com> 
 
Dear Pam, 
 
Hope you and your family are well and I would also like to thank you so much for 
all your help and support to the Yezidis in the Middle East. 
 
These are Yezidi Urgent Demands: 
  
• Provide arms and weapons to Yezidi and Chaldo-Assyrian-militias that have 

been established since ISIS began marauding across Nineveh.  There are 
men and women under unified command structures who are capable and 
willing to defend their ancient homelands, religion, culture and ancient 
history.  We ask the United Nations, US, UK, EU, NATO and other 
members of the international community to intervene with the new Iraqi 
Government, supporting-creation of an “Autonomous Region” for the 
Yezidis, Chaldo-Assyrians other minorities in the Sinjar region and 
Nineveh Plain. They need US help now!  

• Concerned nations, including the U.S., United Kingdom, NATO and EU 
member states, and the United Nations should make a concerted effort to 
liberate ISIS detention centers.  As mentioned, we estimate at least 6,500 
are currently held young married women with children and teenage girls in 
Iraq and Syria.  Put simply, the world cannot stand by and acquiesce to 
ethnic cleansing and genocide. The Islamic State killed 300 abducted 
Yezidi men and children yesterday (April 28, 2015) in Talafar region 
(between Talafar city and Aayadia). 

 
 
Best regards, 
 
Mirza Ismail 
Chairman 
Yezidi Human Rights Organization-International 
www.yezidihumanrights.org 
1-416-843-7973 
 



10 June 2015, telephone conversation with Mirza Ismail. Mirza has returned from 
visiting Yezidis in Northern Iraq. Mirza stated that he visited refugee camps and 
learned the following:  

In these camps, they have not received food assistance in approximate two 
months: 

Zakho Refugee Camp in Iraq and approximately 10 miles from the Turkish border 

Khanke Refugee Camp 15 minutes south of Dohuk City 

Esia Refugee Camp 25 minutes to 30 from Dohuk City 

 

In Akhra Refugee Camp, there are approximately 2,000 Yezidis families and 600 
Muslims. The Muslim refugees have built a mosque. Yezidis do not go to the 
mosque to pray because they are not Muslims. This has caused tension and 
stress between Muslims and Yezidis in the refugee camp. Mirza reports that 
Muslims have insulted Yezidis. This has led Yezidis to defend themselves 
verbally and that has led Muslims to challenge Yezidi tolerance of Islam. 

 



OFFICE OF THE UN SPECIAL ADVISER ON THE  
PREVENTION OF GENOCIDE (OSAPG) 

 
Legal definition of genocide  
Genocide is defined in Article 2 of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
(1948) as "any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, 
racial or religious group, as such: killing members of the group; causing serious bodily or mental harm to 
members of the group; deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical 
destruction in whole or in part;1 imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; [and] forcibly 
transferring children of the group to another group."  
 
Elements of the framework  
The Analysis Framework comprises eight categories of factors that the OSAPG uses to determine whether there 
may be a risk of genocide in a given situation. The eight categories of factors are not ranked, and the absence of 
information relating to one or more categories does not necessarily indicate the absence of a risk of genocide; 
what is significant is the cumulative effect of the factors. Where these factors are effectively addressed, no longer 
exist or are no longer relevant, the risk of genocide is assumed to decrease. 
 
Framework:  Factors and explanation  
 
1. Inter-group relations, including record of discrimination and/or other human rights 
violations committed against a group  
Issues to be analyzed here include:  
 • Relations between and among groups in terms of tensions, power and economic relations, including 
 perceptions about the targeted group;  
 • Existing and past conflicts over land, power, security and expressions of group identity, such as 
 language, religion and culture;  
 • Past and present patterns of discrimination against members of any group which could include:  
  a. Serious discriminatory practices, for instance, the compulsory identification of members of a  
      particular group, imposition of taxes/fines, permission required for social activities such as   
        marriage, compulsory birth-control, the systematic exclusion of groups from positions of  
        power, employment in State institutions and/or key professions;2  
  b. Significant disparities in socio-economic indicators showing a pattern of deliberate exclusion  
  from economic resources and social and political life.  
 • Overt justification for such discriminatory practices;  
 • History of genocide or related serious and massive human rights violations against a particular group; 
 denial by the perpetrators;  
Framework:  Factors and explanation (continued) 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1!It might be necessary to determine if all or only a part of the group at risk within a specific geographical location is being targeted. The 
aim of the Genocide Convention is to prevent the intentional destruction of entire human groups, and the part targeted must be significant 
enough (substantial) to have an impact on the group as a whole. The substantiality requirement both captures genocide’s defining character 
as a crime of massive proportions (numbers) and reflects the Convention’s concern with the impact the destruction of the targeted part will 
have on the overall survival of the group (emblematic)!
2!This could include security, law enforcement or oversight apparatus, such as police, army and judiciary.!



 • References to past human rights violations committed against a possible perpetrator group as a 
 justification for genocidal acts against the targeted group in the future.  
 
2. Circumstances that affect the capacity to prevent genocide  
Structures that exist to protect the population and deter genocide include effective legislative protection; 
independent judiciary and effective national human rights institutions, presence of international actors 
such as UN operations capable of protecting vulnerable groups, neutral security forces and independent 
media.  
 Issues to be analyzed here include:  
 • Existing structures;  
 • The effectiveness of those structures;  
 • Whether vulnerable groups have genuine access to the protection afforded by the structures;  
 • Patterns of impunity and lack of accountability for past crimes committed against the targeted 
 groups;  
 • Other options for obtaining protection against genocide, e.g. presence of peacekeepers in a 
 position to defend the group, or seeking asylum in other countries.  
 
3. Presence of illegal arms and armed elements  
 The issues to be analyzed here include:  
 • Whether there exists a capacity to perpetrate genocide - especially, but not exclusively, by  
 killing;  
 • How armed groups are formed, who arms them and what links they have to state authorities, if  
 any;  
 • In cases of armed rebellions or uprising, whether a state has justified targeting groups from  
 which armed actors have drawn their membership.  
 
4. Motivation of leading actors in the State/region; acts which serve to encourage divisions 
between national, racial, ethnic, and religious groups  
 The issues to be analyzed here include:  
 • Underlying political, economic, military or other motivation to target a group and to separate it  
 from the rest of the population;  
 • The use of exclusionary ideology and the construction of identities in terms of “us” and “them”  
 to accentuate differences;  
 • Depiction of a targeted group as dangerous, disloyal, a security or economic threat or as  
 unworthy or inferior so as to justify action against the group;  
 • Propaganda campaigns and fabrications about the targeted group used to justify acts against a  
 targeted group by use of dominant, controlled media or “mirror politics”;3  
 • Any relevant role, whether active or passive, of actors outside the country (e.g., other  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
3!“Mirror politics” is a common strategy to create divisions by fabricating events whereby a person accuses others of what he or she does or 
wants to do.!



Framework:  Factors and explanation (continued) 
 
 Governments, armed groups based in neighboring countries, refugee groups or diasporas) and 
 respective political or economic motivations.  
 
5. Circumstances that facilitate perpetration of genocide (dynamic factors)  
 Issues to be analyzed here include:  
 Any development of events, whether gradual or sudden, that suggest a trajectory towards the 
 perpetration of genocidal violence, or the existence of a longer term plan or policy to commit 
 genocide. Examples:  
 • Sudden or gradual strengthening of the military or security apparatus; creation of or increased 
 support to militia groups (e.g., sudden increases in arms flow) in the absence of discernible 
 legitimate threats;  
 • Attempts to reduce or eradicate diversity within the security apparatus;  
 • Preparation of local population to use them to perpetrate acts;  
 • Introduction of legislation derogating the rights of a targeted group;  
 • Imposition of emergency or extraordinary security laws and facilities that erode civil rights and  
 liberties;  
 • Sudden increase in inflammatory rhetoric or hate propaganda, especially by leaders, that sets a 
 tone of impunity, even if it does not amount to incitement to genocidal violence in itself;  
 • Permissive environment created by ongoing armed conflict that could facilitate access to 
 weapons and commission of genocide. 
 
6. Genocidal acts  
 Issues to be analyzed here include:  
 • Acts that could be obvious “elements” of the crime of genocide as defined in Article 6 of the 
 Rome Statute,4 such as killings, abduction and disappearances, torture, rape and sexual 
 violence; ‘ethnic cleansing’ or pogroms;5 
 • Less obvious methods of destruction, such as the deliberate deprivation of resources needed for 
 the group’s physical survival and which are available to the rest of the population, such as clean 
 water, food and medical services;6 
 • Creation of circumstances that could lead to a slow death, such as lack of proper housing, 
 clothing and hygiene or excessive work or physical exertion;  
 Programs intended to prevent procreation, including involuntary sterilization, forced abortion, 
 prohibition of marriage and long-term separation of men and women;  
 • Forcible transfer of children, imposed by direct force or through fear of violence, duress, 
 detention, psychological oppression or other methods of coercion;  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4!Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.!
5!Efforts should be made to gather information on a sufficient number of incidents to determine whether the abuses were substantial, 
systematic and widespread over a period of time.!
6!Deprivation of the means to sustain life can be imposed through confiscation of harvests, blockade of foodstuffs, detention in camps, 
forcible relocation or expulsion to inhospitable environments.!



Framework:  Factors and explanation (continued) 
 
 • Death threats or ill treatment that causes disfigurement or injury; forced or coerced use of drugs 
 or other treatment that damages health. 
 
7. Evidence of intent “to destroy in whole or in part …”7 
 Issues to be analyzed here include:  
 • Statements amounting to hate speech8 by those involved in a genocidal campaign;  
 • In a large-scale armed conflict, widespread and systematic nature of acts; intensity and scale of 
 acts and invariability of killing methods used against the same protected group; types of weapons 
 employed (in particular weapons prohibited under international law) and the extent of bodily 
 injury caused;  
 • In a non-conflict situation, widespread and/or systematic discriminatory and targeted practices 
 culminating in gross violations of human rights of protected groups, such as extrajudicial 
 killings, torture and displacement;  
 • The specific means used to achieve “ethnic cleansing” which may underscore that the 
 perpetration of the acts is designed to reach the foundations of the group or what is considered as 
 such by the perpetrator group;  
 • The nature of the atrocities, e.g., dismemberment of those already killed that reveal a level of 
 dehumanization of the group or euphoria at having total control over another human being, or the 
 systematic rape of women which may be intended to transmit a new ethnic identity to the child 
 or to cause humiliation and terror in order to fragment the group;  
 • The destruction of or attacks on cultural and religious property and symbols of the targeted 
 group that may be designed to annihilate the historic presence of the group or groups;  
 • Targeted elimination of community leaders and/or men and/or women of a particular age group 
 (the ‘future generation’ or a military-age group);  
 • Other practices designed to complete the exclusion of targeted group from social/political life. 
 
8. Triggering factors  
 Issues to be analyzed here include:  
 Future events or circumstances seemingly unrelated to genocide that might aggravate conditions 
 or spark deterioration in the situation, pointing to the likely onset of a genocidal episode. These 
 ‘triggers’ might include:  
 • Upcoming elections (and associated activities such as voter registration or campaigning; 
 revision of delimitation of electoral boundaries; a call for early elections or the postponement or 
 cancellation of elections; disbanding of election commissions; imposition of new 
 quotas/standards for political party or candidate eligibility);  
 • Change of Government outside of an electoral or constitutionally sanctioned process;  
 • Instances where the military is deployed internally to act against civilians;  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
7!Genocidal intent can develop gradually, e.g., in the course of conflict and not necessarily before, and genocide may be used as a “tool” or 
“strategy” to achieve military goals in an operation whose primary objective may be unrelated to the targeted group. Evidence of “intent to 
destroy” can be inferred from a set of existing facts which would suggest that what is unfolding or ongoing may be genocide. From a 
preventive perspective, there could be other indications of a plan or policy or an attempt to destroy a protected group before the occurrence 
of full-blown genocide.!
8!The hate speech has to denigrate characteristics of a specific ethnic/racial/religious/national group.!



Framework:  Factors and explanation (continued) 
 
 • Commencement of armed hostilities;  
 • Natural disasters that may stress state capacity and strengthen active opposition groups;  
• Increases in opposition capacity, which may be perceived as a threat and prompt preemptive action, or 
rapidly declining opposition capacity which may invite rapid action to eliminate problem groups.9 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
9!Critical moments can also represent moments of opportunity to improve a situation and to lessen the risk of genocide.!
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Assyrian Venues Destroyed by ISIS in Nineveh Province as of 10 June 2015 

 

The attached report of the Assyrian Aid Society is in Arabic and relates to forty-two historical 
venues destroyed by ISIS in Nineveh Province since 10 June 2014. 
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 تدمير المعالم الحضارية واآلثارية والدينية على يد عصابات داعش

 -محافظة نينوى انموذجًا  -
 أ.د عامر عبد اهلل الجميلي
 كلية اآلثار . جامعة الموصل

 المقدمة :
كاالت  التا  مارب ا اا   لم تتعرض محافظة نينوى ومركزهاا مديناة المو او لاواو الحقاع والع اور الت ري ياة 

ااارب   لاااع معاااالم المديناااة تعرضاااب ل اااا  علاااد ياااد ع ااااااب داعاااب مااام هةماااة ارارياااة همةياااة ا اااتااحب ودم 
ااروا كااو  اال ولاام ياقااوا معلماااة ام ازالااوص   فاا   لااو  ومق ااد   ت  اااو  الحضااارية وااراريااة والدينيااة   فلقااد دم 

رية انعك ب ف  نتاا  الةذور وامنتماء وال وية والحضار    لقد توالب علد المدينة وتداولب علي ا  دوار حضا
( والكتاااااااب والنقااااوب  reliefsماااام المعلياااااب ااراريااااة والينيااااة والحضااااارية كالتماريااااو والمنحوتاااااب الاااااارز   
 والم الب والمحاريع والم لولاب و يرها مما انتةته واادعته يد امن ام .

ذي ح ااو  م تلاا    والاا 2014حزياارام ماام عااام  10والحاااو  م مدينااة المو ااو  ااقلب ايااد داعااب فاا  يااوم 
و امحوا فا   وو المةاميع قامب ف   لو  من ا اال يلر  علد متحف المو و كغيرص مم المؤ  اب الرقافية 

عم الدوام  وعدم  اامنقلاع ع ر   يام لمنت ا  المتحف االدوام   لكن م اعد ذل  ك  روا عم  نياا م واالغوهم 
ديوام الزكاا  لماا   اموص اااعد ذل  مقاراة  امم تل  الدا ر ذو   رم ات  المةل لميت ية آرار نينوى ومتحف المو و

ضاامم تنظيماااب كيااان م الم ااس التاا  ا ااتحدروها   فكااام ام وقااع المتحااف ضاامم   ديااوان  الركاااز والح اااة ( 
والركاااز كمااا هااو معااروف ي ااتمو علااد كااو مااا تضاامه اترض وتحويااه ماام  يااراب كااالنيل والكاريااب ومااا هااو 

وم هاذا المتحاف و يارص مام المعاالم ملمور تحب اترض مم اارار واتوااد والكنوز والتحف و يرها   رم  يك
  هدفاة للت ريع والتةاوز علد يد تل  الع اااب كما  نرى ف  تي يو الةدوو اات  : فيما اعد 

 دفت ا التاا  ا ااتوالرقافيااة وامةتماعيااة المعااالم الحضااارية وااراريااة والدينيااة  لمةمااو و هااموفيمااا يلاا  ا ااتعراض 
 ة   داعب ( ف  مركز مدينة المو و ومحافظة نينوى عموماة .ودمرت ا المةاميع ا ةرامية وا رهااي

 
 تاريس الت ريع الموقع الحقاة الت ري ية نوع المعلم 
مااااااؤر   قااااااةضااااااري  و هااااادم وازالاااااة   .1

المو ااااو عااااز الااااديم اااااام اترياااار 
ال ياان  المو ل   ااحع كتااع 

اليتااااااااااااار  العرمانياااااااااااااة 
 المت  ر 

 اااااااااااااااااااااار  ا اااااااااااااااااااااوار 
/ اااااااااااااااع المو اااااااااااااو 
منلقااااااااااااة /   اااااااااااانةار

20/6/2014 
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الكامو ف  الت ريس و  د الغاااة فا  
معرفااااة ال ااااحااة والمعااااروف عنااااد 
 عامة  هو المو و اا  قار الانب(

زالة قارص  وناب وا 

/ ر س  قضااايع الااااام
 الةاد 

تمرااااو ال ااااعر حاياااع ااااام  تيةيااار  .2
 وس المعاااااااروف ااااااااا    اااااااا  تماااااااام 
اللاااا   (  ااااحع ارياااد المو اااو 
 ف   الفة المعت م ااهلل العاا   

 مركز مدينة المو و التاريس المعا ر 
/ ااااااااااااااع اللااااااااااااوع / 

 منلقة الكورنيب

19/6/2014 

 المو ومركز مدينة  التاريس المعا ر تمراو فتا  الرايع إزالة   .3
/  / ااااااااااااااع اللااااااااااااوع

 ال راي

 وا اااااااااااااار حزياااااااااااااارام 
2014 

مركااااااز  اااااارلة ال ااااااراي / تيةياااااار   .4
  مدر ة ال نا ع 

اليتااااااااااااار  العرمانياااااااااااااة 
 المت  ر 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
 ااع اللوع

21/6/2014 

تمراااو المت ااوف والمو اايق  إزالااة   .5
 المال عرمام المو ل 

محلااااة قلااااار مركااااز  التاريس المعا ر
 مدينة المو و

19/6/2014 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو /  التاريس المعا ر تمراو ال واس إزالة   .6
 دور   ارع اغداد

25/6/2014 

راااال المت ااوف الياات  ااام تيةياار   .7
عرمااااااااااااااااااااااام اتزدي المو اااااااااااااااااااااال  
المعروف عند عامة  هو المو و 

 اال يس فتح 

الع ااااااااار العاا ااااااااا  
  احااااااااااااااااااااااااادود  اتوو

ن ايااااة القاااارم الرااااان  
ال ةااااااااري / الرااااااااامم 

 الميالدي (

مديناااااة دا ااااو ا اااااوار 
محلاااااااااااة /  المو اااااااااااو

 ال يس فتح  

16/6/2014 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو /  اليتر  العرمانية العال  وم ةد ال يس  اتيةير   .8
 ااع اللوع

25/6/2014 

المدر ااة الحمدانيااة وتعاارف تيةياار   .9
م ااا د عناااد عاماااة اهاااو المو اااو ا

 -الحمدانيااااااة اليتااااار  
 -امتااكيااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااة 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
 منلقة ال ياء

23/7/2014 
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اممااااااام يحيااااااد اااااااام القا اااااام اااااااام 
 ااام ااااام امماااام علااا  اااام ااااا  الح

  (لالع  علي م ال الم

 -اميل انياااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااة 
 العرمانية

 ها(719 - 637  
اقايااااااااااااااااا العا اااااااااااااااامة  اليتر  امتااكية ةامع النا  دانياوتيةير   .10

/  اا اااااااااورية نيناااااااااوى
-محلاااااااااااااااة الي اااااااااااااااود 

 - امحمدية

23/7/2014 

نظاااااام  -هااااادم المدر اااااة النظامياااااة   .11
المعروفة امقام  -المل  ال لةوق  

اممااام محمااد ااام الحنييااة او علاا  
 ام غر 

 -اليتاااار  ال اااالةوقية 
 امتااكية

 - 485  احااااااااااااادود 
 ها ( 637

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
محلااة الةااامع الكايااار 

 / درع در ا 

24/7/2014 

علياااه ةاااامع الناااا  ياااونس  تيةيااار   .12
 ال الم(

 -اليتااااار  الحمدانيااااااة 
 -امتااكيااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااة 
 -اميل انياااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااة 

 العرمانية 

مديناة المو ااو / تااو 
 التواة 

 

24/7/2014 

ةاااامع الناااا   ااايب اااام ادم تيةيااار   .13
 ( عليه ال الم

اليتااااااااااااار  العرمانياااااااااااااة 
 المت  ر 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
 محلة النا   يب

24/7/2014 

 - اليتااااااار  امتااكياااااااة ةامع النا  ةرةيستيةير   .14
 -اميل اااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااااان  

 العرمان 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
/   ااااااااااون ال ااااااااااع اريم

 ااع النا 

27/7/2014 

رااااااال المت اااااوف قضااااايع تيةيااااار   .15
 الاام اتزدي المو ل 

 -ال اااالةوقية اليتاااار  
 امتااكية

احاااااااااااااااااادود القاااااااااااااااااارم 
 ال ادس ال ةري

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
/  لااف  ااااع  اانةار

 ملعع امدار  المحلية 

14/8/2014 

اتماااام عاااوم الاااديم م ااا د تيةيااار   .16
اااام الح اايم اااام اممااام علاا  ااام 

 اليتر  امتااكية
 ها ( 646  

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
محلااااااة اممااااااام عااااااوم 

25/7/2014 
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 الديم اا  لالع   علي م ال الم (
مقااااام المت ااااوف ال ااااللام تيةياااار   .17

يقاااوم علاااد  لاااالو واقاياااا عااااد اهلل 
دياااااااار ارقانااااااااا / اللاااااااايم لل ااااااااريام 

 وذوكسامرر

قرياااااة ال اااااللام عااااااد  مت  رعرمان  
 اهلل / ناحية القيار 

4/7/2014 

المدر ة الزينياة رام الكمالياة تيةير   .18
المعروفة عند عامة  هاو المو او 

 ام ةد  يس ال ل

القاااااااااااااارم ال ااااااااااااااادس 
اليتااااااااار   -ال ةاااااااااري 
 اتتااكية

 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
   واممحلة ال

2/9/2014 

ياااااااة تيةيااااااار   .19 ز  عاااااااز  -المدر اااااااة الع 
اااااام قلاااااع الاااااديم الاااااديم م اااااعود 

المعروفة عند عامة اهو  -مودود 
  المو و ااممام عاد الرحمم

  574 - 589 
 ها(
 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
/  محلااااااااااة ال اتونيااااااااااة

 اللوالع

2/9/2014 

مقاااااام امماااااام الاااااااهر ااااااام تيةيااااار   .20
 اممام زيم العااديم

 اليتااااااااااااار  امتااكيااااااااااااااة
القااااااااااااااااارم ال ااااااااااااااااااااع 

 ال ةري 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
/  الااهرمحلة اممام 

 الم اهد 

2/9/2014 

المدر ااااااااة النوريااااااااة ن اااااااااة تيةيااااااار   .21
لألمير نور الديم  ر االم  ااص اام 
عاز الااديم م ااعود اام عماااد الااديم 

المعاااروف عناااد عاماااة  هاااو  زنكااا 
 المو و ااتمام مح م

 ها( 607 - 589 
 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
  محلة ال ياء

2/1/2015 

المو ااااااااااو /  مدينااااااااااة عرمان  متا ر م ةد ال ا رچ  تيةير   .22
 ااع الةديد

2/9/2014 

مقااام ال اايس  حمااد الرفاااع  تيةياار   .23
 ف  ناحية المحلاية

 4/7/2014 ناحية المحلاية عرمان  مت  ر

 2/9/2014مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / -اليتااااار  اميل انياااااة والمقاااار   م اااةد عي ااد ددصتيةياار   .24
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   واممحلة ال عرمان  المةاور  له 
 - اليتااااااار  اتتااكياااااااة مقام اممام ااراهيم تيةير   .25

  اميل انية
  القااااااااااااارم ال اااااااااااااااع 
 والرامم ال ةري (

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
/   ااااااااااون ال ااااااااااع اريم

اااااااااااع الناااااااااا  / ر س 
 الكور

11/3/2015 

م ااااااةد ال اااااايس ال اااااااللام تيةياااااار   .26
  ويس الةال ري

 -الةال ريااااااة اليتاااااار  
 العرمانية

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
/  محلااااااااااة ال اتونيااااااااااة

 اليارون

30/12/2014 

م اااااةد المت اااااوف محماااااد تيةيااااار   .27
 الرضوان 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو /  عرمان  مت  ر
 ااع الةديد

30/12/2014 

ةااامع ال اايس عةيااو الياااور تيةياار   .28
 اااااااايس م ااااااااايس ع ااااااااير   اااااااامر  -

 -الادوية العراية 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو /  حديث
 الليرام / الةو ن

30/12/2014 

م  د ال يد  زينع   علي اا تيةير   .29
 ال الم ( 

 -اليتااااااار  اتتااكياااااااة 
 عرمانية

 3/8/2014 قضاء  نةار

م اا د اتمااام ال اايس  ااوث تيةياار   .30
 الديم ام عاد القادر الكيالن  

 2/8/2014 ناحية المحلاية عرمان  مت  ر

 -الةاااااااااااامع المةاهااااااااااادي تيةيااااااااااار   .31
/ الةاااامع  -مةاهاااد الاااديم قايمااااز 

اتحماار المعااروف عنااد عامااة  هااو 
 المو اااو ااااا   ناااا  اهلل ال ضااار (

   -العاد ال ال -

 ها ( 572-576  
  اليتر  اتتااكية

مديناااااة  اااااار  ا اااااوار 
المو اااااااااو / رااااااااااض 

/ ةواااااااااااة  المو ااااااااااو
 -الكاااورنيب-ار  گااالا
- 

26/2/2015 

 -اليتااااااار  امتااكياااااااة  م ةد العااس هدم   .32
  عرمان 

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
  ارع النةي 

15/2/2015 

 مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / عرمان  مت  ر اتااريق محمد ال يس م ةد تيةير   .33
 محلة تحب الدار

20/2/2015 
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قريااااااااااااااة القاضااااااااااااااي ة /  عرمان  متا ر راال المت وف ال ر ازيتيةير   .34
 -الق ااااور الر ا ااااية 

 -ح  امندلس 

1/3/2015 

م ةد حم و القد و وفياه قاار تيةير   .35
ال ااااااايس محماااااااد اااااااام عااااااااد القاااااااادر 

 الكيالن  

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو /  عرمان  مت  ر
 ااع اللوع

10/12/2014 

تلعياااااار اا ااااااورية / قلعااااااة تيةياااااار   .36
 الايزنلية

 30/1/2015 قضاء تلعير 

 اليتر  التااكية م  د ال ب نيي ة علي ا ال الم   .37
القااااااااااااااااارم ال ااااااااااااااااااااع 

 ال ةري

مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو / 
 الةامع الكايرمحلة 

10/3/2015 

الع ااااااااار العاا ااااااااا   العمرية  ةامعهدم   .38
اتوو ماااااااااااااام فتاااااااااااااار  
ال لييااااااااااة الماااااااااا موم 

 العاا  

 مدينااااااااااة المو ااااااااااو /
-محلااة ااااع العااران 
 -محلة ااع الةديد

17/12/2014 

متحااف ت ريااع وتحلاايم محتوياااب   .39
 المو و الحضاري 

 26/2/2015 مركز مدينة المو و حديث

كل ااو تةريااف العا اامة اا ااورية   .40
 -النمرود  -/ كال  

الع اااااااار اا ااااااااوري 
 الحديث

 5/3/2015 ناحية النمرود

مدينااااااااة ون اااااااع العااااااااث وت رياااااااع   .41
 الحضر 

 6/3/2015 قضاء الحضر اليتر  اليررية 

تةرياااااف العا ااااامة اا اااااورية دور   .42
وكيم    - ر ااد  - ر 

الع اااااااار اا ااااااااوري 
 الحديث

 9/3/2015 قرية  ر ااد

 22/3/2015 قضاء  نةار اليتر  امتااكية تيةير منار   نةار  .43
يةير ماند الم ي م الك ي  الواقاع ت  .44

 و ل  اااب المو و
 28/3/2015 مدينة المو و حديث
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ف  والمقاار والمعالم والمراكز الرقافية وامةتماعية مةمو ا  ت دافاب والدمار الذي لاو الكنا س واتدير  

 مدينة المو و و  و نينوى مم قاو ع اااب " داعب " 
اقتحام ملرانية المو و للكلدام فا  موقع اا   .1

 اح  ال رلة ورفع علم التنظيم علي ا
مديناااااااة المو اااااااو / حااااااا  

 ال رلة 
 2014حزيرام  25

تدمير تمراو ال يد  العذراء ال ا اة اكني اة   .2
 الدير امعلد للا ية الكلدام

 2014حزيرام  30 مدينة المو و

نااااااااازع  اااااااااليع كني اااااااااة ماااااااااارافرام لل اااااااااريام   .3
 امرروذكس

مديناااااااة المو اااااااو / حااااااا  
 ال رلة

 2014تموز 10

مم افراغ كني ة مار افرام اح  ال رلة   .4
موةودات ا وا را  كرا ي ا مم الكني ة ف  
حملة لت يية الكني ة وتحويل ا الد ةامع 
ويرقد تاريس ان اء الكني ة المذكور  الد 

 1988كانوم اموو عام 

مدينة المو و / ح  
 ال رلة

 2014ت ريم اموو 

تيةير كني ة القيامة اقضاء الحمدانية   .5
 قرقوب ( ويرقد تاريس الكني ة لعام 

حيث اقيمب حول ا المدافم ال ا ة  2007
 االم يحييم مم ااناء المنلقة

 

 2014ت ريم الران   قضاء الحمدانية  قرقوب(

تيةير دير الن ر للراهااب ف  منلقة ح    .6
العرا  ويعود تا يس الدير ال اص 

اراهااب اللا ية الكلدانية لع د الرمانيناب 
 مم القرم المن رم

 

مديناااااااة المو اااااااو / حااااااا  
 عرا ال

 2014كانوم اموو 

انذار المار  ف  ال ارع الذي يضم كني ة   .7
الالتيم ف  منلقة ال اعة مم اةو قيام 

مديناااااة المو اااااو / محلاااااة 
 ال اعة

 2015 اال 
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عنا ر التنظيم نزع ال ليع مم ار  
الكني ة الت  تضم ال اعة الت   ميب 

المنلقة اا م ا وترقد تاريس الكني ة الد 
منت ف القرم ال ااع ع ر علد ارر قدوم 

مم فرن ا الد المدينة   امااء الدومنيكام
مم اةو الن وض اواقع ا الرقاف  حيث 

قاموا اا دار اوو مةلة عراقية وا تقلاع 
الملاعة الحةرية الت  د لب العران موو 

 مر 
 

مار ا نام ال  يد و قيقته  -دير الُةع    .8
مارب  ار  ف  منلقة ال ضر ف   ل لة 
تيةيراب قام ا ا التنظيم ا ت دفب دور 

عااد   ا ة اال ا  والم يحييم ف  منلقة 
 الحمدانية 

 2015اذار قضاء الحمدانية

حرن مقر الحركة الديمقرالية اا ورية فرع   .9
 نينوى رم ق ي ا ليرام التحالف 

مديناااااااة المو اااااااو / حااااااا  
 اوگنر 

 2014ر العا ر  ال 

 2015اداية   ر  اال  قضاء تلكيف تةريف مقار  تلكيف  .10
مديناااااة المو اااااو / محلاااااة  احران كني ة اللاهر  لل ريام الكارولي    .11

 حوب ال ام
 2014  ر تموز 

قرياااااااة كااااااارمليس / قضااااااااء  تدمير مزار القدي ة اراار    .12
 الحمدانية

 2014  ر ت ريم اموو 

اع / ال ااااااااحو گاااااااوادي ع تةريف مقار  ال ريام الم يحييم الموَحد    .13
 اميمم مم مدينة المو و

 2014ن اية   ر حزيرام 

ن ع متحف كني ة مار توما للتراث ال عا    .14
 والم لولاب ال ريانية

مديناااة المو ااااو / منلقااااة 
 ال اعة

 2014ن اية   ر حزيرام 
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مةماااو تااادمير مااازاراب اللا ياااة ا يزيدياااة فااا  مناااالن  ااانةار/  ااانكاو و ال اااي ام   عااايم  اااين  ( واع ااايقة 

   موالنو ال ي ام (ايزيدي واحزان  والقوب ومنلقة وص مب  يس 
 25/10/2015  نةار -عماد الديم  -مزار آمديم تيةير   .1
 23/10/2014  نةار مزار  يس مندتيةير   .2
  1/8/2014  نةار الديم مزار مل  ف رتيةير   .3
 2014ال  ر التا ع   مزار  يس عاد القادرتيةير   .4
 2014ال  ر التا ع   مزار ال  يدتيةير   .5
 2014ال  ر التا ع   نةار مزار دقد ميراتيةير   .6
 2014ال  ر التا ع   نةار مزار محمه رص  امتيةير   .7
مااازار  ق ااا  ااااات  فااا  منلقاااة وص مب تيةيااار   .8

موالناااو ال اااي ام ( فااا  قضااااء    ايزيااادي  ااايس
 ال ي ام

 2014ال  ر ال امس  قضاء ال ي ام

منلقاة اكار( فا  و ااااكار     ي ومزار تيةير   .9
  موالنااو ال ااي ام ( فاا  ايزياادي وص مب  اايس 
 قضاء ال ي ام

 2014ال  ر ال امس  قضاء ال ي ام

منلقة وص مب  م ف  حمزار مل   يس تيةير   .10
ال اااي ام ( فااا  قضااااء   موالناااو ايزيااادي  ااايس 

 ال ي ام

 2014ال  ر ال امس  قضاء ال ي ام

فاااااا   -عماااااااد الااااااديم  -ماااااازار  ماااااااديم تيةياااااار   .11
  موالنو ال اي ام ايزيدي منلقة وص مب  يس 
 ( ف  قضاء ال ي ام

 2014ال  ر ال امس  قضاء ال ي ام

منلقااااة وص مب ماااازار  اااايس م ياااا  فاااا  تيةياااار   .12
قضااااء   موالناااو ال اااي ام ( فااا  ايزيااادي  ااايس 

 ال ي ام

 2014ال  ر ال امس  قضاء ال ي ام

 2014/  9-8-7ام  ر  احزان  مزار  ي و اكرتيةير   .13
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 2014/  9-8-7ام  ر  احزان  مزار  يير   الغيور (تيةير   .14
 2014/  9-8-7ام  ر  احزان  مزار  يس ح متيةير   .15
 2014/  9-8-7ام  ر  احزان  مزار  يس  مس    مس الديم (تيةير   .16
 2014/  9-8-7ام  ر  احزان  مزار  ةديم   ال اةديم (تيةير   .17
 2014/  9-8-7ام  ر  احزان  ير اوعپمزار تيةير   .18
اايري فااااااا  پااااااامةماااااااع  مزار  يس مندتيةير   .19

  تلل قف
 2014ال  ر ال ااع 

 2014/  9-8-7ام  ر  احزان  مزار  ب نيي ة تيةير   .20
 2014/  9-8-7 ام  ر احزان  مزار حاياةتيةير   .21
 2014/  9-8-7ام  ر  احزان  مزار  ديةةتيةير   .22
  اع يقة مزار نا ر الديمتيةير   .23
مااااازار ملااااا  ميااااارام   ملااااا  الرةااااااو او تيةيااااار   .24

 اممراء (
  اع يقة

قرياااااااااااااة الااااااااااااادراويب /  مزار ح م فردوبتيةير تيةير   .25
 اع يقة ناحية

 2014ال  ر ال ااع 

قرياااااااااااااة الااااااااااااادراويب /  مرقد  يد قا متيةير   .26
 اع يقة ناحية

 2014ال  ر ال ااع 

 
 ال يعة ال ا  والتركمام ف  مركز مدينة المو و و  و نينوى وتلعيروةوامع مةمو تدمير ح ينياب 

 التاريس الموقع ا م الح ينية ب
 23/7/2014 مدينة المو و / محلة اليي لية ةامع وح ينية روضة الواديتيةير   .1
 19/3/2015 / ناحية ارللة قرية اا ايرا زينع الكارىح ينية تيةير   .2
 2/7/2014 ناحية النمرودقرية الا اللية /  مقام اممام العااس تيةير   .3
قياار  القاااة قاارع الر اايدية / قضاااء  تيةير مقام  او اليضو العااس  .4

 تلكيف 
3/7/2014 

  مدينة تلعير ؤول ان ف ضري  ارن  .5
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  مدينة تلعير ح ينية ع كر مال تيةير   .6
تااااادمير مااااازار امماااااام  اااااعد و ضااااار   .7

 الياس
 25/7/6/2014 مدينة تلعير

  مدينة تلعير ح ينية ها م عنترتيةير   .8
  مدينة تلعير ح ينية اممام ال ادنتيةير   .9
  مدينة تلعير ح ينية اممام العااستيةير   .10
  مدينة تلعير ح ينية ورار محمودتيةير   .11
  مدينة تلعير المنتظرم ةد اممام تيةير   .12
  مدينة تلعير ح ينية الزهراءتيةير   .13
  الد  الر يدية / قضاء تلكيف ح ينية القاةتيةير   .14
  ارللة ناحية/  ةل گو گقرية  ةل گو گقرية  ةامعتيةير   .15
 2014  ر آع  اع يقة ناحيةقرية الدراويب /  ةامع الر وو امعظم  ع(تيةير   .16
 2014  ر آع  اع يقة ناحيةقرية الدراويب /   ع( الزهراء فالمة ح ينةتيةير   .17
مقااام اتمااام العااااس ااام علاا  تيةياار   .18

   ع(
 2014  ر ت ريم الران   ارللة ناحية/  اازواياقرية 

 يد عل   -ةامع  هو الايب تيةير   .19
- 

 2014  ر ت ريم الران   ارللة ناحية/  اازواياقرية 

 3/7/2014 / ناحية النمرودقرية عمركام  مقام اممام العااستيةير   .20
  / ناحية النمرود قرية عمركام ح ينية آو عرفاب تيةير   .21
  / ناحية النمرود قرية الرزاقية ح ينية آو عرفابتيةير   .22
  ناحية ال المية ح ينية آو عرفابتيةير   .23
   ر  اال قرية الموفقية / ناحية ارللة لر وو امعظمح ينية اتيةير   .24
  قرية الموفقية / ناحية ارللة ةامع اممام عل   ع(تيةير   .25
  قرية لوازاوا / ناحية اع يقة الزهراءح ينية تيةير   .26
  قرية لوازاوا / ناحية اع يقة ياسامزار امام تيةير   .27
  تاه / ناحية ارللة  زنةقرية  اممام الح يم م  دتيةير   .28
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  تاه / ناحية ارللة  زنةقرية  الزهراءح ينية تيةير   .29
  تاه / ناحية ارللة  زنةقرية  ح ينية وةامع قا م او محمدتيةير   .30
عل  زيم العااديم مقام اممام تيةير   .31

 ام الح يم ال ةاد
 2014  ر آع  / ناحية ارللة عل  رص بقرية 
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Assyrian Empire, 858–627 bc

The Assyrian empire, 858-627 BC

From W. Sheperd, History Atlas; Harper & Row, Publishers (Barnes & Noble Books), New York revision copyright
1964 by Barnes & Noble, Inc.

"Assyrian Empire, 858–627 bc". Map. Encyclopædia Britannica Online. Web. 07 Jun. 2015.
<http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/39555/Assyria/images-videos/46529/assyrian-empire-858627-

embcem>
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The Assyrian people have been repeatedly
victimized by genocidal assaults over the past
century. They first suffered, along Ottoman
Greeks and Armenians, from Turkey’s
simultaneous genocides during and
immediately after World War I. Soon after, the
Armenians of northern Iraq were brutally
massacred by the newly established Iraqi state.
Persecution continued during the reign of the
Ba’ath Party and Saddam Hussein, and
sectarian violence unleashed during the recent
Iraq War has left Assyrians vulnerable in their
historic homeland. As a result of these
successive tragedies, an Assyrian diaspora
stretches across the world.

The Assyrian people have deep autochthonous
roots in Anatolia and Mesopotamia, going back
well before the 3rd millennium BCE. Christianity
came early to the Assyrians, at least since the
third century CE. With subsequent Arab,

http://www.aina.org/martyr.html:

courtesy of Assyrian

International News Agency

Researched by

Jeff Benvenuto

Rachel Jacobs

John Lim

Sources: Websites

The Assyrian International
News Agency offers up to
date news on current
threats to the Assyrian
community in the Middle
East as well as plenty of
historiographical material,
including a page on the
Assyrian genocide.

The Assyrian Holocaust
contains innumerable links
to historical resources

The Seyfo Center deals with

Center for the Study of Genocide and Human Rights

Apply Now  Make a Gift  Webmail

SEARCHSearch SELECT A
DEPARTMENT



Mongolian, and Ottoman conquests of
Mesopotamia, the Assyrians and their Christian
brethren were subordinated to minority status.
The millet system of the Ottoman Empire
ensured a certain degree of cultural and
religious autonomy, at least until the crises of
the 19th century. By then, geopolitical forces
and the rise of nationalism threatened the
multiethnic status of the Ottoman Empire,
which subsequently directed its ire against its
Christian subjects. Along with the Armenians,
the Ottoman Assyrians suffered grave
depredations towards the end of the 19th
century, when the Ottoman Sultan organized an
irregular cavalry force of Kurdish tribesmen
called the Hamidiye. This was the awful prelude
of what was to follow in the coming decades.

The status of Ottoman Christians became even
more precarious after the ultranationalist
"Young Turks" emerged as a dominant political
force in the Empire. Organized as the
Committee of Union and Progress (CUP), the
"Young Turks" staged a successful coup in
1913, thereby establishing a military
dictatorship on the eve of World War I. They
initiated a national project of "Turkey for the
Turks," whereby they sought to forge a
homogenous nation state through the
deliberate removal of all minorities. Soon after
the Ottoman Empire entered World War I in
November 1914, the CUP ruthlessly began its
genocidal project. Waging more or less
simultaneous genocides against Assyrians,
Armenians, and Greeks, the CUP essentially
followed the same pattern of group destruction.
Massacres, rapes, plundering, cultural
desecrations, and forced deportations were all
endemic. Around 750,000 Assyrians died during
the genocide, amounting to nearly three
quarters of its prewar population. The rest were
dispersed elsewhere, mostly in the Middle East.

contemporary Assyrian
history, politics, and society.
While much of the website
is in Turkish, there is some
English-language material.

The Assyrian Aid Society
promotes Assyrian culture
and heritage.

The Assyrian Democratic
Organization is a political
and democratic movement
in the interests of the
Assyrian people, aiming to
realize its national
aspirations in its historic
homeland.

Bahra includes many
Assyrian cultural resources.

Frederick A. Aprim is an
Iraqi Assyrian author and
poet whose site includes
many of his publications.

Rosie Malek-Yonan is an
Assyrian actress, director,
author of The Crimson Field
and human rights activist.
This site compliments her
novel, The Crimson Field,
and includes her recent
Congressional testimony on
behalf of the ongoing
persecution of Assyrians in
war-torn Iraq.
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Assyrian Genocide

The Assyrian nation is one of the world's most ancient. As an ethnic and

religious minority in the Middle East, the Assyrians have long suffered

from riots and persecution. During World War I, the Turks murdered

hundreds of thousands of Assyrians; between one half and two third of

all Assyrians living in the Ottoman Empire. The Turkish government

continues to deny the Assyrian Genocide.

Background:

The Assyrians are an ancient, Semitic people whose roots are in ancient

Mesopotamia—in the region of the Fertile Crescent—and who speak in an

Eastern Aramaic dialect. The roots of the Assyrian people can be traced to the

Sumerian-Akkadian Empire founded around 2,350 BCE. The Assyrian Empire

emerged after the fall of the Akkadian Empire; at its height it controlled most of

the territories in the ancient Near East. It was eventually overrun and occupied

by the Babylonians.

 The ancient Assyrian people traditionally prayed to multiple gods; in the early

Middle Ages they converted to Christianity. Today the Assyrians are Christian

and belong to various churches under the umbrella of Eastern Christianity,

among others the Assyrian Church of the East and the Chaldean Catholic

Church. Following the spread of Islam, in the period in which it controlled the

Middle East, the Assyrians were subjected to many pogroms and massacres;

with time they became a persecuted and oppressed minority in their historical

homeland.
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 The Assyrians in the Ottoman Empire:

 In the 16th century the Ottoman Empire conquered Eastern Anatolia and the

Middle East. The Assyrians lived in the area of Upper Mesopotamia (present-

day southeast Turkey and northwest Iran). The population of the Ottoman

Empire was ethnically, religiously and culturally diverse, and its ruling religion

was Islam. Jews and Christians living in the Empire were considered second-

class citizens and termed “millets.” The millets were granted political and

religious autonomy on the condition that they did not challenge Islamic rule.

Community leaders governed their members according to their religious laws

insofar as those did not clash with the laws and interests of the country. In

return the communities pledged their loyalty to the Empire and accepted the

limitations that were placed on them as legally protected minority groups: the

imposition of special taxes, the prohibition of carrying a weapon, the mandate

to carry visible markers of identity, and in some areas the prohibition of

speaking their native language. Over a million Assyrians lived around Iran’s

Lake Urmia, in the area of Turkey’s Lake Van, in the Hakkari Mountains, in

Damascus, in Mesopotamia, and likewise in the eastern Ottoman districts of

Diyarbakir, Erzurum, and Bitlis. Despite their protected status, the Assyrians

were frequently persecuted, forcibly converted by their Muslim rulers and

Kurdish neighbors, and even slaughtered.

 The dominance of the Empire began to wane toward the end of the 19th

century, due to internal corruption and threats posed by external European

powers, particularly Russia. The rise of regional nation states took place

concurrently, followed by a surge in Turkish nationalism and Islamic envy, and

the faltering of the various millets’ standing. Ethnic minorities—in particular the

large Kurdish minority—leveraged the weakening of the Empire to their

advantage and began working to increase their power. Amid the Assyrians

there lived a Kurdish majority, and when the Ottoman rulers turned to crack

down on Kurds, the Kurds in turn unleashed their wrath on the Assyrians. Thus

manifested the violent upheavals against the Assyrians.

 From 1842-1845, during the Massacres of Badr Khan, the Kurds butchered the

Assyrians on the Hakkari Mountains and in the vicinity of Tiyari. 10,000

Assyrians were murdered in the massacre and thousands more were



imprisoned. An unknown number of Assyrian women and children were

enslaved; many Assyrian leaders, priests and tribal heads were murdered.

Violence against the Assyrians ensued throughout the latter half of the 19th

century and included the desecration of holy sites, the kidnapping of women

and children for slavery, and massacres. Approximately 23,000 Assyrians were

murdered in the year 1860 alone.

 The Hamidean Massacre:

In August 1894 an Armenian revolt erupted in the Sason district. The Ottomans

responded to the revolt with great cruelty, murdering scores of Armenians.

Armenian protests led to further massacres of Armenians, committed by Turks

and Kurds over a three-year period. The killing initially directed at the Armenian

population quickly spread to and afflicted all Christian minorities in the Empire.

In the years 1895-1896 the Turks and Kurds butchered Assyrians in Diyarbakir

and Urhoy. Some 25,000 Assyrians were murdered in this massacre, which

became known as the “Hamidean Massacre,” named after Sultan Abdul Hamid

II.

 Rise of the Young Turks:

 In 1908, a military revolution shook the Ottoman Empire. The Young Turks, a

political party whose members were educated in Europe and sought to

establish a parliamentarian regime that would unite the various streams, seized

control. Their slogan was “unity and progress.” As more nations began

asserting their right to self-determination, and the Empire weakened as a

consequence of defeats in battle—which resulted in the Empire losing

territories in Europe and north Africa—the idea of “Pan-Turkism” took hold of

the Young Turks. At the 1911 Young Turks’ conference on unity and change the

movement announced it aim to initiate a process of “Ottomanizaton”—in

essence a process of “Turkificiation” and “Islamization”—throughout the

Empire. The direct result of this decision was the dawn of a dark era that

entailed the ethnic cleansing of the Ottoman Empire’s Christian minorities—

among them the Assyrians, the Armenians, and the Greeks.

 The Extermination:

 The Assyrian genocide was part of a policy of “Pan-Islamism” and “holy war”



(Jihad) that the Ottoman regime enacted against the Christian minorities within

the Empire: Armenians, Greeks, and Assyrians. The Ottoman Empire’s Turkish

military forces—in conjunction with armed Islamic militias (among them Kurds,

Circassians, and Chechens)—carried out the genocide. The genocide took

place mostly in 1915, nicknames “Year of the Sword.”

Western Iran

 The genocide was launched in northwest Iran, which the Turks infiltrated in

August 1914. Toward the end of 1914, Turkish and Kurdish forces successfully

entered the villages surrounding Urmia and began evacuating Assyrians from

their homes on the Ottoman-Iranian border. Upwards of 8,000 Assyrians were

evacuated by January 1915. In January 1915, Djevdet Bey, the governor of

Van, invaded Iran from the north and destroyed the Assyrian population in each

city he conquered. He also burned the Assyrian villages he encountered and

butchered the masses of refugees who attempted to flee. In February 1915, he

stated: “We cleansed the Armenians and the Syrians (the Christians) from Iran

and we’ll do so in Van as well.” On February 22, 1915 the Turkish army

beheaded 41 Assyrian leaders. During February and March the Ottomans

conquered more than 100 defenseless Assyrian villages, butchering all men,

women and children and burning the villages to the ground. Approximately

20,000 Assyrians were murdered in this spree of slaughter. When the

Ottomans reached Urmia they butchered 10,000 more Assyrians while an

additional 4,000 died of hunger and disease after their forced evacuation from

their homes. There are known cases of Turkish soldiers passing through the

homes of Persians in order to look for Assyrians and Armenians in hiding and

executing those found.

Southeast Turkey

More than half of the residents of Siirt province in the Diyarbakir district

(southeast Turkey) were Assyrians, and among them lived many Armenians.

The Chaldean archbishop resided there. In the summer of 1915, a brigade of

8,000 soldiers, known as “The Brigade of Butchers,” entered Siirt. The Turks

murdered the archbishop along with 4,000 Christians in the city of Siirt alone, in

addition to 20,000 or so Assyrians in some 30 surrounding villages.



The 300,000 Armenians and 90,000 Assyrians living in the districts of

Diyarbakir, Van and Aleppo were annihilated under the command of Rashid

Bey beginning in June 1915; thousands were murdered on-site, others were led

in convoys to the desert.

Failure of Self-Defense in the Hakkari Mountains and Urmia:

The Assyrians were successful in fending off the Turks for a few months on the

Hakkari Mountains in southeast Turkey. Finally in July 1915, the Turks broke

the Assyrian line of defense and burned the remaining villages and with it

destroyed every trace of Assyrian presence.

Following the Russian invasion of Urmia, Agha Petros commanded an Assyrian

army of volunteers that fought alongside the Entente Powers. Following the

Russian retreat from the military campaign the Assyrians were cut off, few in

number, and surrounded. After they were defeated the entire Assyrian

population of Urmia was wiped out, 200 villages were destroyed and 65,000

Assyrian refugees died in episodes of mass murder, “convoys of death,” and as

a result of hunger and disease. Several thousand refugees who managed to

make it to Turkey were massacred on arrival.

On the eve of the First World War, estimates of between 500,000 and

1,000,000 Assyrians lived in the Ottoman Empire and Iran; between 275,000

and 400,000 of them were murdered in the genocide.

The Persecution of Assyrians Following the Genocide:

In mid-1918 the British army convinced the Ottomans to grant them access to

30,000 or so Assyrians across Iran. The British decided to transport the

Assyrians from Iran to Baquba, Iraq. The transfer lasted a mere 25 days, yet

7,000 Assyrians died on the way. Some died of hunger, exhaustion and

disease, while others fell victim to attacks by Islamic and Kurdish militias. In

Iraq, too, the Assyrians suffered from similar incursions.

In 1920 the British decided to close down the camps in Baquba. The majority of

Assyrians who lived in the camps preferred to return to the Hakkari Mountains;

the rest dispersed across Iraq, where a 5,000-year-old Assyrian community

lives.



The Simele Massacre and Continued Assyrian Persecution in Iraq:

On August 7, 1933, with the help of Kurdish forces, the Iraqi military butchered

Assyrians in Simele and other parts of Iraq. Approximately 3,000 Assyrians

died that day. Since then the day is commemorated as “Assyrian Martyrs’ Day”

during which Assyrian communities around the world remember the oppression

suffered by their people throughout the decades.

In the years since the genocide and in light of their continued persecution in

Iraq, many Assyrians left their homeland. Today some 550,000 Assyrians live in

Europe. Particularly large Assyrian communities have formed in Sweden,

Germany, the United States and Australia.

During the 1988 Al-Anfal Campaign—in which 180,000 Kurds were murdered

by the Iraqi army under Saddam Hussein—hundreds of Assyrians who lived

among them were also targeted, including tens of children. When the United

States and NATO invaded Iraq in 2003, estimates of 1.5 million Assyrians lived

in the country, constituting a total of 8% of the total population. In June 2014, as

NATO forces departed Iraq, ISIS fighters seized control of the Nineveh Valley,

where the majority of Assyrians live. Approximately one million refugees fled

from their homes, of whom 40% were Assyrian. Many Assyrians have since

died at the hands of ISIS, and their sacred sites have been destroyed.

Genocide Denial:

Modern Turkey was founded in the wake of the First World War. The nation has

failed to acknowledge the Assyrian Genocide, and has even worked to deny it

and conceal it along with the Armenian Genocide. Following the economic

depression of the 1930’s, and then the Second World War, the Assyrian

Genocide failed to warrant recognition and received little attention. With the

exception of a few publications, it was not until the 1980’s that scholars began

researching and writing about the Assyrian Genocide. At first, it was seen as

part of the Armenian Genocide; only later were the two distinguished from each

other.  

Denial of the Assyrian Genocide is inherently linked to the denial of Assyrian

nationhood—one with ancient ethnic and cultural roots. The Assyrians are

termed Aramaics, Nestorians, Chaldeans, Kurdish Turks and Arab Christians.



This is to undermine their envied right to cultural, spiritual and material

treasures—all of which are thousands of years old—and on the basis of their

being one of the oldest cultures to have survived as an ethnic group. In

addition, it is to validate the denial of the systematic annihilation of the

Assyrians, and to portray the genocidal campaign as a response to the

disobedience of various Christian groups throughout the Ottoman Empire.

The European and Australian parliaments recently recognized the Assyrian

Genocide, and in the wake of these actions memorials were erected in Europe

and Australia in memory of the victims.
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In The Name of Christ (52min)!

Seyfo: Assyrian Genocide (1:40min)
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 Religious Persecution and Ethnic Genocide of Assyrians in the Middle East.!
 Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 11:39 PM in Nineveh, Assyria

Genocide!is!de&ined!as!the!deliberate!and!systematic!destruction!of!a
racial,!religious,!political,!or!ethnic!group.!!The!word,!from!the!Greek
genos,!meaning!“race,”!“nation,”!or!“tribe,”!and!the!Latin!cide,!meaning
“killing,”!originated!from!the!tragic!events!in!the!Middle!East!during!the
end!of!the!Ottoman!empire!from!1910!to!1933,!which!called!for!a!legal
concept!to!describe!the!deliberate!destruction!of!large!groups.

Holocaust!is!de&ined!as!the!deliberate!and!systematic!destruction!by
&ire!of!a!racial,!religious,!political,!or!ethnic!group.!!The!word!derives
from!the!Greek!holos,!meaning!“whole”!and!kaustos,!meaning!“burnt”.!
Long!before!the!Jewish!Holocaust!of!World!War!II,!Turks!and!Kurds
systematically!forced!Assyrians!into!wells!&illed!with!kerosene!oil!and
burned!them!to!death,!including!burning!the!churches!where!Christian
Assyrians!had!taken!refuge.

From!1843!to!1945,!the!Turks,!Kurds,!Arabs!and!Persians!committed
genocides!against!the!Assyrian!nation!and!other!Christian!peoples!in
Asia!Minor![Middle!East].!!These!international!human!rights!violations
were!crimes!against!humanity!and!served!as!examples!for!future
atrocities!of!this!manner!against!the!Jewish!people!in!Europe.!!In!these
genocides,!750,000!indigenous!Christian!Assyrians!living!in!their
ancestral!homelands!(known!today!as!the!republics!of!Turkey,!Syria,
Iraq,!and!Iran),!including!1½!million!Christian!Armenians!and!300,000
Hellenes!were!burned,!slaughtered,!and!shot!systematically.!
Defenseless!men,!women,!children,!and!the!elderly!became!victims!of
these!genocides.

Assyria,!the!land!of!the!indigenous!Assyrians!["Our!Smallest!Ally"],!was
partitioned!after!World!War!I!by!the!victorious!Allies,!and!is!currently!under!occupation!by!Kurds,!Turks,!Arabs!and
Persians.

The!Assyrians!are!a!stateless!people!and!continue!to!be!religiously!and!ethnically!persecuted!in!the!Middle!East!due!to
Islamic!fundamentalism,!Arabization!and!Kurdi&ication!policies,!leading!to!land!expropriations!and!forced!emigration!to
the!West.
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Historical timeline from 1915 to the 1958 Iraqi Revolution detailing
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Do you have any documents, photos, or other related information?  Please email
them.
Please record our elders' eyewitness accounts during the Assyrian Holocaust.
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Society

By Uzay Bulut
October 28, 2014 12:10 GMT

Why Does No-one Remember the Assyrian Victims of
Ottoman Turkey's Christian Holocaust?

You may have heard of the Armenian genocide. You've probably heard of Stalin's starvation
of the Ukrainians, and the atrocities committed by the European empires in Africa. You've
definitely heard of the Holocaust.

Yet chances are you've never heard of the Assyrian genocide, even though this was just as
brutal and costly. It was perpetrated alongside the Armenian massacre, yet only one of the
twin programmes has lived on in infamy.

The Assyrian genocide occurred 100 years ago, and decimated a people whose territory
stretched from the areas now known as Iraq, Turkey, Syria and Egypt. Today, this very same
area is the world's fiercest conflict zone, the wounds which opened a century ago showing
no sign of healing.

Which makes it all the more important that we remember the horrors inflicted on the
Assyrians all those years ago.

Ethnic cleansing

Historians today describe the Assyrian Genocide as a programme of extermination carried
out by the Ottoman Empire upon the Chaldean, Syriac and Assyrian populations. All three
peoples were Christian, and the Ottomans attempted to wipe them out during a wider
ethnic cleansing campaign, which also included the Armenian and Greek genocides.

The Assyrian extermination campaign actually lasted from 1914 to 1923, Turkey's rulers
carrying on the killing long after their empire had been dismantled. The death toll varies
depending which historical scholar or record you consult.

"Estimates on the overall death toll vary, with some contemporary reports placing the figure
at 270,000, and estimates range to as many as 750,000," reported Dr. Israel W. Charny, the
editor of two-volume Encyclopedia of Genocide and executive director of the Institute on
the Holocaust and Genocide.



Charny groups the Assyrian Genocide together with the massacre of Greeks and
Armenians in a "Christian Holocaust", which he claims was "the precursor to the Jewish
Holocaust in WWII."

"To this day, the Turkish government ostensibly denies having committed this genocide"
Charny adds.

Ottoman Jihad against native Christian populations

Sabri Atman, who is also one of the most well-known lecturers on the Assyrian Genocide,
said in an interview with the Armenian Weekly this year that the Ottoman Empire was bent
on "ethnically annihilating all non-Muslim citizens living under the Ottoman occupation, with
the objective of homogenising Turkey in accordance with their goal to create a nation of
'One Religion'.

"Their motto was 'One Nation, One Religion.' To achieve their goal, jihad (or holy war) was
declared on Nov. 14, 1914 in all of the Ottoman mosques... The main plot was to get rid of
all the Christian minorities of Turkey,."

Atman added that "Denial is a form of continuation of the genocide. It is to be killed twice."

Hannibal Travis, a Professor of Law at Florida International University, wrote an article on
the Assyrian Genocide in 2006, suggesting that "the Ottoman Empire's widespread
persecution of Assyrian civilians during World War I constituted a form of genocide... a
deliberate and systematic campaign of massacre, torture, abduction, deportation,
impoverishment, and cultural and ethnic destruction.

"Established principles of international law outlawed this war of extermination against
Ottoman Christian civilians before it was embarked upon, and ample evidence of genocidal
intent has surfaced in the form of admissions by Ottoman officials.

"Nevertheless, the international community has been hesitant to recognize the Assyrian
experience as a form of genocide."

Finally, a monument

An Assyrian genocide monument, in memory of the Assyrian victims of the Christian
genocide of the Ottoman Empire during World War One, was erected on 19 October in
Athens. The monument's opening was attended by Kyriakos Betsaras, the president of the
Assyrian Union of Greece, as well as the current and former Mayors of Athens.



Sabri Atman spoke at the ceremony, called on "Turkey and all nations around the world to
recognise this historical reality," adding: "In recent years, Assyrians have been working
diligently towards greater public awareness and worldwide recognition of the Assyrian
Genocide.

"The ethnic extermination of hundreds of thousands of our people and the destruction of
our lands forever changed the demographics of the area we called home for thousands of
years. We Assyrians standing here today are the children of a nation which was almost
completely eliminated from the face of the earth," he said.

"I'm also proud to stand in front of you today knowing that over 20 countries have officially
recognized the Armenian Genocide. It is my hope that in the future, countries will continue
to follow in this pattern, and will also include the recognition of Assyrians and Greeks as
victims of the same Genocide."

Monuments commemorating the victims of the Assyrian genocide have also been erected
in Sweden, Belgium, France, Armenia, Australia, Wales and the United States. Whether
Turkey follows suit, however, remains to be seen.
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Belinda Goodchild Feb 26, 2015

This is all part of a wider history in which Turkey alined itself to Germany in the last century and
both Countries committed horrendous mass murders and genocide but Turkey all but got away
with it, whilst we focused on the surviving Jews. At that time journalists were not ... more

flag /  like /  reply

semiramis1 Nov 4, 2014

As an Assyrian living in the diaspora, Sweden, i would like to thank you for this article about the
genocide against my nation. We suffer til today because of ignorance towards this genocide
against us. This genocide must be confessed by every state we live in. Assyrians need ... more

flag /  1  like /  reply

Michelle Owen Oct 29, 2014

Why should they? The west is so busy sucking up to Islam and wanting Turkey in NATO that
Muslims know they they can escape censure, let alone punishment, for any crime , no mater
how bad. I await the day when we pursue the descendants of the murderers and force them to
pay ... more

flag /  1  like /  reply



Estimated Assyrian Population Worldwide 
 
Below is a chart of Assyrian population worldwide. Most of the figures were obtained from the 
“Demographic Estimates” section of the Wikipedia entry for “Assyrian–Chaldean–Syriac 
diaspora” at <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assyrian–Chaldean–Syriac_diaspora>. Wikipedia 
sources for various figures are included in the footnotes below. The figures for displaced 
Assyrians from Iraq since July 2014 were obtained from the Assyrian Aid Society. 
 

Country Population Population by City or Region 
Iraq 335,000 Includes these displaced Iraqi Assyrians:  

Baghdad: 600 families  
Kirkuk: 350 families 
Sulaymaniyah: 430 to 450 families 
Dohuk: 7,000 families 
Erbil and Ankawa: 20,000 families 

Syria 900,000i  
United States 100,000ii  
Sweden 120,000  
Jordan   56,000 Includes 3,000 families displaced from Iraq 
Germany 100,000iii  
Iran   74,000iv  
Lebanon   47,000v Includes 10,000 individuals displaced from 

Iraq  
Turkey   67,000vi Includes 43,000 individuals displaced from 

Iraq 
Russia   13,649vii  
Australia   24,505viii  
Canada     8,650ix  
Netherlands   20,000  
France   20,000  
Belgium   15,000  
Georgia     3,299x  
Armenia     7,000xi Create footnote 
Brazil   10,000  
Switzerland   10,000  
Denmark   10,000  
Greece     8,000  
Great Britain     8,000  
Austria     7,000  
Italy     3,000  
Azerbaijan     1,400  
New Zealand     1,683xii  
Mexico     2,000  
Other locations 100,000  
 



                                                
i In the “Syrian Demographics” section of Syria Population 2015 at 
<http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/syria-population/>, it states, “The largest ethnic group 
(approximately 90%) in Syria is Arab, mostly classified as Levantine. Other major groups in Syria are Kurds (2 
million), Syrian Turkmen (0.75-1.5 million) and Assyrians (0.9 to 1.2 million).” 
ii American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau. Many Assyrians might be simply identified as Iraqis, 
Iranian, Syrians, Turks, or Lebanese. 
iii Syriac Christians according to REMID (of which 55,000 Syriac Orthodox). <http://remid.de/info_zahlen/>.  
iv <http://www.atour.com>. 
v Languages of Lebanon, Ethnologue "Immigrant languages: Assyrian Neo-Aramaic (1,000), Chaldean Neo-
Aramaic (18,000), Turoyo (18,000)." <http://www.ethnologue.com/country/lb>.  
vi <http://www.atour.com>.    
vii 2002 Census. 
viii 2006 Ancestry (full classification list) Australian Bureau of Statistics. 
ix "Ethnic Origin (247), Single and Multiple Ethnic Origin Responses (3) and Sex (3) for the Population of Canada." 
Statistics Canada. 2006. Retrieved 2010-06-17. 
x 2002 Eurominority - Assyrians in Georgia. <http://www.eurominority.eu/version/eng/minority-
detail.asp?id_minorites=ge-assi>.  
xi 2011 Armenian Census - De Jure Population (Urban, Rural) by Age and Ethnicity 
xii New Zealand 2006 census. 



Assyrian Church of the East Bishop Mellis of Australia.

AINA News
ISIS Demands $23 Million for Assyrian Hostages, Vigil Held in Australia
Posted 2015-05-01 20:58 GMT

(AINA) -- Assyrian church leader are reporting that ISIS has
rejected a ransom offer for the 230 Assyrians it captured on
February 23 in the Hasaka province of Syria (AINA 2015-02-23).
253 Assyrians were captured in the initial attacks on the 35
Assyrian villages on the Khabur river. 23 were subsequently
released but 230 remain in captivity, including 52 children, 84
females and 95 males.

ISIS has demanded 100,000 US dollars for each hostage, for a
total of 23 million.

Leading the negotiations with ISIS is Bishop Mellis of Australia. In
an interview with SBS Radio in Australia, Bishop Mellis said:

We are a poor nation. These people have not done anything
wrong and won't harm anyone. We as Assyrians do not
have this amount of money you are asking for.

We offered an amount of money that we cannot disclose at this time. With the amount we offered, we thought it was
acceptable, to have the return of the 230 people

After two days, they (ISIS) told us, "the amount the church offered was not acceptable. From now on, we will no longer
negotiate with you.

The hostages have been moved to Raqqa, the ISIS stronghold in Syria, and are now awaiting trial in Islamic court under Sharia law,
where a Muslim judge will decide their fate. Desperate church leaders have pleaded for assistance neighboring countries, including
Turkey, in securing the release of the Assyrian hostages.

Assyrian Candlelight Vigil Held in Melbourne, Australia

Victoria's Assyrian community came together yesterday at a Candlelight Vigil in solidarity with the 200,000 displaced Assyrians in
Northern Iraq and the 230 Assyrian hostages held by the Islamic State in north-eastern Syria since February 23, 2015.

Candlelight Vigil Held in Melbourne, Australia, in support of Assyrians in Syria and Iraq.

The event was held at Federation Square in the heart of Melbourne's Central Business District and drew a large crowd of supporters.
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Candlelight Vigil Held in Melbourne, Australia, in support of Assyrians in Syria and Iraq.

The event was attended by representatives of a wide number of Assyrian churches and organizations as well as members of Victoria's
Greek, Armenian, Coptic, Kurdish and Alevi communities. Representatives of the Victorian Council of Churches and the international aid
organisation Act for Peace were also present along with supporters from the wider Australian population.

Candlelight Vigil Held in Melbourne, Australia, in support of Assyrians in Syria and Iraq.

The solemn event was well received with the program including a minute of silence in honor of all suffering persecution and
displacement, the reading of poetry and biblical reflections and prayer.



Candlelight Vigil Held in Melbourne, Australia, in support of Assyrians in Syria and Iraq.

2 Comments

Login  or register to post a comment.
Joselph McFarlane
2015-06-08 02:04 GMT

I'm praying too because we all are part of this world. The ones here in these images are hurting because of all
this going on. I can not understand all this evil going on hurting so many innocent people and destroying
ancient places as well. Very sad.

Erome Daniel Hankore
2015-05-02 04:25 GMT

This is quite sad. But I am praying. I have been paying for these Christians since the moment I heard of their
capture in the news. I have not forgotten about them. I was joyful when God opened the doors for the 23 to be
released. With great kindness, I hope to say that you are not just keeping solidarity but lifting up holy hands in
prayer to Jesus our intercessor, that He may send His angels to release them. I pray as the early church
prayed for Peter when He was put in prison by King Herod. Yes; that was a different time. But Jesus is the
same yesterday, today and forever. I will continue to pray and ask that God release these believers. I will share
the news here as much as I am able. You are not alone. Indeed Jesus is with you and so is the worldwide
church of Jesus with you in the Spirit. ISIS is a formidable foe, but the might of our God scoffs at their power.
He only has to breathe and His wind will scatter them. May God fill our captive Christian brothers and sisters
with such joy, even in suffering. I pray that they will be made aware in their suffering for the name of Jesus that
the Spirit of God and the Spirit of glory rests upon them. Thank you for bringing this to my attention. I love you
all in the love of Christ. - Erome

© 2015 Assyrian International News Agency | Terms of Use | Site Map | Services | RSS | About AINA 
Today's Assyrian date: ����� (khzeeran) 11, 6765
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Iraqi Christians flee from Mosul after ISIS ultimatum:
Convert to Islam, pay a tax or face death

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS | July 22, 2014 | Last Updated: Jan 24 10:01 PM ET
More from The Associated Press

IRBIL, Iraq — Iraqi Christians who fled the northern city of Mosul under threat from Islamic extremists described on Tuesday
leaving behind all their possessions, as signs emerged that the crackdown on the minority was causing tensions between the radicals
and Sunni allies in the insurgency.

Most of Mosul’s Christians fled when the Islamic State group and an array of other Sunni militants captured the city on June 10
— the opening move in the insurgents’ blitz across northern and western Iraq. As a religious minority, Christians were wary of how
they would be treated by hard-line Islamic militants.

The militants imposed a deadline last Saturday for Christians to convert to Islam, pay a tax or face death. That was the final straw for
many, including Zaid Qreqosh Ishaq, 27, who was forced to flee with his family.

“We had to go through an area where they had set up a checkpoint,” he said. Islamic State group militants “asked us to get out of the
car. We got out. They took… our things, our bags, our money, everything we had on us.”

Related

TRENDING

SAFIN HAMED/AFP/Getty ImagesIraqi Christians attend a mass at the Saint-Joseph church in Arbil, the capital of the autonomous Kurdish region of northern Iraq, on July 20, 2014.



As Iraqi Christians flee for their lives, Barack Obama remains silent

Iraq war veteran may lose his 14 therapeutic ducks in dispute with Ohio town

With nothing more than the clothes on their backs, Ishaq’s family fled to the nearby self-rule Kurdish region or other areas protected
by Kurdish security forces.

Like so many of the families that fled Mosul, Ishaq’s took refuge at the St. Joseph Church in the northern Kurdish city of Irbil. But
they may be forced to move to nearby camps designated for fleeing the growing violence.

“I don’t know what is going to happen to us,” Ishaq said. “Our future is uncertain.”

The UN said on Sunday that at least 400 families from Mosul — including other religious and ethnic minority groups — had sought
refuge in the northern provinces of Irbil and Dohuk.

Mosul is home to some of the most ancient Christian communities, but the number of Christians has dwindled since 2003. On
Sunday, militants seized the 1,800-year old Mar Behnam Monastery, about 25 kilometers south of Mosul. The resident clergymen left
to the nearby city of Qaraqoush, according to local residents.

Noel Ibrahim, who fled Mosul last week with his family, said gunmen from the Islamic State group stopped cars and stole cash and
gold from women inside.

“One of the gunmen told us, `You can leave now, but do not ever dream of returning to Mosul again,'” Ibrahim said.

Irbil’s governor, Nawzad Hadi, has pledged to protect fleeing Christians and other minority groups. The territory is currently home to
more than 2 million refugees and internally displaced people from Iraq and Syria, according to the United Nations.

Meanwhile, the Army of the Men of the Naqshbandi Order – a collection of former members of Saddam Hussein’s now-outlawed
Baath party said to be helping the Islamic State group in its conquests — disassociated itself from violence against Iraq’s minority
groups.

AP PhotoThis Saturday, July 19, 2014, photo, shows an empty house of a Christian family with Arabic writing that reads, "Long
live the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant. Muslims are happy with the return of Mujahideen. God is Greater," in
Mosul, 360 kilometres northwest of Baghdad, Iraq.



“Our army is an extension of the former national Iraqi army and includes all the factions of the Iraqi people such as Sunnis, Shiites,
Arabs, Kurds, Turkmen as well as Christians, Yazdis and Sabeans who want to liberate Iraq and relieve it from subordination,” the
group said in a message posted on its official website Tuesday. “We don’t have any connection or coordination with any group …
which calls for dividing Iraq and its people on ethnic and sectarian basis.”

The Islamic State group has vowed to continue its offensive on to Baghdad, although it appears to have crested for now after
overrunning Iraq’s predominantly Sunni areas. But the country’s government has been unable to launch an effective counter-
offensive against the militants and politicians are still struggling to form a government after April elections.

In Baghdad, newly appointed Speaker of Parliament Salim Al-Jabouri said Tuesday that the only way to tackle growing violence is a
quick consensus among feuding political parties over the selection of a new government – a process which has stalled since April
elections.

“Such acts should be confronted and this can be done through the establishing of democratic institutions that will start when the
president of the republic is chosen and the Cabinet is formed,” Al-Jabouri said.

Yacoub reported from Baghdad. Associated Press writers Mehmet Guzel in Irbil and Vivian Salama in Baghdad contributed to this
report.
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SAFIN HAMED/AFP/Getty ImagesIraqi Christians pray during a mass at the Saint-Joseph church in Arbil, the capital of the
autonomous Kurdish region of northern Iraq, on July 20, 2014.



Syndicated News
Whither The Assyrians of Iraq?
By Byron Horatio
https://ricochet.com
Posted 2015-06-01 20:37 GMT

A few months, I wrote a controversial piece advocating for an
independent Kurdistan and the direct arming of the Peshmerga and
the Syrian Kurdish Peoples' Protection Units (YPG). I argued that
the Peshmerga in Iraq and the the YPG in northern Syria
represented the only competent, secular fighting forces engaged in
the war against the Islamic State. If the US continues to fight the
Caliphate by proxy, the Kurds are the best hope in keeping the heat
on ISIS' northern front.

Events the past week have cast even more doubt on the
Administration's hope that the Iraqi government is capable of
defending its largest cities against a numerically inferior foe, let
alone defeating the Islamic State in its territory. Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter has made the strongest rebuke yet stating the
obvious that the incredibly well armed Iraqi Army showed no will to fight. In contrast, the poorly-equipped but fanatical YPG broke the
siege of Kobane in January and surrounded and annihilated an ISIS mountain stronghold in Syria at the same time that ISIS held victory
parades in Ramadi.

Left out in recent discussions on Ricochet over who to support in the war against ISIS has been the Assyrian Christians. Unlike the Kurds
-- with their semi-autonomous region and army -- the Iraqi Christians had little with which to defend themselves during the onslaught of
last summer. Christians not fortunate enough to escape Mosul had their homes marked with the "nasara" (an Arabic pejorative for
Christian). And given the Islamic State's horrific penchant for sexually enslaving Yezidi teenagers and young women and slaughtering the
menfolk, the jihadists are an existential threat to what remains of Iraq's Christians.

The Assyrians are one of the oldest cultures remaining in the Middle East and were among the earliest peoples to accept Christianity in
the first century. But since much of northern Iraq fell to ISIS, over 200,000 Christians have fled to Kurdistan for safety. The ones that
remain in the Christian majority region of Nineveh it seems have finally reached the conclusion that -- if their culture is to escape
extinction -- they will need to take on the responsibility for it themselves.

Since last year, Christians in Nineveh have taken to forming their own militias like the Nineveh Plains Protection Units (NPU) and the
Dwekh-Nawsha ("Self-Sacrificers). In Syria, likewise, the Syriac Christian population has formed an armed wing while working in
conjunction with the YPG to fight both Assad and the Islamic State. It is little wonder then that given the tepid response of the US, some
American Christians -- many with a military background -- have flocked to the Peshmerga or to the Assyrian militias to fight ISIS
themselves. In the bizarro age of Facebook and Twitter, social media groups or the various anti-ISIS militias seek out westerners with
military experience to fight against a 7th century death cult. While some deride them as mercenaries, or war tourists, or unhinged, there's
no denying that they are endangering their lives to fight savages.

I am fortunate to know many Assyrian-Americans, most of whom fled from Saddam after the first Gulf War. A few have gone on to
become American citizens and either they or their children have joined the armed forces here. They express their dismay at the near total
ignorance of the plight of Christians in Iraq and they wonder how a so-called "Christian country" would pay so little attention to them. In
spite of the neglect, they are fiercely patriotic citizens and kiss the ground they now call home.

The question remains; what if anything should be done, policy-wise, to assist Iraq's Christians? Would it be prudent to provide them with
arms independent of Baghdad in the hopes that they might liberate or at least defend their communities against ISIS? In a fantasy world,
might we seek to carve out an independent Assyria in Nineveh; a Christian homeland in the heart of the Middle East akin to Israel? Or
something else entirely?

There are no comments for this article.

Login  or register to post a comment.
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Assyrians celebrate year 6765 at the Assyrian new year celebration in
Fairfield, Australia.

AINA News
Assyrians Usher in Year 6765 With Trepidation
Posted 2015-04-01 19:16 GMT

(AINA) -- Assyrians throughout the world ushered in the 6765th
year today, even as ISIS continues its genocidal campaign against
them in Syria and Iraq.

In the old Assyrian calendar, the Assyrian New Year began on
March 21, the vernal equinox, and so did the month of April. Hence
April 1st occurred on the vernal equinox. The Assyrian new year
celebration, called Akitu, was and is celebrated for 12 days,
beginning on March 21 and ending on April 1. Technically the new
year begins on march 21, but to align it with the Gregorian
calendar, today's Assyrians symbolically mark the beginning of the
new year on April 1.

Celebrations occur on all 12 days of the Akitu festival.

On March 22 the Assyrian community in Sidney celebrated the new
year, and they were joined by Australia's prime minister, Tony
Abbott.

Today the president of Armenia sent a message to the Assyrian community heralding the new year.

In Yonkers, New York the Assyrian flag was raised to honor the Assyrian new year and to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the Assyrian American Association of Yonkers, as well as the 100 anniversary of the Turkish genocide of Assyrians,
Armenians and Greeks in World War One.
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Message form Jason Kenney, Minister of Defense and Multiculturalism of Canada, to the Assyrian community in Canada on the
occasion of the 6765th Assyrian New Year.

Assyrian communities in the Unites States, Canada, Europe and the Middle East are celebrating the new year and hoping that it will be
better than the previous one, which saw the displacement of 200,000 Assyrians from their homes in the Nineveh Plains of north Iraq and
Syria, the destruction of Assyrian churches and archaeological sites and the kidnapping of hundreds of Assyrians by ISIS in Syria.

See Attacks on Assyrians in Syria
See Timeline of ISIS in North Iraq

Assyrians in Qamishle, Syria celebrating the Assyiran new year in 2013.

Assyrians in Armenia celebrating year 6765.

There are no comments for this article.
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RIGHTS: Assyrians Face Escalating Abuses in “New Iraq”
By IPS Correspondents

Lisa Söderlindh

UNITED NATIONS, May 3 2006 (IPS) - The longstanding persecution of ethnic minorities in Iraq is quietly writing the end chapter to Iraqi Assyrian history: if the world doesn’t wake up to
the plight of this people, they will soon be shoved through the door of extinction, warn patrons and human rights defenders.

The Assyrian Christian population of Iraq, historically traceable to the Mesopotamian cradle of civilisation, has increasingly become the target of both ethnic and religious attacks since the
U.S.-led invasion and the overthrow of the Saddam Hussein regime in 2003.

“Today, the situation is the worst we have ever lived in Iraq,” Andy Darmoo, head of the “Save the Assyrians” campaign, told a recent news conference at U.N. headquarters in New York.

The non-political human rights campaign, aimed at saving the Assyrian people of Iraq from oblivion and helping them reclaim their rights, was launched in January 2005 by the former
British Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Carey.

Fellow campaigner Glyn Ford, a Labour member of the European Parliament, said that torture, kidnapping, extortion, harassment, church bombings, forced religious conversion, political
disenfranchisement and property destruction are some of the deliberate human rights violations that are wreaking havoc in the lives of the hundreds of thousands of remaining Assyrians
in Iraq.

The atrocities are rapidly spreading and escalating in the Assyrian-concentrated northern region, and in cities such as Kirkuk, Mosul and Baghdad, said Darmoo.

“The dangers we are facing are even greater now than a few hundred years ago,” he continued, recalling the 13th century when Mongolian forces led by the warrior Prince Hulagu, the
grandson of Genghis Kahn, swept across ancient Mesopotamia – now Iraq – and killed an estimated 800,000 people.

According to various sources, eight to 12 percent of the Iraqi population of 26 million belongs to a Christian denomination, mostly Assyrians, Chaldeans, Armenians and Catholics.

Iraqi’s Assyrians speak a classical Syriac, an offshoot of Aramaic – the language of Jesus Christ – and most belong to one of the four churches: the Chaldean Uniate, the Syrian Orthodox
Church, the Syrian Catholic and the Assyrian Church of the East. They were estimated at around one million before the recent exodus of Assyrians seeking refuge outside Iraq.

With over half of the Assyrian Iraqi community residing in the north, primarily in the Nineveh Plains and its surrounding areas, the illegal confiscation of Assyrian lands in northern Iraq
under the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) remains a challenging issue confronting the ethnic-religious minorities, Shamiran Mako, an analyst with the Council for Assyrian Research
and Development (CARD), a Canadian-based think-tank, told IPS.

She said that since the “liberation” of Iraq, oppression has become more prevalent.

“Recently, there have been systematic measures taken by the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) officials, under the Kurdish-controlled areas to marginalise and suppress Assyrians through
the dictatorial policies of the KRG.”

There, the recent vast exodus of Assyrians has been two-fold, Mako continued: it has been due to the rise of insurgency against those residing in the targeted cities; and in the north it has
been directly as a result of the discriminatory measures of the KRG, under the auspices of the KDP and the second main Kurdish party, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK).

Though the number of refugees in the world has been declining in recent years, the international system for dealing with human displacement has reached a critical juncture, including the
challenge of a tougher climate awaiting refugees fleeing their homeland, according to a recent U.N. report on the worldwide refugee situation.

Statistics from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in October 2005 show that out of the about 700,000 Iraqis who took refuge in Syria between October 2003
and March 2005, 36 percent were Iraqi Christians.

Despite the vast number of Iraqi Assyrian refugees living under terrible conditions, Darmoo was astonished “that there is yet no help whatsoever from any quarter.”

“But we are not going to stop this time until we get our human rights,” he told IPS.

Save the Assyrians has taken their case to the British and European Parliaments. In a session devoted to human rights at the beginning of April, a resolution was passed on Iraqi
Assyrians recognising their plight and calling on the Iraqi authorities, the European Commission, the Council of the European Union, and the international community to take action.

In the months preceding the new federal Iraq, the campaign sought to influence the drafting of the country’s new constitution, which was adopted in October 2005, with respect to
Assyrians and other minorities. But despite some minor revisions, Darmoo said it did not really change anything.

“The constitution means nothing unless our rights are guaranteed by the U.N. and by the superpowers,” he told IPS. “The Iraqi government will not give us our rights – so international
pressure must be enforced,” he added.

But Mako, who represented the Assyrians at the 11th session of the U.N. Working Group on Minorities in May-June 2005, said that the world body, which has a limited presence inside
Iraq, “has not doing anything tangible”.

“The representatives on the ground are not attentive to the plight of Assyrians following the fall of Saddam’s regime,” she told IPS. “Instead, they focus on the oppression inflicted upon the
Shiites and Sunni Arabs, and the Kurds.”

However, the U.N. could play a key role by offering Assyrian refugees residing in neighbouring countries the right of return, “as it has for Kurdish settlers arriving from neighbouring Iran
and Turkey,” reasoned Mako.

Since 2005, the Council for Assyrian Research and Development has sought to record the abuses endured by Assyrians living in the heartland of northern Iraq, southeastern Turkey,
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western Iran and eastern Syria, and those in the diaspora, by way of its Assyrian Human Rights Documentation Project.

“At the current rates of ethnic cleansing, forced assimilation and migration, the indigenous Assyrian Christians will be fully eradicated from the new ‘democratic Iraq’ in less than 10 years,”
warns the first outcome paper, arguing that “the Kurdification, Arabisation, and Islamification of Iraq have left an ancient people at the doors of extinction”.

The paper argues for a special territory for Iraq’s Assyrian population and calls on the world to help secure the return of all Assyrians refugees to their ancestral homeland in northern Iraq.

“We and all other ethnic and religious parts of Iraqi society are entitled to basic human rights, same as the larger ethnic religious groups in Iraq,” Edison A. Ishaya, president of the
Assyrian Academic Society, a U.S.-based group with members worldwide, told IPS.

“We plead to the world, and especially to all brothers and sisters from all sectors of Iraqi society, for protection and basic human rights,” he said. “All we pray for is to live in peace and
continue to be a productive and contributing part of Iraqi society – as we have always been.”

 



U.N.: ISIS orders female genital mutilation in Iraq

Staff Writer, Al Arabiya News
Thursday, 24 July 2014

The al-Qaeda-Inspired Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) has ordered all girls and women between the ages of
11 and 46 in and around Iraq's northern city of Mosul to undergo female genital mutilation, the United Nations said
on Thursday.

“It is a fatwa (or religious edict) of ISIS, we learnt this this morning,” said Jacqueline Badcock, the number two U.N.
official in Iraq.

Read the latest on this story: Iraq NGO: ISIS likely to implement FGM fatwa

A family fleeing the violence in Mosul waits at a checkpoint on the outskirts of Arbil, in Iraq's Kurdistan region,
June 11, 2014. (Reuters)



The “fatwa” would potentially affect 4 million women and girls, Badcock told reporters in Geneva by videolink from
Arbil. 

“This is something very new for Iraq, particularly in this area, and is of grave concern and does need to be
addressed,” she said, according to Reuters.

“This is not the will of Iraqi people, or the women of Iraq in these vulnerable areas covered by the terrorists,” she
added. 

No one was immediately available for comment from Islamic State which has led an offensive through northern and
western Iraq.

Also read:

ISIS takes jihadists on honeymoon in Iraq and Syria

Photos surface of ISIS leader Baghdadi’s wife

ISIS unveils ‘cabinet’ lineup: report

How ISIS conquered social media

 

 The world body has “zero contact” with ISIS, but works through tribal leaders in the affected areas, Badcock said. “I
can't give you any more details until we have been on the ground to get information,” she said of the directive.

Doubts over the fatwa

The text of the purported “fatwa” being circulated on the internet, however, has raised questions of authenticity. It
appeared dated July, 11, 2013 and referred to the group as the “The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria.” Since the
group declared an “Islamic Caliphate” last month, it rebranded itself as the “Islamic State.”



 

Besides, the document appeared to be stamped in the city of Aazaz, north of the Syrian province of Aleppo. ISIS
has reportedly withdrawn from Aazaz under pressures by the Syrian Free Army several months ago.

FGM, the partial or total removal of external female genitalia, is a tradition practiced widely in many countries and
often justified as a means of suppressing a woman's sexual desire to prevent “immoral” behavior.

Female Genital Mutilation in U.S. sparks warnings

Worldwide, more than 130 million girls and women have undergone FGM and more than 700 million women alive
today were children when they were married.

The practice of FGM previously occurred only in isolated pockets of Iraq, mainly Kurdistan, according to Badcock. 

Mosul city currently has some two million people, more than half of whom are women as there are many female-
headed households in the area, she said. Several more million people live in surrounding areas, she added. 

“There are reports of rapes of women, of forced marriages,” Badcock added.
 





Assyrian and Babylonian Empires 
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Assyrians, Chaldeans and Babylonians 
 
The Chaldeans are an ancient people whose calendar is in the year 7314-7315.1 The 
Assyrians are an ancient people whose calendar is in the year 6765.2 The names of 
many modern Assyrian months are the same as the Babylonian months, and modern 
Chaldeans identify themselves as descendents of the ancient Babylonians.  
 
Chapter 11 of the Biblical Book of Genesis recounts the story of the Tower of Babel.3 
The ancient city of Babylon is about 60 miles southwest of the modern city of Baghdad. 
According to a reference in Genesis, chapter 11, verse 31, Abraham and his family were 
from Ur of the Chaldeas. The ancient Kingdoms of Assyria, Chaldea and Babylonia 
were all in the area of modern Iraq and extending out from there.  

In his article, “Who are the Chaldeans?” Dr. Ghassan Hanna Shathaya states, “The two 
names, ‘Chaldean’ and ‘Assyrian’, are still widely used to indicate [the] same nation and 
people.”4 We use the term “Assyrian Christian” in this report to refer to the very same 
people to whom Dr. Shathaya refers, namely, Christians whose ancestors were part of 
the Assyrian, Chaldean and/or Babylonian cultures in ancient times.  
 

 
Language, Alphabet 

 
Modern Assyrians speak Syriac, a dialect of Aramaic. The Syriac language is 
sometimes called “Assyrian.”  
 
The Assyrian Bible is written in Aramaic.  
 
Assyrian and Syriac are Semitic languages. Written Aramaic goes from right to 
left and is written by Christians in Arabic letters and by Jews in Hebrew letters. 
Written Syriac also goes from right to left, and is written in Syriac letters, which 
are square, as compared to Arabic letters, and which bear an auditory 
resemblance to the pronunciation of Hebrew.  
 
 

                                                
1 <http://www.kaldaya.net/2015/News/01/21_E2_ChNews.html> 
2 “Assyrians Usher in Year 6765 With Trepidation.” Assyrian International News Agency. 15 
April 2015. <http://www.aina.org/news/20150401151638.htm> 
3 Genesis, chapter 11, verses 1-9. 
4 “Who are the Chaldeans” by Dr. Ghassan Hanna Shathaya. 1999. 
<http://www.chaldeansonline.org/chald.html> 



  162 

Three Churches and Countless Monuments 
 
According to Dr. Shathaya, “In the area of religion, ‘Chaldean’ still applies to all 
Chaldean Catholics of Iraq who use the Syriac language and follow the teachings of 
Rome. The term ‘Assyrian’ is used to identify the followers of the Church of the East, 
and has been employed as a name for the Church since 1986.”5 
 
According to Narsai David, Chair Emeritus of the Assyrian Aid Society in the United 
States, the Chaldean Catholic Church is also known as the Chaldean Order of the 
Roman Catholic Church; the Church of the East is also known as the Holy Apostolic and 
Catholic Church of the East and of the Assyrians; and there is a third Chaldo-Assyrian 
church known as the Syriac Church, which was formerly called the Jacobite Church. 

This ancient people were magnificent builders and sculptors. Many of their 
archaeological treasures were preserved in the region or modern Iraq. Originals and 
replicas have been displayed in museums and at the site of excavated ruins, both in 
Iraq and around the world. 
 
 

Terminology Tightrope 
 
The website of the Office of the United Nations Special Advisor on the Prevention of 
Genocide (OSAPG) includes a document entitled, “Analysis Framework” (OSAPG 
Framework ).6 One of the bullet points in section 1 states, “History of genocide or 
related serious and massive human rights violations against a particular group; denial 
by the perpetrators.”  
 
This phraseology quantifies and typifies the realities faced by Assyrian Christians both 
now and in the past. At the same time, using the term “genocide” to refer to the 
slaughter and forced conversion of over 700,000 Assyrian Christians during the period 
between the 1870’s to 1925 may serve to pit Assyrians against those who may 
otherwise be allies.  
 
In the forum of the United Nations, and in acknowledgement of this terminology 
tightrope, we wish to declare unequivocally that we believe there was an annihilation of 
the vast majority of Assyrian Christians living under the Ottoman Empire between the 
1870’s and 1925. We further believe that the annihilation of a century ago and its 
continuing attendant denial serve as models for the present attempted annihilation of 
Assyrian Christians in Iraq and Syria. 
 

                                                
5 Ibid. 
6 Begins on page 109 of this report. “Office of the United Nations Special Advisor on the 
Prevention of Genocide (OSAPG), Analysis Framework” begins at page 109 of this report and is 
also available on the United Nations website at 
<http://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/adviser/pdf/osapg_analysis_framework.pdf> 
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Slaughter and Forced Conversion During the Middle Ages 
  
During the Middle Ages, Assyrian Christians often found themselves to be both unique 
and unwelcome, particularly in environments where Muslims believed that Christians 
must be converted or put to the sword in order to save their Christian souls, and in order 
to inure to the religious benefit of the enforcers. Assyrians were tortured, slaughtered 
and/or forced to convert by Mongols, Ottoman Turks, Kurds, Persians and Arabs dating 
back to the Mongol invasions of Mesopotamia by Hulagu Khan in the 13th century and 
Tamerlane in the 14th century. 

 

Assyrian Seyfo 
Assyrian scholars have coined the expression “Seyfo” to describe the nearly total 
annihilation of the Assyrians Christians under the Ottoman Empire. “Seyfo” means 
“sword,” and it refers to the ultimatum to convert or be put to the sword. Between 
700,000 and 750,000 Assyrian Christians were tortured, or forced to convert. Women 
and children were forced to walk on death marches where they would be beaten or shot 
for stopping except when they were told to stop. Assyrian Christian and other victims 
were forced to continue on the death march literally to the point of death, which was 
enhanced through starvation and dehydration. In addition to women and children being 
forced to march to their deaths, countless women were raped, gang raped, forced to 
convert and forced to marry. There was also forced conversion of children.  
 
We recently heard a story about an Assyrian woman who was able to escape from her 
forced marriage after the birth of her first child, because once she gave birth, they 
guarded her every step a bit less closely. The woman abandoned the child with his 
father and returned to a Christian life and a marriage to a Christian man. Her Muslim 
son of her forced marriage wanted to know his mother, so he tracked her down and 
found her, but she refused to meet with him, saying that it was simply too painful. 
Finally, late in the woman’s life, her Muslim son convinced her, together with the help of 
her Christian children. She met her Muslim son, but was only able to spend five minutes 
with him, because it was too painful for her to be in his presence for longer; being in his 
presence reminded her of her torture and she found the pain to be intolerable. 
 
This Muslim man was known from his youth as an infidel because his mother had been 
a Christian and she had abandoned him in order to free herself from her forced 
marriage and coerced and tortured life. During the latter years of this Muslim man’s life, 
he kept in touch with his Christian half-brothers, and when he died, he was still known in 
his community as infidel. We believe that “infidel” was written on his grave as part of his 
name. 
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The following articles are attached to this report: 
 
Assyrian Genocide Educational Document 1 - The Center for the Study of Genocide and 
Human Rights at Rutgers University carries a page on its website entitled “The Assyrian 
Genocide, 1914 to 1923 and 1933 up to the present” 
<http://www.ncas.rutgers.edu/center-study-genocide-conflict-resolution-and-human-
rights/assyrian-genocide-1914-1923-and-1933-pres>7 
 
Assyrian Genocide Educational Document 2 - “Assyrian Genocide.” The Combat 
Genocide Association. <http://combatgenocide.org/?page_id=1058>8 
 
Assyrian Genocide Educational Document 3 - “Religious Persecution and Ethnic 
Genocide of Assyrians in the Middle East.” Atour, the State of Assyrian. 10 June 2015. 
<http://www.atour.com/holocaust/>9 
 
Assyrian Genocide Educational Document 4 - “Why Does No-one Remember the 
Assyrian Victims of Ottoman Turkey's Christian Holocaust?” By Uzay Bulut. 
International Business Times. 28 October 2014. <http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/why-does-
no-one-remember-assyrian-victims-europes-christian-holocaust-1472128> 10 
 
Monuments commemorating the victims of the Assyrian Seyfo have been erected in 
Armenia, Australia, Belgium, France, Sweden, the United States and Wales. During 
2015, in conjunction with the Armenian observance of the 100th anniversary of its 
people’s annihilation, the government of Armenia formally recognized the simultaneous 
annihilation of Assyrians.  
 
 

Semel Massacre of 1933 and Anfal Campaign 
 

In 1933, 6500 Assyrian women, children and unarmed elders were massacred at the 
hands of the Iraqi government. This is known as the Semel Massacre or Simele 
Massacre. 
 
During the Anfal Campaign led by Iraq President Saddam Hussein, approximately 
100,000 Iraqi citizens were murdered. The victims were primarily Kurds and the Anfal 
Campaign is often referred to as the Kurdish Genocide. During the campaign, Assyrian 
Christians, Yezidis, Shabaks, Turkmen and Mandeans were also targeted.  
 

 

                                                
7 Begins on page 131 of this report. 
8 Begins on page 133 of this report. 
9 Begins on page 140 of this report. 
10Begins on page 141 of this report. 
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Ethnic Cleansing of One Million Assyrian Christians  
From 1990-1991 to 2014 

 
Beginning around the time of the First Iraq War in 1991, a quiet and little known ethnic 
cleansing was launched. Between its onset and July of 2014, 1 million Assyrian 
Christians were eliminated from Iraq. The evidence of this ethnic cleansing is in the 
stories of individuals and in the changes in the overall population assessment. 
According to the literature, there were between 1.4 and 1.5 million Assyrian Christians 
living in Iraq in 1990 and 1991. In July 2014, when Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”) 
forces gave ultimatums to Assyrian Christians to convert, pay a religion tax, leave or be 
killed, the Assyrian Christian population in Iraq and the KRG was only 400,000.  
 
These are some of the stories about the ethnic cleansing of the 1 million Assyrian 
Christians from Iraq: Individuals affiliated with al Qaida, or other operatives, murdered 
Assyrian Christians one at a time or in small numbers. Sometimes the operatives would 
give an ultimatum to an Assyrian Christian to convert or be killed. When the Christian 
did not convert, s/he was then murdered. 
 
Murders were sometimes coordinated with extortion. A Christian family or individual 
would be required to pay a large sum of money. Sometimes it was difficult or impossible 
for them to pay the amount request and they would be forced to flee quickly in order to 
avoid torture and death. Sometimes the Assyrian Christian could afford the one time 
payment, but it became difficult or impossible to continue pay out the sum—or additional 
required sums—repeatedly over time. Those not able to make the repeated payments 
were murdered. Sometimes, Assyrian Christians would plan an escape and then make 
the payment and leave immediately afterward. Some Assyrian Christians would relocate 
to a different part of Iraq in hopes of not being harassed or extorted there. Others left 
the country. Many Assyrian Christians who had the means and connections immigrated 
to North America or Europe. 
 
During this period of ethnic cleansing, there were many checkpoints in Iraq. Iraqis are 
required to carry ID cards. Iraqi ID cards state the person’s faith on the back, so it was 
easy for operatives working at checkpoints to target the Assyrian Christians for 
harassment and worse. During that period, checkpoints would suddenly appear in 
places where there hadn’t been one before, so there was no way for Assyrian Christians 
to completely avoid the checkpoints, and this was reason that many left the country. 
 
There is a story about an Assyrian Christian man who was told to convert and he 
refused. The man was beheaded and the beheading was videotaped. The videotape 
was shown in Mosul Province in order to shock and horrify Christian residents. It also 
had the effect of causing some Assyrian Christians to relocate to another part of Iraq or 
to leave the country. 
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Assyrian Christian Estimated Population 
 
As mentioned above, between 1990-1991 and 2014, the Assyrian Christian population 
of Iraq was reduced from between 1.4 and 1.5 million to just under 400,000. The chart 
of Estimated Assyrian Population Worldwide on pages 143 and 144 of this report 
demonstrates that there is no place in the world where 1 million Assyrian Christians live 
now, except Syria. Furthermore, when adding together all Assyrian Christian 
populations in Europe and North America, one also does not arrive at 1 million. 
 
According to the article entitled, “RIGHTS: Assyrians Face Escalating Abuses in ‘New’ 
Iraq” published on 3 May 2006, there were approximately 252,000 Assyrian Christian 
refugees from Iraq living in Syria as of then.11 We have not found statistics on the 
number of Assyrian Christians who emigrated from Iraq to Syria between 2006 and 
2014, nor do we know whether the number of Assyrian Christians murdered between 
1991 and 2014 was in the tens of thousands or hundreds of thousands. 
 
The general public may not have known about this ethnic cleansing, but it was certainly 
known to the al Qaida and other operatives perpetrating it. The connection between al 
Qaida actors and the present Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIS”) actors leads one to 
believe that the present ultimatums and actions against Assyrian Christians are an 
expediting of the process carried out slowly and insidiously in the background until July 
2014. If this process continues unchecked, as fighting and exchange of territory 
continues between Iraq, the KRG and the Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIS”), it is only a 
matter of time until the present genocide is completed and the Assyrian Christian 
population of Iraq will be extinct. 
 

 

                                                
11 Begins at pages 154 of this report. “RIGHTS: Assyrians Face Escalating Abuses in “New 
Iraq.” By Lisa Söderlindh. Inter Press Service. 3 May 2006. 
<http://www.ipsnews.net/2006/05/rights-assyrians-face-escalating-abuses-in-new-iraq/> 
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Assyrian Christians Forced to Mark Their Homes 
 

In July 2014, Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”) forces began targeting Assyrian 
Christians by requiring them to place the letter nun on their homes in order to single 
them out. Christians and others around the world became aware of this through the 
media and social media. Supporters began placing signs like the one below on 
Facebook and other social media to demonstrate their solidarity with the persecuted.  
 
 

 
 

During this solidarity effort, it became evident that most people of faith are not aware 
that Assyrians are Christians or that the Assyrian Christian community is an ancient 
Christian community and that it is, in fact, the oldest continuous Christian community in 
the world.  
 
 

Forced to Flee 
 

Shortly thereafter, Assyrian Christians were issued ultimatums by Terrorist State (“so-
called-ISIL”) forces. The first ultimatum required them to convert or pay a religion tax or 
leave their homes or be killed.12 Later, Assyrian Christians were routed from their homes 
and forced to flee, no matter what.  
 
Over 200,000 Iraqi Assyrian Christians were forced to flee their homes and 
possessions. There are also stories of Assyrian Christians being stopped at checkpoints 
and having their remaining personal possessions confiscated. 
 
                                                
12 “Iraqi Christians flee after Isis issue Mosul ultimatum” BBC News. 18 July 2014. 
<http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28381455> 
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Sexual Violence 

 
We have been informed that since July 2014, hundreds of Assyrians Christians were 
murdered and hundreds of Assyrian women were kidnapped. We have also been 
informed that kidnapped Assyrian Christian women were taken in chains, forced to 
convert, forced to wear full hijab, and forced to marry or become concubines. We have 
also heard that as many as 200 Assyrian Christian women have been enslaved as sex 
slaves.  
 
There is a program in Germany for treating of 1000 of the women and girls who are 
survivors of sexual violence at the hands of Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”). There are 
Christians among these 1000 women and girls. 

 
Early on, after the kidnapping of hundreds of Assyrian women, an Assyrian man 
received a desperate telephone call from his sister. His sister informed him that she was 
being held in a prison with hundreds of other women. “Bomb us!” she implored her 
brother. “Bomb us! Or get us out of here!”  
 
The request to “bomb us!” is one that we have heard from Yezidi women and girls in 
captivity who were being raped repeatedly and gang raped. These types of desperate 
calls are generally made at a moment when a victim is able to obtain clandestine access 
to a telephone.  
 
 

No Refugee Camps and No Humanitarian Aid 
 
We were informed that no government or NGO offered refugee camps to the 200,000 to 
250,000 Assyrian Christians in Iraq who were forced to flee their homes during the 
summer of 2014. In addition, neither the Republic of Iraq central government, nor the 
Kurdistan Regional Government, has provided shelter, food, water, medicine or hygiene 
supplies to Assyrian Christians from July and August 2014 to the present. 
 
We are aware of one exception, namely a group of Assyrian Christians from a particular 
community who were, in fact, offered a refugee camp in an area far from anyone they 
knew, and far from any opportunity to find employment. Because of the events 
described elsewhere in this report, Assyrian Christians were leery about settling in 
areas where they didn’t know anyone, and they were also leery about relying upon Iraq 
central government or the KRG to provide consistent humanitarian aid. For these 
reasons, they declined the offer of a refugee camp. 
 
Through a coordinated effort by the Assyrian Christian community in Iraq and the 
Diaspora, Assyrian Christian NGO’s resettled the over 200,000 Assyrian Christians in 
Iraq, Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon. The chart on pages 143 and 144 depicts the 
estimated Assyrian Christian population worldwide. The far right hand column includes 
notations about the location of Assyrian Christian refugees from Iraq and the number of 
refugees in each location.  
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Assyrian Christian NGO’s have coordinated grant funding from governments outside 
Iraq, as well as from other NGO’s in order to provide food, medicine and hygiene 
supplies to Assyrian Christian refugees. This situation is not ideal and not sustainable.  
 
We call upon the United Nations and member nations to provide direct funding and 
delivery of food, medicine and hygiene products, as well as fresh water where needed, 
to the over 200,000 Iraqi Assyrian Christian refugees. Assyrian Christian NGO’s, that 
are carrying the burden now, stand ready help. However, based on the continued 
fighting with, and takeovers by, the Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”) within Iraq and the 
KRG, it appears likely that the armed conflict will continue for years, and that it will be 
years before the refugees can return to their homes to resettle. It is, therefore, not 
realistic for Assyrian Christian NGO’s to carry the burden alone for the next few to 
several years. 
 
We also call upon the United Nations to also provide UNHRC tents or temporary prefab 
housing to all Assyrian Christian refugee families and communities who need them and 
wish to receive them.  

 
Oil 

  
Nineveh Province is the indigenous homeland of Assyrian Christians, and it was home 
to most of the over 200,000 Assyrian Christians forced from their homes this past 
summer. We wish to point out that the Nineveh Plain is oil rich, and this is likely to be 
one of the reasons for the competition between the Iraq central government, the KRG 
and the Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”) for control of the region. 
 
On 28 May 2015, the United Nations Security Council approved a resolution targeting 
funding sources for the Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”).13 It is our hope that this 
resolution will be brought to the attention of many nations and that there will be  
some modicum of compliance by those who are presently purchasing oil from the 
Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”) at under market prices.  
 
 

                                                

13 Begins on page 19 of this report. “Security Council approves resolution targeting sources of 
financing for ISIL.” UN News Centre. 12 February 2015.  
<http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50067#.VXUJWWAf_ao>  
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Confiscation of Property 
 

In the article entitled, “RIGHTS: Assyrians Face Escalating Abuses in ‘New Iraq,’ ”14 Lisa 
Söderlindh writes about the confiscation of Assyrian lands in Northern Iraq and the 
KRG. Söderlindh goes on to state, “Recently, there have been systematic measures 
taken by the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) officials, under the Kurdish-controlled 
areas to marginalize and suppress Assyrians through the dictatorial policies of the 
KRG.”15 Söderlindh’s article was published on 3 May 2006. 
 
Assyrian colleagues have informed us that they recently received photographs of a 
Kurdish bulldozer moving a fence that protects Assyrian property abandoned by 
Assyrian Christians when they were forced by Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”) forces to 
flee their homes during the summer of 2014. 
 
Beginning at page 115 of this report, there is document in Arabic prepared by the 
Assyrian Aid Society, listing over 40 Assyrian Christian venues destroyed in Nineveh 
Province as of 10 June 2015. 
 
We are very concerned that Assyrian Christian refugees are facing confiscation from all 
sides: real property is being encroached and/or confiscated by both the Terrorist State 
(“so-called-ISIL”) and the Kurds. Personal property is being confiscated at checkpoints. 
Taken together with all of the other factors described in this report, we believe that these 
realities create a composite of a “gentlemen’s genocide” where few bullets are fired and 
no one is starving, but where the people cannot remain in the area, and must either pick 
up and leave or risk losing everything, including their lives and the sanctity of their 
women’s bodies. 
 
 

Call for Protection 
 
We call upon the United Nations to provide an international protection force in 
accordance with Section 2 of the OSAPG Framework,16 to police the areas where 
Assyrian Christian refugees are living in Iraq in order to prevent the targeting of these 
refugees as easy prey for Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”) forces, and to also protect 
Assyrian Christians from others who may wish to harm them. We believe that the 
providing of such a protection force is essential since the Iraq central government is not 

                                                
14 “RIGHTS: Assyrians Face Escalating Abuses in “New Iraq.” By Lisa Söderlindh. Inter Press 
Service. 3 May 2006. <http://www.ipsnews.net/2006/05/rights-assyrians-face-escalating-abuses-
in-new-iraq/> 
15 Ibid. 
16 Begins on page 109 of this report. Office of the UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of 
Genocide (OSAPG) legal definition of genocide and framework for determining and addressing 
the prevention of genocide. 
<http://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/adviser/pdf/osapg_analysis_framework.pdf> 
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able to provide for their protection at this time, and the KRG, which is active in the 
region, is also not able to do so. 
 
When the violence in Iraq and the KRG subsides to the point where Assyrian Christians 
can begin to return to their homes, we call upon the United Nations to relocate the 
international protection force to the region where Assyrian Christians will begin to 
rebuild. 
 
In view of the history of atrocities against Assyrian Christians by those wishing to force 
them to convert or be killed, and in view of the Iraq central government not being able to 
protect Assyrian Christians, and in view of the fact that the KRG claims rights to the 
Nineveh Plain, but is not able to protect Assyrian Christians, we believe that it is 
essential to create and implement a plan for the training and arming of an Assyrian 
Christian protection force, such as the existing Nineveh Plain Protection Unit so it can 
develop the capacity to police its own areas while the United Nations protection force is 
available, and to eventually take over the policing and security function for the Assyrian 
Christian community in the Nineveh Plain region. 
 
 

Syria 
 
We are not familiar with the specifics concerning the plight of Assyrian Christians in 
Syria. To the best of our knowledge, Assyrian Christian refugees are placed in Syrian 
refugee camps and do receive humanitarian aid.  
 
Some months ago, Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”) actors kidnapped over 250 Assyrian 
Christian men, women and children from the area of the Khabour River in Syria and 
demanded a ransom of $1million per hostage. Eventually, some hostages were 
released, but to the best of our knowledge, 230 remain in custody. There were reports 
of a reduced demand of $30 million for all of the hostages, and a further reduced 
demand of $23 million. The Assyrian Church of the East in Australia negotiated with the 
Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”). In a media article issued 1 May 2015, it states:17 
 

Leading the negotiations with ISIS is Bishop Mellis of Australia. In an interview 
with SBS Radio in Australia, Bishop Mellis said: 
 
We are a poor nation. These people have not done anything wrong and won't 
harm anyone. We as Assyrians do not have this amount of money you are asking 
for. 
 
We offered an amount of money that we cannot disclose at this time. With the 
amount we offered, we thought it was acceptable, to have the return of the 230 
people. After two days, they (ISIS) told us, "the amount the church offered was 

                                                
17  “ISIS Demands $23 Million for Assyrian Hostages, Vigil Held in Australia.” Assyrian 
International News Agency. 1 May 2015.  <http://www.aina.org/news/20150501165829.htm> 
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not acceptable. From now on, we will no longer negotiate with you. 
 
The hostages have been moved to Raqqa, the ISIS stronghold in Syria, and are 
now awaiting trial in Islamic court under Sharia law, where a Muslim judge will 
decide their fate. Desperate church leaders have pleaded for assistance 
neighboring countries, including Turkey, in securing the release of the Assyrian 
hostages. 

 
According to the article, the hostages consist of 95 men, 84 women and 52 children. 

 
 

Female Genital Mutilation 
 

During the summer of 2014, there were announcements that the Terrorist State (“so- 
called-ISIL”) had ordered all girls and women between the ages of 11 and 46 in and 
around Mosul, Iraq to undergo female genital mutilation. On 24 July 2014, Al Arabiya 
News carried an article entitled, “U.N.: ISIS orders female genital mutilation in Iraq” in 
which it states,18 
 

“It is a fatwa (or religious edict) of ISIS, we learnt this this morning,” said 
Jacqueline Badcock, the number two U.N. official in Iraq. 
 
The “fatwa” would potentially affect 4 million women and girls, Badcock 
told reporters in Geneva by videolink from Arbil.  
 
“This is something very new for Iraq, particularly in this area, and is of 
grave concern and does need to be addressed,” she said, according to 
Reuters. 
 
“This is not the will of Iraqi people, or the women of Iraq in these 
vulnerable areas covered by the terrorists,” she added.  
 
No one was immediately available for comment from Islamic State which 
has led an offensive through northern and western Iraq. 

 
Representatives of the Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”) later responded to questions 
about female circumcision and virginity surgery by denying it on the one hand, and 
stating on the other hand that this is no one’s business and to “stay out of it.” Later, 
messages were circulated in social media stating that the fatwa was a fake. We have 
not seen any follow up on this issue.  
 

                                                
18 Begins on page 157 of this report. U.N.: ISIS orders female genital mutilation in Iraq.” Al 
Arabiya News. 24 July 2014. <http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2014/07/24/-
ISIS-order-female-genital-mutilation-in-Iraq.html> 
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Yezidi History, Faith and Culture 
 
The Yezidis are indigenous to Northern Iraq and have their own unique religion, ethnicity and 
culture. The Yezidi calendar is in the year 6765 and the Yezidis use Babylonian names for 
many of the months of the year. The holiest Yezidi shrine is at Lalish, which Yezidis believe is 
the location of the Garden of Eden. Lalish is in Sinjar Province. The area in and around Sinjar 
Province has been the Yezidi homeland for over 6000 years.  
 
Presently, there are 800,000 Yezidis worldwide, of which approximately 550,000 are presently 
in Iraq. In addition, approximately 23,000 Iraqi Yezidis are in refugee camps in Turkey and 
7,000 to 8,000 are in refugee camps in Syria. Between 100,000 and 120,000 Yezidis live in 
Germany. Smaller numbers live in Russia, Armenia and possibly Georgia.1 Very small 
numbers live other nations in the European Union, United States and Canada.2 
 
Yezidis are monotheists and believe themselves to be descendants of the Biblical Adam, but 
not Eve. They have a flood story, they believe in Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Mohammed, 
they circumcise their males and they have a water immersion ritual. Yezidis believe in seven 
archangels, including Tawsi Melek, the peacock angel, whom Christians associate with 
Lucifer and Muslims with Shaitan. Yezidis also believe in reincarnation and they have a caste 
system. 
 
The Yezidi religion is an oral tradition. Their persecutors sometimes site the fact that they do 
not have a holy book as justification for eradicating them or forcing them to convert. According 
to Yezidi tradition, large numbers of their people migrated to India many thousands of years 
ago; and 4,000 years ago, they migrated back. This Yezidi migration may have led to the 
adoption of the caste system and belief in reincarnation. According to Yezidi tradition, there 
was also a Yezidi migration to Persia where they may have adopted elements of the 
Zoroastrian faith. Over the centuries, Yezidis have also lived among Jews, Christians and 
Muslims in Northern Iraq, Persia and the Ottoman Empire, and they appear to have adopted 
elements of these faiths as well. 
 
During the 12th century C.E., Sheikh Adi ibn Mustafa reformed the Yezidi faith and practice. 
Sheikh Adi was a Sufi, believed to be a descendant of the Umayyad’s. Yezidis believe that 
Sheikh Adi was the incarnation of a divine being, perhaps Tawsi Melek, the peacock angel. 
Yezidis believe that Sheikh Adi was sent to help them reform their faith.3  
 
Sheikh Adi reformed the Yezidi caste system and guided Yezidis to prohibit conversion into or 
out of their faith in order to avoid the infiltration of Yezidism by people who wished to join the  

                                                
1 To the best of our knowledge, Yezidi leaders in Iraq and the west have no contact with Yezidis in 
Georgia. Many believe that most or all of the Yezidis of Georgia have immigrated to Russia or 
elsewhere.  
2 See Estimated Yezidi Population Worldwide chart beginning on page 105 of this report. 
3 “From Flood to Sheikh Adi,” et seq. subsections of “Yezidi Religious Tradition.” YezidiTruth.org, 
The Truth About Yezidis. 2009-2011. <http://www.yeziditruth.org/yezidi_religious_tradition> 
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faith in order to cause trouble.4 Presently, Yezidis have three castes, known as Sheikh, Pir 
and Murid. The Sheikh caste has three sub classes, known as Faqir, Qewel and Kochek.5 The 
caste or class to which a Yezidi belongs determines his or her religious roles and governs 
whom s/he may marry. 
 
 

Slaughter and Forced Conversion of Yezidis for 700 Years and Counting 
 
At the time of Sheikh Adi, there were approximately 24 million Yezidis living in and around the 
Yezidi homeland in what is now Northern Iraq. During the centuries following the reformation 
of Sheikh Adi, Yezidi society strengthened and flourished, and their faith began to evolve 
away from similarities to Islam. In the early 15th century, Muslim leaders began to view 
Yezidis as apostates—that is, people who have converted out of the religion. Muslims also 
saw Yezidis as rivals for political power, and tensions led to violence.  
 
From the beginning of the 15th century to the end of the Ottoman Empire in 1922, the Yezidi 
population was reduced from 24 million to approximately 1 million through approximately 70 
farman (meaning “decree” in Turkish) issued against Yezidis by Turkish, Kurdish and Arab 
Pashas who proceeded to have Yezidis slaughtered and/or forced to convert. Because of the 
Yezidi prohibition against conversion into or out of their faith, Yezidis forced to convert to 
Islam were not allowed to return to the Yezidi faith, and neither were their descendants. 
 
Yezidis also suffered atrocities during Saddam Hussein’s Anfal Campaign. Then, in 2007, 700 
Yezidis were killed in two coordinated car bombings. Yezidis remember the farman against 
them as part of their religion and it is included in Yezidi prayer. We believe that the eradication 
of approximately 23 million Yezidis over 700 years, reducing the Yezidi population from 24 
million to under 1 million is a form of slow genocide. We also believe that the practice of 
slaughtering Yezidis and forcing them to convert has become part of the cultural thinking of 
Muslims in the region, and we believe that it has been adopted by members and supporters of 
the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”).  
 
Yezidi persecutors have used numerous justifications over the centuries: Yezidis believe in 
the peacock angel, Tawsi Melek, which many Muslims consider to be devil worship. Yezidis 
do not have a written scripture. Also, the name “Yezidi” is similar to the name of Yazid ibn 
Muawiya, a Muslim caliph who lived in the 7th century and is known for causing tragedy in 
Karbala, and causing the beheading of Imam Hussein, son of Fatima, and grandson of the 
Prophet Mohammed.6 Present spoken or unspoken reasons may also include the fact that 
their homeland is oil rich. 

                                                
4 “Yezidi Reformer: Sheikh Adi (I). YezidiTruth.org, The Truth About Yezidis. 2009-2011. 
<http://www.yeziditruth.org/yezidi-reformer-sheikh-adi> 
5 The terms Sheikh, Pir, Murid, Faqir and Qewel denote religious roles among Sufis.  
6 Begins on pages 35 and 38 of this report.  <http://www.yezidihumanrights.org/yezidi-genocide.php> 
for an overview of some of the genocidal attacks on Yezidis from 637 to 1917. Also see 
<https://www.yezidis- assyrians.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Yezidi-Timeline-1805-to-2014.pdf> 
for a description of genocidal attacks on Yezidis from 1805 to 2014.  
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The Present Yezidi Genocide 
 
During the summer of 2014, forces of the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) gave Yezidis an 
ultimatum: convert or be killed. According to Yezidis International based in the United States 
and Yezidi Human Rights International-Organization based in Canada, some Yezidis who 
agreed to convert have also been murdered. Over 420,000 Yezidis have been forced from 
their homes, 11,000 have been murdered, hundreds of Yezidi families representing thousands 
of Yezidi individuals have been held hostage, over 7,000 women and girls have been 
kidnapped and enslaved as sex slaves, over 2,000 boys have been forced to convert and train 
as child soldiers. There have been reports of Yezidi child soldiers killed in fighting. There is 
also untold other Yezidi suffering. 
 
According to the information and reporting in the attached Sexual Slavery Document 4, some 
modern Muslim leaders in the Middle East believe that slavery is presently sanctioned in 
Islam, beating Yezidis until they submit to conversion is for the benefit of the Yezidi, and 
“Yezidis should be thankful” for serving as sexual slaves.7  
 
Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict Zainab Bangura is quoted in Sex Slavery Document 1 as stating, “Women and girls 
are at risk and under assault at every point of their lives.” Bangura emphasized that the threat 
of brutality followed them “every step of the way… in the midst of active conflict, in areas 
under control of armed actors, at check-points and border crossings, and in detention 
facilities.”8 
 
Additional information and reporting regarding the sexual slavery of Yezidis and others at the 
hands of the “so-called ISIL” is available in Sexual Slavery Documents 1 through 9 on pages 
39 through 87 of this report. 
 
The total number of Yezidi women and girls who are sex slaves in captivity varies from report 
to report. During hearings held by the United States Congressional Foreign Relations 
Committee on 30 April 2015, an expert testified that 5,000 enslaved Yezidis were listed by 
name, apparently based on reports received from Yezidis regarding the women and girls 
kidnapped from their families.9 
 

                                                
7 Begins at page 68 of this report. “Jihadi bride: ‘I rejoiced when we had our first sex slave,’” by Robert 
Spencer. 22 May 2015. <http://www.jihadwatch.org/2015/05/jihadi-bride-i-rejoiced-when-we-had-our-
first-sex-slave>  
8 Begins at page 39 of this report. “Senior UN official warns of ‘widespread and systematic’ sexual 
violence in Syria, Iraq.” UN News Centre. 7 May 2015. 
<http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50794#.VXdOQmAf_ao> 
9 On 30 April 2015, a briefing was hosted by U.S. Representatives Alcee Hastings (Florida’s 20th 
Congressional District) and Theodore E. "Ted" Deutch (Florida’s 21st Congressional District), entitled, 
“ISIS' Involvement in Human Trafficking Briefing before the United States Congressional Foreign 
Relations Committee.” The information cited here is part of the testimony that begins at minute 40 of 
the recording at <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-Tmoxmipyk> 
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According to Yezidi leaders and verbal reports by representatives of the International 
Association for Human Values (“IAHV”) in Northern California, over 10,000 Yezidis were 
murdered during the takeover of Yezidi communities by the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”). 
Many women and children were forced to watch their husband and father beheaded or 
otherwise murdered. In addition, IAHV representatives informed us that 1,000 children died of 
dehydration and related conditions on Sinjar Mountain, which was under siege between 
August and December 2014. 
 
According to Yezidis and IAHV representatives, forces of the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) 
chased Yezidi women, children and elderly up Sinjar Mountain, mercilessly requiring them to 
keep up a fast pace or be killed. Women on Sinjar Mountain informed relief workers, family 
members and others that women—many of whose husbands had been murdered before their 
eyes, and whose sons had been kidnapped or murdered before their eyes—were running up 
the mountain holding two tiny children, perhaps one an infant and one a toddler. They were 
not able to keep up the pace and hold both children, so they would put one down and 
immediately Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) forces would murder that child.  
 

 
Child Soldiers 

 
According to Yezidi leaders, over 2,000 Yezidi boys have been kidnapped, forced to convert 
and forced to serve as child soldiers. According to media reports, some Yezidi child soldiers 
have already been killed in battle.10 
 
Since the Yezidi faith does not allow conversion into or out of the faith and culture, and since 
Yezidi children become educated in their faith and culture, these Yezidi boys are at particular 
risk of feeling that there is no hope of being accepted back into their community. This—
coupled with the stories we hear that all deserters of the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) are 
hunted and murdered—is likely the reason that, to the best of our knowledge, no Yezidi child 
soldiers have escaped and returned to their communities. 

 
Sex Slavery 

 
Muslim leaders who, to the best of our knowledge, are not outwardly affiliated with the “so-
called ISIL” appear to be justifying sexual slavery by Muslims during this period of human 
history. Sex Slavery Document 4 is entitled, “Jihadi bride: “I rejoiced when we had our first sex 
slave.”11 In the article, Egyptian Sheikh Abu-Ishaq al-Huwayni and the female Kuwaiti 
politician, Salwa al-Mutairi are quoted as defending both slavery and sexual slavery in modern  

                                                
10 Begins at page 93 of this report. “Report: ISIS Forcing Captive Yazidi Children to Train as Child 
Jihadis.” By Mary Chastain. Breitbart. 12 May 2015. <http://www.breitbart.com/national-
security/2015/05/12/report-isis-forcing-captive-yazidi-children-to-train-as-child-jihadis/> 
11 “Jihadi bride: ‘I rejoiced when we had our first sex slave,’” by Robert Spencer. 22 May 2015. 
<http://www.jihadwatch.org/2015/05/jihadi-bride-i-rejoiced-when-we-had-our-first-sex-slave> 
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times. The article also contains a quote by a Muslim women stating, “I rejoiced when we had 
our first sex slave, forced sex ISN’T rape and they should be thankful.”12  
 
There is a great deal of literature on the brutal and horrific sex slavery perpetrated by actors of 
the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”), particularly against Yezidi women and girls, but also 
against other females. Below is a list of all of the relevant documents included in this report. 
(Please refer to the Table of Contents to find the page number where each report begins.” 
 
Sex Slavery Document 1 - “Senior UN official warns of ‘widespread and systematic’ sexual 
violence in Syria, Iraq.” UN News Centre. 7 May 2015. 
<http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50794#.VXdOQmAf_ao> 
 
Sex Slavery Document 2 - “Escape from Hell, Amnesty International Report on torture sexual 
slavery in Islamic State captivity in Iraq.” Amnesty International. 2014. 
<http://www.amnesty.org.uk/sites/default/files/escape_from_hell_-
_torture_and_sexual_slavery_in_islamic_state_captivity_in_iraq_-_english_2.pdf?> 
 
Sex Slavery Document 3 - “Iraq: ISIS Escapees Describe Systematic Rape.” Human Rights 
Watch. 15 April 2015. <http://www.hrw.org/news/2015/04/14/iraq-isis-escapees-describe-
systematic-rape> 
 
Sex Slavery Document 4 - “Jihadi bride: ‘I rejoiced when we had our first sex slave,’” by 
Robert Spencer. 22 May 2015. <http://www.jihadwatch.org/2015/05/jihadi-bride-i-rejoiced-
when-we-had-our-first-sex-slave> 
 
Sex Slavery Document 5 - “UN Official: ISIS forces girls to undergo virginity surgeries, marry 
them off 20 times,” by Mary Chastain. Breitbart. 8 May 2015. 
<http://www.breitbart.com/national-security/2015/05/08/un-official-isis-forces-girls-to-undergo-
virginity-surgeries-marry-them-off-20-times/> 
 
Sex Slavery Document 6 - “Yazidi Victims of Mass Rape Threatened with Death upon 
Release from ISIS Captivity,” by Dr. Phyllis Chesler. Breitbart. 28 May 2015. 
<http://www.breitbart.com/national-security/2015/05/28/yazidi-victims-of-mass-rape-
threatened-with-death-upon-release-from-isis-captivity/>  
 
Sex Slavery Document 7 - “Islamic State and the changing rights of Yazidi women,” by Rachel 
Browne. MacClean’s. April 15, 2015. <http://www.macleans.ca/society/islamic-state-and-
changing-womens-rights-for-yazidis/> 
 
Sex Slavery Document 8 - “Isis Fighters Force Yazidi Girl to Recite Verses from Koran as they 
Rape her,” by Rachel Browne. 15 April 2015. <http://www.macleans.ca/society/islamic-state-
and-changing-womens-rights-for-yazidis/> 

                                                
12 Ibid. 
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Sex Slavery Document 9 - “ISIS rapists pour boiling water on teenage victim's leg for refusing 
sex.” Zee News India. 1 June 2015. <http://zeenews.india.com/news/world/isis-rapists-pour-
boiling-water-on-teenage-victims-leg-for-refusing-sex_1605088.html> 

We wish to reiterate the following quote of Special Representative of the United Nations 
Secretary General on Sexual Violence in Conflict Zainab Bangura, and to point out that this 
also appears to affect Chaldo-Assyrian Christians, and perhaps others as well: “Women and 
girls are at risk and under assault at every point of their lives.” Bangura emphasized that the 
threat of brutality followed them “every step of the way… in the midst of active conflict, in 
areas under control of armed actors, at check-points and border crossings, and in detention 
facilities.” 
 
The following is a quote from Sex Slavery Document 7 that relates to Yezidis in particular: 
 

In a lengthy explanation of how Yazidi citizens should be sold, enslaved and 
beaten until they repent and convert, the magazine dictates that unlike other 
female apostates — "who can only be given an ultimatum to repent or face the 
sword" — the Yazidi women and children should be captured and divided 
"according to the Shari'ah among the fighters of the Islamic State".  
 
"You are the best people for people. You bring them with chains around their 
necks, until they enter Islam," the publication quotes, citing Allah.  
 
A jihadi bride, whose husband has enslaved a Yazidi woman, penned an article 
explaining how raping a Yazidi sex slave is a righteous act dictated by the 
Koran.  
 
"A great prophetic Sunnah (way of life prescribed by Prophet Mohammad) 
containing many divine wisdoms and religious benefits," she cited.  

 
Sex Slavery Document 8 describes a Yezidi teenager who was required to recite verses of 
Qur’an while being raped. Sex Slavery Document 9 describes a rapist pouring boiling on the 
leg of a Yezidi teenager for resisting rape. The burn victim also describes being required to 
recite verses of Qur’an while being raped. 
 
The stories in these documents and other stories heard first hand include women and girls 
being stripped naked and examined before purchase, women being sold naked and shipped 
naked, as well as gang rape, and gang rape in public. There have also been reports of a 
policy forbidding sex slaves from wearing head scarves that may be used for committing 
suicide. Even death is not allowed for the victims of systematic and unspeakably cruel sexual 
violence perpetrated daily, and sometimes hourly, and sometimes moment by moment. 
 
In 2014, a Yezidi family reported receiving a telephone call from their daughter who had 
managed to get hold of a cell phone and used it to call home. “Bomb us!” she exhorted. 
“Bomb us! It is not even lunch time and I have already been raped 31 times.” 
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Sex Slavery Document 1 concludes: “The Special Representative [Zainab Bangura] said she 
had requested that the Security Council integrate protection and empowerment of women into 
its counter-terrorism response and she stated concerns about children born of rape, as they 
were unable to be registered. That risked creating ‘a generation of stateless children’ who 
could provide fertile ground for future extremism.” 
 
In the section below entitled, “Security, Protection and Policing to Stop the Genocide,” there is 
a link to a video of testimony given during a United States Congressional Foreign Relations 
Committee hearing on sexual slavery perpetrated by the Terrorists (“so-called-ISIL”). In the 
testimony of the gentleman on the right in the video, which begins at minute 40, there is, or 
was, a list of names of over 5,000 Yezidi women and girls who were kidnapped. This 
obviously does not include women and girls whose loved ones are hostages or otherwise in 
captivity, or those whose loved ones are all dead. We, therefore, believe that the number of 
sex slaves is being underreported. 
 
Imagine the effect on parents, grandparents, siblings and others who know that a loved one 
has been kidnapped and is likely being tortured and raped day by day. Imagine being in a 
refugee camp, lacking sufficient food and other humanitarian needs, having no way to do 
anything to bring back the kidnapped victims in one’s family. The unspeakable despair of 
Yezidi refugees whose loved ones are missing or known to be child soldiers, sex slaves, 
hostages of the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) or who are prisoners of the Kurdistan 
Regional Government is sometimes addressed by relief workers and treatment providers. 
However, to the best of our knowledge, most Yezidi refugees have not received any treatment 
whatsoever.  
 

Danger of Broadening the Religious Sanctioning of Sexual Slavery  
 
Yezidis view the present atrocities committed against them as a modern farman. The 
perpetrators of the present Yezidi genocide view Yezidis as infidels, devil worshippers, people 
without a scripture and as humans—or sub-humans--who must be liberated from their 
abhorrent ways. The views expressed in Sexual Slavery Document 4 beginning at page 68 of 
this report—which views are widely expressed on the internet in Arabic and other 
languages—make it clear that actors of the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) and their 
supporters believe there is something religiously wrong with Yezidis and that Yezidis are to be 
slaughtered or punished until they convert, including daily beatings, such as the beatings 
described by survivors of sexual slavery who have managed to escape or be ransomed.13  
 
We also believe that the ethnic cleansing of 23 million Yezidis over 700 years by Turkish, 
Kurdish and Arab Pasha is now being perpetrated through sexual slavery in addition to all the 
other methods described in this report and elsewhere. Not that there wasn’t sexual slavery 
over the 700 years, but the present sexual slavery, with required virginity surgeries and other 
atrocities described above, appears to be worse than ever before. The secondary gain to men 
who are invited and expected to marry and have a sex slave, and the secondary benefit to  

                                                
13 See Sexual Slavery Document 4 beginning at page 68 and the composite of Sexual Slavery 
Documents beginning at page 39 of this report. 
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wives who have the sex slave perform household chores creates the frightening possibility 
that, if the pattern is allowed to continue unchecked, it is likely to become both self-
perpetuating within the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) and to crop up in other parts of the 
world as a practice, or—may heaven protect us—as a state sanctioned form of conducting 
one’s lives. 
 

 
Analysis of Yezidi Population Worldwide 

 
Vian Dakhil, the only Yezidi Member of Parliament of the Republic of Iraq, addressed the 
United Nations Security Council on 27 March 2015 in a session attended by Secretary 
General Ban Ki Moon and the Chaldean Patriarch of Baghdad Louis Raphael I Sako. Excerpts 
of Dakhil’s remarks are contained in the United Nations press release attached to this report.14 
Dakhil is also quoted in the attached article entitled, “Kurdish Yazidi MP Addresses Security 
Council at the United Nations.”15 This article states that Dakhil “said that 420,000 of Iraq’s 
600,000 strong Yazidi community have been forced from their homes…”16 
 
We drafted the attached Estimated Yezidi Population Worldwide based upon the above 
figures, together with the figures listed in the “Regions with Significant Populations” chart and 
the “Demographics” section of the Wikipedia entry for “Yazidis” at 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yazidis>.17 
 
There is no doubt that there are some Yezidis in Iraq who have not been displaced. However, 
we are not aware of an additional 180,000 Yezidis in Iraq who have not been displaced. We 
used the above referenced figures, nevertheless, because we have no alternative numbers 
from reliable sources. We subtracted from the figure of 600,000 Yezidis in Iraq, the 23,000 
Iraqi Yezidis in refugee camps in Turkey and the 7,000 to 8,000 in refugee camps in Syria. 
 
As mentioned earlier, to the best of the knowledge of Yezidi leaders in the Diaspora, no one is 
aware of Yezidis presently in Georgia. We have heard that the Yezidis of Georgia may have 
immigrated to Russia, so it is possible that there are few Yezidis in Georgia, if any. 
 
Fire burns Yezidi home with children inside. We received this first hand report from a 
Yezidi living in the west who was born and raised in Russia (the “reporting Yezidi”): The 
reporting Yezidi informed us that in the area in Russia where s/he had lived, Yezidis were 
often marginalized or treated poorly. One evening, the reporting Yezidi returned home after  

                                                
14 Begins on page 21 of this report. Security Council Urged to ‘Stop the Madness’ as Terrorists 
Trample Cultural, Religious Diversity of Middle East.” United Nations Media Coverage and Press 
Releases. 27 March 2015. <http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11840.doc.htm> 
15 Begins on page 103 of this report. “Kurdish Yazidi MP Addresses Security Council at the United 
Nations.” Bas News. 28 March 2015. <http://www.basnews.com/en/news/2015/03/28/kurdish-yazidi-
mp-addresses-security-council-at-the-united-nations/> 
16 Ibid., second page. 
17#“Estimated Yezidi Population Worldwide” begins on page 105 of this report. 
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work and other activities to learn that a sibling’s home had burned to the ground with the 
sibling’s four children inside. The reporting Yezidi informed us that the grandfather of the 
deceased children had tried to quell the fire, but was not able to do so on his own. The 
reporting Yezidi explained that when fires broke out in the neighborhood, it was customary for 
neighbors to pitch in to put out the fire, and the grandfather had helped put out other fires. In 
the case of this Yezidi family, however, no neighbors came to help, and as if that were not 
enough, the fire department and law enforcement were in the vicinity of the fire and took no 
action to put it out the fire or to rescue the children. The reporting Yezidi informed us that after 
the fire, the extended family emigrated from Russia and settled elsewhere. 
 
Yezidis are reported to be the largest minority in Armenia. Armenian Yezidi leaders asked the 
Armenian government to receive thousands of Yezidi refugees wishing to leave the refugee 
camps in Turkey and to resettle outside Iraq. It appears, based on media articles and personal 
communications, that the Armenian government considered the matter. However, we have 
been informed that this relocation will not be possible. 
 
Yezidi leaders have approached the governments of Sweden, Germany and Canada without 
success. Based on the attached Estimated Yezidi Population Worldwide chart, and the above 
described realities, we believe that the only hope for the survival of the Yezidis as a unique 
people with their own faith and culture is to find a way to protect and sustain them in their 
native Iraq or nearby locations over the coming years while the conflict between the Republic 
of Iraq, the Kurdistan Regional Government and the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) resolves.  
 
In addition to all of the above, we wish to point out that there has been a great deal of 
demolition of Yezidi homes, schools, shrines and other buildings. As in any war, there are 
likely to be landmines in the abandoned Yezidi villages and neighborhoods that will have to be 
cleared before rebuilding can begin. 
 

Role of the Republic of Iraq Central Government 
 
Oil: As stated in Chapter 1 of this report, the Republic of Iraq has been at war or under 
sanctions for the better part of the past 35 years. The Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) has 
declared its intentions to take over Iraq, many areas of Iraq are under siege, and the Terrorist 
State (“so-called ISIL”) is pumping oil and selling it under market. These and related issues 
have been taken up by the United Nations Security Council and are summarized in “Security 
Council approves resolution targeting sources of financing for ISIL.” See page 19 of this 
report.)18 

We wish to note that the Kurdish Regional Government claims ownership of some or all of the 
oil being pumped and sold by the Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”). 

                                                

18 Begins at page 19 of this report. “Security Council approves resolution targeting sources of financing 
for ISIL.” UN News Centre. 12 February 2015. 
<http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50067#.VXUJWWAf_ao> 
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Refugees: According to UNHCR's Assistant High Commissioner for Protection Volker Türk, 
there are 3 million Iraqi refugees who have been displaced internally during the past two years 
in addition to the 900,000 displaced previously.19 The sheer number of refugees, coupled with 
the realities of ongoing fighting between Iraq central government forces and Terrorist State 
(“so-called ISIL”) forces on the one hand, and between the Kurdistan Regional Government 
and the Terrorist State (“so-called-ISIL”) on the other hand, coupled with the tensions and 
stresses between the Iraq central government and the Kurdistan Regional Government, it may 
simply be impossible for the Iraq central government to provide any protection whatsoever for 
Yezidis in Northern Iraq and it may be impossible for the Iraq central government to provide 
Yezidis in the north with humanitarian aid—or with sufficiently consistent aid to avoid 
malnutrition, starvation, dehydration and the spread of disease. 
 
Mirza Ismail, Chairman of Yezidi Human Rights International-Organization based in Canada, 
recently returned from Iraq and informed us that he visited three Yezidi refugee camps that 
have not received food assistance in approximately two months. In addition, Ismail reports 
that in one of the other refugee camps, there is growing tension between Yezidis and Muslims 
who are living in the same camp. Tension arose regarding religious difference that became 
pronounced after Muslims built a mosque at the refugee camp.20 Ismail points out that the 
situation in the camp is stressful for both the Yezidi and Muslim refugees and we believe that 
it would like be best for both populations to be housed in separate refugee camps at this time. 

Request for UN Intervention: The website of the Office of the UN Special Adviser on the 
Prevention of Genocide contain a framework for identifying genocide (OSAPG framework):21 It 
states in paragraph 2: 

2. Circumstances that affect the capacity to prevent genocide  
Structures that exist to protect the population and deter genocide include 
effective legislative protection; independent judiciary and effective national 
human rights institutions, presence of international actors such as UN 
operations capable of protecting vulnerable groups, neutral security forces and 
independent media.22 
 

We believe that the Republic of Iraq central government has a responsibility to protect and 
provide for all of its citizens, just as all governments do. Since circumstances do not appear to 
allow the Iraq central government to protect Yezidi refugees in the north and to provide them  

                                                
19 Statement by UNHCR's Assistant High Commissioner for Protection Volker   
Türk on the occasion of the launch of the Iraq Humanitarian Response  
Plan. Brussels, 4 June 2015. Page 1. <http://www.unhcr.org/557034d59.pdf>  
20 Begins at page 107 of this report. 30 April 2015 email and 10 June 2015 notes from Mirza Ismail, 
Chairman, Yezidi Human Rights International-Organization based in Canada. 
21 Begins at page 109 of this report and on the United Nations website at 
<http://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/adviser/pdf/osapg_analysis_framework.pdf> 
22 Ibid. 
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with consistent humanitarian aid, we believe it is imperative that the United Nations step in to 
do so at the earliest opportunity.  

On 10 June 2015, Mirza Ismail received a report from the area of Sinjar Mountain—where 
1600 Yezidi families are living—that a force of “so-called ISIL” have arrived and made camp at 
the foot of the mountain. Ismail has been informed that there are lightly armed Yezidi militia in 
the area and no Iraqi central government forces and no Kurdistan Regional Government 
(KRG) forces. We fear for a massacre at Sinjar Mountain in the coming days, and for the 
enslavement of women and girls and the forcing of boys to convert and serve as child 
soldiers. 

In accordance with Section 2 of the OSAPG framework cited above, we call upon the United 
Nations and member nations to provide a neutral security force in the form of an international 
protection force under the flag of the United Nations to police the region in which Yezidi 
refugees are living in camps and abandoned construction sites in order to prevent them from 
being easy prey at the hands of the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) as it continues its 
conquests in Iraq and Syria. We also call upon the United Nations and member nations to 
work in concert with governments and NGO’s to provide for, and deliver, humanitarian aid 
directly to Yezidi refugees and not to rely upon trickle down methods of funding and supplies 
from the central government. 

It is our fervent hope that United Nations actors will take steps to enact this plan through a 
process that takes into consideration and demonstrates compassionate caring for the plight of 
the 3.75 million other refugees in Iraq, as well as the central government of the Republic of 
Iraq and the entire Iraqi people who find themselves, yet again, to be victims of military 
conflict.  

We also hope that the presence of an international protection force and the direct providing of 
humanitarian aid directly to Yezidi refugees can be presented as—and viewed by—the Iraq 
central government as a form of support and aid for that government by helping to provide for 
its Yezidi citizens. We are especially concerned that without the demonstration of compassion 
for the plight of the Iraq central government, the hatred between Muslims and Yezidis could 
worsen when Yezidis receive protection and aid from the United Nations. We are particularly 
concerned that such increased hatred could serve to fuel future genocidal attempts at 
eradication of Yezidis. 
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Role of the Kurdistan Regional Government 
 
In an article published by the Assyrian International News Agency (AINA), entitled “How Kurds 
Abandoned the Yazidis When ISIS Attacked,”23 Christine van der Toorn describes the torment 
of Yezidis who were given 48 hours to decide whether to convert or be killed. Yezidis were 
then given another five hours before “so-called ISIL” forces began the enacting of genocidal 
atrocities against Yezidis. Van der Toorn goes on to describe the role of the Kurds in these 
events. She states,  
 

“Sarbast Baiperi and local KDP offiials, [sic] in their own defense, say they were 
ill prepared, under-supplied and under-staffed. In an interview with a Kurdish 
publication, Baiperi said the fall of Sinjar was not his fault, and that he had called 
for more weapons and support in the weeks and days before IS arrived, but his 
requests were denied.  
 
Either way there is enough blame to go around: local peshmerga and officials 
should have helped evacuate people instead of simply withdrawing with the little 
ammunition and military vehicles they had. Higher-ups should have seen the 
obvious likelihood of an attack, with Sinjar being surrounded by IS.  
 
Masoud Barzani, President of the Kurdistan Regional Government, promised to 
investigate and punish peshmerga officers and KDP officials who left Sinjar.  
 
But for the time being a reprimand will not be enough to for the [sic] thousands 
of families from Sinjar spread huddled in makeshift shelters in the Dohuk region, 
who vow they will never forgive the KDP, Kurdistan and peshmerga or live under 
their political or military authority again.24 

 
The forces of the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) repeated their ultimatum to Yezidis all over 
the region, namely to convert or be killed. There is a prevalent sense among Yezidis that they 
were not protected—or not adequately protected—during these terrorist efforts to annihilate 
them. This lack of protection led to the death of 10,000 Yezidis, the kidnapping of at least 
2,000 Yezidi boys forced to convert and become child soldiers, and the enslavement of over 
7,000 Yezidi women and girls forced into sexual slavery as well as the capturing and holding 
as hostages of hundreds of Yezidi families, totaling thousands of individual Yezidis. 
 
Perspective of a Yezidi militia leader: Below is a list of articles regarding the arrest and 
subsequent release of Haider Sasha, a Yezidi who holds German citizenship, and was 
serving as a Yezidi militia leader in Northern Iraq.  
 

                                                
23 “How Kurds Abandoned the Yazidis When ISIS Attacked,” Christine van den Toorn. Assyrian 
International News Agency. 19 August 2014. <http://www.aina.org/news/20140819164732.htm> 
24 Ibid. 
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Haider Shasho Article 1 - “Yazidi leader 'arrested by Kurdish authorities,' Row over links to 
Iran-backed militia sign of broader splits in Iraq following Haider Shasho's arrest on Sunday 
night,” by Jonathan Krohn in Erbil and Richard Spencer. The Telegraph, Great Britain. 6 April 
2015. <http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iraq/11518394/Yazidi-leader-
arrested-by-Kurdish-authorities.html> 
 
Haider Shasho Article 2 - “Haider Shasho Released and Joins Peshmerga, Shasho aborts 
plan to create Shiite Militia force in Sinjar.” Bas News. 13 April 2015. 
<http://www.basnews.com/en/news/2015/04/13/haider-shasho-released-and-joins-
peshmerga/> 
 
Haider Shasho Articles 3 - “Yezidis demand autonomy: leader.” 10 May 2015. Ara News. 
<http://aranews.net/2015/05/yezidis-demand-autonomy-leader/> 
 
In the third article, Shasho is quoted as stating, 25 
 

“We as Yezidis will not detach ourselves from the Kurdistan Region, we are also Kurds, 
it’s our right as part of the Kurdish people to have an independent political and 
administrative entity, so we can serve our people and protect their rights.” Sasho said. 
 
“We aspire for an autonomous administration in Shingal, that can have good relations 
with the Kurdistan Region Government (KRG), but enjoy a right to self-determination,” 
he said during an interview with ARA News. 
 
Shasho talked about the so-called “Peshmerga’s tactical withdrawal” from Shingal 
following the IS offensive on the area, saying that the Kurdish defense system failed to 
defend Yezidi civilians against the terrorists of the Islamic State. 
 
“The alternative solution for the Yezidi community in Shingal is to run their areas by 
themselves.” 
 
He pointed out that the Iraq constitution allows “in Article 125 and Article 119” the 
Yezidis to autonomously administer their areas “in accordance with the supreme 
interest of the Yezidi community.”26 

 
Perspective of ordinary Yezidis: We have been informed that workers in treatment 
facilities—where Yezidis are treated for medical needs and trauma—have reported hearing 
stories from Yezidis of both genders and varying ages that during the summer of 2014, 
Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) forces asked Yezidis to turn over their weapons prior to their 
invasion of the region where most Yezidis were living. Before the Yezidis were able to 
respond to this request, Kurdish forces took the Yezidis’ weapons and told the Yezidis that 
they would not need the weapons since the Kurds would defend them. 

                                                
25 “Yezidis demand autonomy: leader.” 10 May 2015. Ara News. <http://aranews.net/2015/05/yezidis-
demand-autonomy-leader/> 
26 Ibid. 
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According to testimony provided to the United States Congressional Foreign Relations 
Committee on 30 April 2015,27 when Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) forces arrived in the 
Yezidi region in August 2014, all residents in the relevant area were required to report to a 
central location. The individual testifying stated that everything was organized and it was 
obvious that the handling of citizens at this central location had been planned in advance. He 
reported that citizens were required to appear before officials who instructed them according 
to their ethnicity, and for Yezidis, according to their age and gender. Kurds were instructed to 
gather in a given area and were then told to return to their homes. Yezidis were divided, with 
women and girls taken to vehicles that removed them from the area. Yezidi men and other 
Yezidis were in the third group. 

Regardless of whether the Kurds who confiscated weapons from the Yezidis were intending to 
defend the Yezidis, it is evident that they did not to do so, and instead, they left the area. We 
have been informed by numerous individuals that it is unlikely that the Yezidis would have 
been able to stand up to the forces of the Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) sufficiently to avoid 
tragedy, even if they had had their weapons in hand. Nevertheless, in view of the fact that the 
Yezidis lost their weapons to people who promised to defend them, and then no one defended 
them, or even attempted to defend them, at scenes like the one described above, it is no 
wonder that many, if not most, Yezidis have lost their faith in the Kurds will be there for them. 

April massacre: Between August and December 2014, over 10,000 Yezidis were murdered. 
Numerous mass graves have been uncovered and there are reports of women and children 
being required to watch, as their husband and father was slaughtered. This depicts a different 
scene than the division of Yezidis by age and gender that evidently also took place. 

According to an open letter by Dr. Mirza Dinnayi, 3500 Yezidis remained in detention camps 
as of 27 April 2015.28 According to the letter, young daughters had been removed from these 
families, but remaining family members were kept together in captivity. According to the letter, 
in April 2015, as punishment for a number of Yezidis escaping, or attempting to escape, there 
was a separating of families, with little girls taken away from their mothers, and men and boys 
separated from the women and girls. There are conflicting reports as to exactly what 
happened next. We were informed that small and large numbers of Yezidis were massacred. 
It appears that a total of hundreds, if not close to 1000 Yezidis, were brutally slaughtered in 
one or two massacres in addition to massacres of smaller numbers of Yezidis around the 
same time frame. According to one media article, hundreds of Yezidi dead bodies were 
thrown down a well. According to another report, Yezidis were mowed down by gunfire,  

                                                
27 Briefing hosted by U.S. Representatives Alcee Hastings (Florida’s 20th Congressional District) and 
Theodore E. "Ted" Deutch (Florida’s 21st Congressional District), entitled, “ISIS' Involvement in 
Human Trafficking Briefing before the United States Congressional Foreign Relations Committee.” 
Available on You Tube. Relevant testimony begins at minute 40. 
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-Tmoxmipyk> 
28 <https://www.yezidis-assyrians.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2015.4.27-Mirza-Dinnayi-warning-
IS-separating-men-and-boys.pdf> 
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causing them to fall into a pre-dug ditch, near which they had been order to crouch. 
Immediately following the incident, photos and videos of the crouching Yezidis being 
slaughtered appeared on Facebook and elsewhere on the internet.29 

Over the months since August 2014, hundreds of Yezidis have been released from captivity, 
including approximately 1200 sex slaves. Among them was a girl of nine years old who was 
pregnant, after having been raped by over 10 different men. There have been reports of girls 
younger than nine also being raped. We were informed in late April 2015 that there remained 
approximately 6,400 Yezidi women and girls enslaved as sex slaves or subjected to forced 
marriage. We are very concerned that the number of enslaved and sexually tortured women is 
now higher due to the separation of women from the families among the 3500 Yezidis 
described in the 27 April 2015 open letter described above. 

We tremble for the very little girls among these families who were separated from both 
parents and the rest of their family. 

Ransom story: In the aftermath of the April 2015 massacres, Yezidi Human Rights 
International-Organization received reports that prior to the large massacres, Terrorist State 
(“so-called ISIL”) actors demanded payment of $2,500 U.S. per Yezidi, failing which they 
would be killed. These Yezidis had been in detention centers from approximately August 2014 
until the ransom demand in late April 2015; they had nothing but the clothes on their backs. It 
was reported that Kurdish actors informed Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) actors, and the 
Yezidis hostages, that they—the Kurds—would raise the money to ransom the Yezidis.  

It was also reported that the hostages were held at Tal Afar, and an arrangement was made 
for Kurdish actors to meet terrorist actors in Dohuk for the transfer of funds. It was further 
reported that when Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) actors arrived at the agreed upon venue, 
Kurdish actors stated that they had no funds for the ransom. It was further reported that this 
information was conveyed to Terrorist State (“so-called ISIL”) actors who proceeded to 
slaughter the Yezidis, including hundreds of men, women, boys and the elderly. 

Yezidis in Kurdish custody: In addition to these genocidal atrocities, there are reports of 
Yezidis being taken into custody by Kurdish authorities and beaten and/or tortured and/or 
murdered, including by beheading. Many Yezidis remain in Kurdish custody after have been 
arrested during a solidarity demonstration held in a refugee camp. Hundreds of Yezidis held 
the demonstration in solidarity with other Yezidis who were gathered in Brussels to 
demonstrate in order to raise consciousness about the Yezidi genocide. We believe that there 
are also other Yezidis in Kurdish custody for being vocal about the plight of the Yezidi people. 
Many of those who have been released from Kurdish custody have been very brutally beaten 
and many had their bones were broken as part of the torture. Survivors of sexual violence 

                                                
29 “Massacre of 900 Yezidis in Retaliation for Escapees; Demand of $23 million for 230 Assyrians.”  
<https://www.yezidis-assyrians.org/articles-and-videos/press-releases/massacre-ransom/>. It is because 
of the two very different reports of the disposing of bodies, together with the differing reports about the 
number of Yezidis slaughtered that we believe there were two massacres leading to the slaughter of 900 
Yezidis. Smaller numbers of Yezidis were reported slaughtered in other incidents around the same 
time, leading to the estimate of 1,000 Yezidis being massacred. 
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have also reported being raped by Kurdish men in addition to men of the Terrorist State (“so-
called-ISIL”).  

It is our hope that “truth telling” and “compassionate listening” interventions in the future can 
help to heal and repair the dynamic between Yezidis and Kurdish leaders, as well as the 
dynamic between the Republic of Iraq central government and Kurdish leaders. In the short 
term, however, we believe that it is imperative for Yezidis to be protected by a neutral security 
force under the flag of the United Nations and to receive humanitarian aid directly and not 
through a trickle down model from funding provided to the KRG. 

 
Religious Leaders Call for Compassion to Allow  

Survivors of Sexual Violence to Remain in the Community 
 
Yezidis are an ancient people who are used to keeping to themselves and handling 
problems themselves because of having been targeted for slaughter and forced 
conversion over so many centuries. As stated in the opening section of this chapter, 
the Yezidi faith prohibits conversion into or out of their faith. The Yezidi faith and 
culture also prohibits sex outside of marriage, requires circumcision by the time of 
marriage, and requires that women be virgins until marriage. These are considered to 
be central tenets of the Yezidi faith and culture. 
 
We wish to also point out that honor killings are an age-old practice in the region, and 
continues to appear in the laws of the Republic of Iraq.  
 
The Yezidis have a head spiritual leader called Baba Sheikh who functions like a pope. Yezidi 
Baba Sheikh Khurto Hajji Ismail has made numerous attempts to reach out to his 
people and encourage them to compassionately welcome survivors of sexual violence 
and torture back into the community. 
 
Baba Chawish, a Yezidi spiritual leader at Lalish Temple in Sinjar Province, gave an 
interview for Public Radio International. It states in the article, 30 
 

Baba Chawish says religious leaders were essentially forced to change 
doctrine. In pragmatic terms, he explains, Iraqi’s [sic] Yazidis are already 
an extreme minority in the country. Losing thousands of Yazidi women and 
their children would be unsustainable. These people had no option, they 
were forced to convert,” he says, referring to the young women seated 
before him. “Now we’ve said that the door is open for everyone who has  
been raped, they can still be purified and baptized in this place as if 
nothing happened to them.”31 

                                                

30 “Yazidi society changes to try and rescue a generation of traumatized women.” By Susannah George. 
Public Radio International. 18 May 2015. >http://www.pri.org/stories/2015-05-18/yazidi-society-
changes-try-and-rescue-generation-traumatized-women> 
31 Ibid. 
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We believe that it would be extremely beneficial to publish accurate depictions of these 
messages of Baba Sheikh and Baba Chawish and publish them widely. We 
recommend distribution to Yezidis IDPs wherever they are living, as well as to 
humanitarian aid workers who are working with Yezidis. We also recommend 
distribution as medical and psychological treatment centers and centers for the 
providing of social services. We recommend that the messages be published in 
Kurmanji (spoken by Kurds and Yezidis), Arabic, English and other relevant 
languages.  
 

            
     Baba Sheikh       Baba Sheikh blesses a young woman32 
 
We believe that enacting the aforementioned recommendations will save lives and 
help both the victims of forced conversion and sexual slavery, as well as their families 
and friends, and the greater Yezidi community. 
 
As their compassionate views are circulated more widely, we believe that Baba Sheikh 
and Baba Chawish will be at increased risk of retaliation by so-called-ISIL. As stated 
earlier, United Nations Special Representative Zainab Bangura contents that sexual 
violence is part of the ideology of the Terorist State (“so-called ISIL”). As also stated 
earlier, it appears that members and supporters of so-called-ISIL believe it is their duty 
to force Yezidis to convert to Islam. Baba Sheikh and Baba Chawish are directly 
countering these ideological underpinnings of the so-called-ISIL, both by welcoming 
former sex slaves and other survivors of sexual torture back into the fold, and by 
welcoming forced converts back into the faith. For these reasons, we call for 
international protection of Baba Sheikh Khurto Hajji Ismail and Baba Chawish to help 
prevent them from coming to harm at a time when their beleaguered people need their 
help and guidance to transform the Yezidi culture and practice in the midst of conflict in 
order to help save the remnant of people from further genocide. 

                                                
32 A photo of Baba Chawish appears on page 91 of this report. 
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Summary of Recommendations and Requests 

• International Protection Force – We recommend an international protection force under 
the flag of the United Nations to provide security and policing in areas where Yezidis are living 
in refugee camps and abandoned construction sites; and where Assyrian Christian refugees 
are living within the Republic of Iraq, including within the Kurdistan Regional Goverment. 

• Train and Equip – We recommend engaging experts to train and equip the Nineveh Plain 
Protection Unit and Yezidi militias to facilitate their ability to provide policing and security for 
their own people to fill the vacuum caused by the Republic of Iraq central government and the 
Kurdistan Regional Government needing to focus their military interventions on the “so called 
ISIL.” 

• Humanitarian Aid to the Yezidis – We recommend providing direct assistance of food, 
water, medicine and hygiene supplies to Yezidis in refugee camps without involving trickle 
down giving through the Republic of Iraq central government or the Kurdistan Regional 
Government for. We believe this is necessary in view of the tremendous burden on the Iraq 
central government and Kurdistan Regional Government caused by the presence of “so called 
ISIL” in the region, and the over 3 million other Iraqi refugees. 

• Humanitarian Aid to the Assyrian Christians – We recommend providing assistance 
food, water, medicine, hygiene supplies, as well as water if and where needed, to Assyrian 
Christian refugees living in Iraq, Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon. We recommend that  aid to 
Assyrian Christian refugees within Iraq be provided directly without involving trickle down 
giving through the Republic of Iraq central government or the Kurdistan Regional Government 
to honor the tremendous burden on them because of the presence of “so called ISIL” in the 
region, and because of the over 3 million other Iraqi refugees.   

• Shelter for Assyrian Christians  – provide UNHRC tents or temporary prefab housing to 
Assyrian Christian refugees who wish to receive them. We recommend that this aid to Assyrian 
Christian refugees living within Iraq be provided to them directly and without involving the 
trickle down from the Republic of Iraq central government and the Kurdistan Regional 
Government for the aforementioned reasons. 
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Public Statement of World Religious Leaders And Caring Citizens  
 

We call upon the United Nations and all sympathetic nations and relief and rescue 
organizations to: 
 
• Take all steps necessary to stem the tide of this seventy-fourth attempt at the eradication 
of Yezidis; 
 
• Provide humanitarian aid for Yezidis, Assyrians and other minorities in refugee camps 
in Iraq, Syria and Turkey; and protect all refugees from beatings, torture and rape of 
adults, as well as from child abuse. 
 
• Negotiate the release of Yezidi sex slaves and all other sex slaves, the release of young 
men kidnapped and forced to be child soldiers, the freeing of women forced to convert 
and marry or become concubines, and the freeing of political activists. 
 
• Resettle displaced Yezidis, Assyrians and other minorities in the area of Northern Iraq; 
open schools, and rebuild homes and holy shrines. 
 
• Respect the unique faith and culture of Yezidi orphans by facilitating their adoption by 
willing Yezidi families in Europe and North America; and provide the same respect for 
Assyrians orphans and other minorities by facilitating their adoption with members of 
their faiths. 
 
• Negotiate the release of Indian and other relief and rescue workers imprisoned by 
Daesh. 
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